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LAMBERT'S FACT ORY 
T ALBOT STREET 

(an architect's description) 

This building is one of the more distinctive of the large 
textile buildings in the City. It was possibly designed by the 
architect R G Clarke, in the early 1860's, and expresses, 
using the architectural discipline of the Victorian period, 
the civic pride of its owner. It stands square on to Talbot 
Street, with an imposing elevation, 5- storeys high, with a 
decorative stone parapet above featuring an Italianate 
central pediment containing three niches; while each end 
exhibits two towers in matching stone. The ground storey is 
finished in stucco, the remaining walling being in red brick 
with a second cream colour brick used as dressing around 
all window openings. Each storey is broken by a 
weathered stone string, and similary the principal 
elements of the elevation are treated w ith alternating stone 
quoins. The stone used came from quarries at Ancaster, 
Lincolnshire, and the carved detail is in very good 
condition. 

The two towers are individually quite pleasing to the eye, 
yet being of significantly different heights represent a 
somewhat un-scholarly attempt at architectural originality. 
The smaller tower, on the left, has an open colonnade of 
three semi-circular arches on each side, supporting a 
heavy stone parapet. The four corners have twin columns 
which are banded. The main tower on the right rises higher 
to the pavilion, and is slightly twisted from the mam 
frontage. The first level of this tower is reduced in scale and 
contains a clock face on each elevation. The upper storey 
contains a single glazed window to each elevation with a 
prospect in each direction overlooking the City. The top 
contains a single glazed w indow to each elevation with a 
prospect in each direction overlooking the City The top 
has yet another form of decorative stone parapet but with 
higher and emphasised corner stones. 

At the base of the tower is the semi-circular arched 
gateway opening, easily capable of taking heavily loaded 
carts at the time the building was most prosperous. This 
leads to the rear yard where the present appearance of the 
building becomes quite transformed. 

The current controversy regarding this building began 
in 1979, when the then owner commenced demolition, 
beginning w ith the rear buildings and north elevation The 
City Planning Authority protested vigorously, and were 
able through a Building Preservation Notice, to prevent 
further demolition. The rear elevation stands witness to this 
with an inflll of new brickwork, standard small pane 
w indows and cream brick strings. The gable is marked 
'TALBOT HOTEL 1981', referring to the use contemplated at 
that time. 

That scheme collapsed and the County Council acquired 
the building. In 1985 the City Planning Committee reversed 

its earlier attitude and agreed to raise no objection to 
demolition of the building by its present owners. 

Many groups and organisations are seeking the retention 
of this building. The original patrons, John and William 
Lambert, will be remembered as important businessmen 
who through their generosity built the Theatre Royal in 
1865, and also gave widely to the church. Their interest in 
photography is described in 'Victorian Nottingham', where 
many of the panoramic views taken from the tower are 
reproduced. 

If this building is retained, it will be as a monument to the 
Lambert family in addition to its architectural and 
townscape value. 
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COMMENT 
The events m the BUlldmg 

PreservatIon Trust have proved to be m 
a constant state of change and 
proQresslon. and It IS to the mtense 
reQret of the varIOUS commIttees that the 
wIder membershIp IS not aware of the 
many activIties and bUlldmgs of topIcal 
mterest To overcome thIs. the 
Newsletter m Its present fdrm IS to be 
publIshed less frequently and readers 
wIll rlOlN receIve a Bulletm sheet WIth 
current news matters consIdered by the 

wIll rlov; receIve a Bulle'tm sheet wIth 

current neNS matters consIdered by the 
Revolvmg Fund and the Technrcal 
Panel. 

It IS hoped that m thIs way. the 
membershIp wIll feel more mvolved 
INIth what IS happemng. and of course. 
be encouraged to contrIbute ,'11th 
mformatlon and help. The fIrst Bulletm 
sheet vnll be Issued shortly. 

A dIfferent aspect of the Trust has 
been the very successful Co,lch Tour 

'''NhICh IS always well supported. and IS 
one of the few opportumtles for us to 
meet each other ThIs past yein was 
slIghtly unusual as we had two trIps. not 
only out of the County to Rockmgham 
Castle. but also to VISIt several splendId 
e?ilmples of '\lork from the GeorgIan 
iHchltect JillT1eS Pilme. An ilccount of thIs 
unlorqettilhle trip IS mSlde. Already . 
. ~w!CJestJons me bemg made for thIS 
'led s Tour. ilnd If you hilve any 
P,lTlIculilr preference. the orgamsers 
';;'JulcJ lIke to heilr from you. 

Bryan Cather 

The Cottage, Main Street, Papplewick 

The Trust was surprised to receive a letter from Solicitors acting on behalf of the 
late Miss Betty Britton stating that she had bequeathed her house in Main Street, 
Papplewick, to the Trust. 

Miss Britton was well known to members of the Trust for her interest in old 
buildings and rural life , and the Council of Management has resolved that her 
wishes for the future of the cottage should be respected, 

Miss Britton has asked that the dweJJing should be restored and improved as 
necessary and preferably either sold olr let as two units to single ladies or widows 
who wish to live in a rural area, 

SECOND 
SECOND 

COACH TRIP 
OF 1985 

The October edition of the 
Newsletter featured the work of the 
architect James Paine (17 17-1789) and 
the information was particular ly 
relevant to those who travelled with the 
Trust party to the Doncaster area on 
Saturday, 5th October . 

Three of the buildings designed by 
James Paine were visited and the 
enjoyment of those present was only 
marred by the unfortunate absence of 
Harry Johnson due to illness. 

The genius of the architect was much 
admired and was complemented b y 
the views of the people who actually 
lived or worked in the buildings 

contInued on page 3 
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OF 1985 
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The Mansion House, one of only 
three in the country, is used for 
municipal meetings and ceremonies; 
Wadworth Hall is now an architects 
office, and Sandbeck Park is the home 
and work place of the Earl of 
Scar borough. 

It was pleasant to see that these 
buildings were being so well used and 
maintained. 

Lord Scar borough surprised us by 
landing on his front lawn by helicopter 
just in time to conduct the party around 
his home and, with Lady Scarborough, 
to give us an informative and at times 
amusing account of the building and his 
reaction to it. 

The Trust is particularly grateful to 
the owners and custodians of these 
buildings for allowing us to visit them 
and to explain and describe them with 
such obvious devotion and affection. 

Gea!! TUrner 

The Mansion House, Doncaster 

The Mansion House, Doncaster 
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The operation of the Revolving Fund of the 
Trust is split into three different categories, 
to cater for three different situations. 

Firstly, the fund is set up to purchase a 
building and repair, renovate or convert it 
for re-sale. 

Secondly, it can act with a Local Authority 
to take a lease on a building owned by that 
Author ity to repair, renovate or convert and 
then sub-let the building back again in 
cases where the Local Authority cannot 
undertake the work itself. 

Thir dly, the Fund enables the Trust to 
advise, grant aid, specify and control the 
repair or renovation of propety owned by 
others. 

In the case of the Dovecotes, the third 
method is adop ted. The Trust will initially 
make approaches to the owner and with 
agreement it will advise, prepare drawings 
and specifications as necessary, co­
ordinate grant aid and supervise the repair 
work and on completion will hand the 
building back again. This work is done by 
using architectural services on a voluntary 
basis and with grants where available to 
supplement any contribution the owner is 
willing to make 

The Trust has a separate Account known 
as the 'Dovecote Fund' , this type of building 
being taken 'on board' as an ongomg 
project in the hope of saving as many as 
possible of the County's varied examples. 

With the I , Linby Lane, Papplewick 
project the Trust purchased the property 
from previous owners then with the loans 
from the Civic Trust Architectural Heritage 
Fund, and Gedling Borough Council it 
supplemented its own funds to finance the 
repairs and conversions of the house and 
barn. The completed project was then sold 
to two separate buyers and the profit made 
helped to finance later projects 

In the case of Newstead and Forest 
Lodges and No. 3 Greens Gardens, the 
Nottingham City Council was the owner but 
could not, for various reasons, sell the 
buildings to the Trust. The Council could 
mak e proper use of all three properties if 
they were repaired and re-furbished but 
could not of course give itself grant-aid 
under the Housing Ac t. The Trust was able 
to help by taking a lease on the properties 
for six years and as tenant could legitimately 
obtain a grant for improvements. In all three 
cases the City Council has required these 
buildings for the use of a public employee 

cases the City Couricll has required these 
buildings for the use of a public employee 
and has taken a sub-lease back from the 
Trust for the six years, the rental being the 
cost of the Building Works plus Architect's 
fees plus VAT, less the improvement grant 
allowance which it made in the first place. 

This type of work is undertaken by a 
builder under a formal building contract 
directed by an architect providing a normal 
service which is paid for. In the case of all 
Local Authonty work the design, 
specification and price is carefully vetted 
by their own professional advisers before 
the work is authorised, and the Local 
Authority advisers work with the private 
architect as necessary and take over the 
building on completion. 

The work illustrated in this paper has 
been carried out successfully and aJl three 
methods have been tried and tested. Much 
has been learned by tackling these projects 
and the lesson found to be most useful is that 
close liaison and team effort including the 
builder as well as the architect and 
employer at the earliest stage contributes 
greatly to success. 

The Hutt Lodge, Newstead Abbey Park. 

One of the many gate keepers' Lodges all 
over the Country which prove difficult to 
deal with satisfactorily for var ious reasons. 

Newstead was an Augustinian Priory 
from the middle of the 12th Century until the 
middle of the 16th and the surrounding park 
was much smaller than it was in Byron's 
days. The land surrounding, being the 
wastes of Sherwood Forest, were in the 
ownership of the Pr iory since the foundation 
Char ter of Henry 1I but they were not 
enclosed. The main road from Nottingham 
to Mansfield was indicated as 'the Pack 
Man's Way' on a map at the Abbey dated 
1613 and it did not become a main road until 
about 1760, when the route was somewhat 
different from the original track which now 
exists as a footpath through the grounds. 

Outside the Abbey gates stands the 
'Pilgrim or Gospel Oak' said to have been 

there long before the Priory was dissolved 
in 1536. The Hut! hotel on the opposite side 
of the road was an Inn during the poet 
Byron's tune and possibly earlier. The Hutt 
Lodge, the subject of the recent 
refurbishment, was built much later. 

The Poet's friend, Colonel Widman, 
purchased the abbey in 1817 and set to 
work restoring the fabric, making it more or 
less as it is today. His successor, Mr. Webb, 

work restoring the fabric, making it more or 
less as it is today. His successor, Mr. Webb, 
who owned it from 1860 to 1899, whilst 
perhaps doing little to the abbey itself, was 
responsible for commlSsioning the Hut! 
Lodge. Pevsner refers to the work thus, 
'Pretty Lodges at the main (East) and the 
West entrances by CA Buckler 1860.' 

Following the Webbs, the Abbey and 
grounds were purchased by Sir Julian Cahn 
and he presented it to the City of 
Nottingham in 1931. 

Charles Alban Buckler (1824-1905) was 
the son of John Chessell Buckler (1793-1894) 
and grandson of John Buckler (1770-1851) 
the architectural draughtsman. He 
obviously inherited his talent from his father 
who was an antiquarian writer and church 
restorer. Buckler designed Hutt Lodge in 
1862 and, whilst to my knowledge none of 
his drawings exist, the,re are photographs of 
the house virtually complete with adjoining 
gates still under constuction. Buckler went 
on to restore Arundel Castle in Sussex 
between 1890-1903. 

Much alteration has taken place to the 
Lodge over the years and it has been 

difficult to establish the original p lan 
Excavations in the room to the North to form 
the new bathroom and small bedroom 
showed evidence of two corner fireplaces 
running to the central stack and marks on 
the central mullion of the windows indicate 
the position of a former wall. W ith these two 
facts and that of finding a blocked doorway 
which has now been opened up again to 
form the rear lobby, it is pretty certain that 

the North room was originally two smalier 
but identical, opposite-hand closets leading 
off the main room either side of the 
fireplace. 

Work was carried out over the last w inter 
commencing in December 1984, and the 
finished building was handed over to the 
City prior to the opening of the Abbey to the 
public at Easter. It is being used as a ticket 
office at the moment to keep it used and 

publlc at Easter. It is being uSed as a ticket 
office at the moment to keep it used and 
aired, but will soon be occupied again as a 
dwelling for the Abbey grounds staff 

The cost of re-furbishment was 
approximately £21.000 
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by their own professional advisers before 
the work is authorised, and the Local 
Authority advisers work with the private 
architect as necessary and take over the 
building on completion. 

The work illustrated in this paper has 
been earned out successfully and all three 
methods have been tried and tested. Much 
has been learned by tadd ing these projects 
and the lesson found to be most useful is that 
close liaison and team effort includmg the 
builder as well as the architect and 
employer at the earliest stage contributes 
greatly to success. 

The Hl.l11 Wdge, N8-'W1:toad Abbol' POIrli:. 
One oflbe Ir..:ny ]'*.~ k,,,;p:~m' Lo( I._:x!,-; a ll 

ov,,"r t h~1 COUl \J I '.\·hi(:h J : ·~Ol.' f: nllhr.. l lt to 
(I"Yli 'xl"" I :;. 1':;I:.clu[ 11"[ '(,t '''nri0u~ ,.~~ :-ms. 

~~e·'.'!': t F!"'d V;"¥- ar. Auoustini3T. Pri.:ort 
11:)Tn fte r:.udd le- oi the 12th Cem1.lIY untiL ~he 
middle c::he itith oJ.:IG be ', 11 ' r,)\lmJ.irI" ,.).J.d:.:. 
WJJ.; rLu',-: ,':j r:1,IU,=,: tt .. ·, I ,',; l!: In I!::' " ) I :!: 

drlS"':; . ~ br: I' 1(. 1 !;J 1r ': TII":I I ':~l h Ull 9 ~I I !-! 
W .~; II .. . : 11 Sh'-:' I '.\': )0 :"1 , ·.;)TO:::-S;, ·A""'.~ !? i';1 :h"'. 
,)1,~T.~r;::bp ::of tl·.:'! P::-i:)!"'{ S:.T.:.:te :h-: foundali.:::ll 
G!".arte-r ) f :£err,· :J but :he:,' ,,·::or;:. T.O": 

QD:::Io~EC , ,[b~ moJ.:.n [c<:1:i f" ."" N")t1i:r.')h:.lJ1! l 
le ~'IJ=I·'·-l"!'.i '!."~; i "LG" ;:. I. ~l ~:j '\l!:.; Pi I.:! ' 
M·. I ! ..... :. ;.' f" l <I -m:]) i11 l h~ Ab: :1": " d~k·d 
I I:i l;~ l1:n: i t d'd , ~.: tl.o:'!: ):;cle B T.l cri ":1 Y(.o-'!("J urJil 
"l":~1111 I it~~. '.,·hen he r.:7J.:e wa3 ::omewh:.t 
,jJfeJ:E-T.l b:.T.l trE ojq:jn::.l t::::::.':i-: whicn rl;)'f.' 

;;r:ri::t.3 as u !Cc:r-..:rIT. L";I:)l:,;) I (he :::nur.r:J.:.; 
CI.lt:J.i:i'~ tb:~ [~ t.'b.~ :,' '!J:'I I' ~; ·; liI ·I·-='·; '_ h~ I 

'1-'1 '!J 'Irl : ·r :;-~; : d ()~ k ~ 01.d · :. h~.·:,! tr.-::!Of 

tt·..E:-~~ ~:::::w: bE:!-"~I9 .h::- Fi i-:.>rjr '1.":1, : I !-i!~ l l·.-: ::J 
JI 1 ~;'f.I '11 K·I. hJI. : I,il,,:-IIJ' LIJ.E. (:)';):«~ s;.j", 

'of {lE- ro:::.'_· ~'L"i.; ;-,n "r n .I · I·.! ~'!.~ h!: JIC .. !! 
t:,,' " ~:J ~; 11I'1o'! 8. ' .-1~~(I~ • .!)I'; E..--, r.I'?[. Tt...:- :·t,.lt 
LO;:tG8 ·lh~ ,-;'II~)J~: : I III ! I ~~ rl !I " ' I ., 

:f.-! I.J :.,;,;h:II!':IIJI. -~.:f:. r"uL: l"!llJcr.:.at.;:r:r 
Tl:'."' ~1·.1 h! !rt!. (::..::. :;11""1' iN I: irr,,1f.J. 

p'te-:.l1~c:. tb:- 1::>te--,rin J~ -; , •. ::-:.::/ I;: 
.•• .'::<rio:- r("!-t(!-rin:..r f·I!.! 11::,1,.:. ,!"' ... .i.r :;l j Ilt\:lle I) 

~::- c..:: I ~ K'(~~ H~S' IC :Jo:.·!~:: '~' )J"f WeblJ. 
'1,' ;.11::: L"f:::oc::rin;l Cl~t. ::or"(". f ro Ikiti;j i t tt\(J."\'. f),r 
.(~! 1"1:') 11 ,~ .... ~., : .. :: •. H- :!-;JL.8:S-n. ,\ti W~l)b , 
wl-;· t;: '".'TH-:I !' fJ·:-·TJ ;1ilGf, 10 l USt\:. '.'i t ll' ;;\ 
.x: I .'ip;-; d: \II.r.j .kl~ -':1 ' nl2 gPQl!,!';:' ll:1@lf, WClS 
.":"-'?S')::t::tol.f: XI q; nrRLSslonin c.o n,<.· Huli 
I '-1: I.,;.:. e~"·: ;I. ~r r l8:r.-rs to the work thus. 
'.[--re: r.~ ['"Y.l.~",,"; 9ot. t-J!e- :tl:'.in ([<ist) and the 
W'!1;1 " ~ ~ :I ' r:-:: ;'j;t-:!!': 1;)'1 CA Buckler 1860.' 

-='0':'.:-.·,111:'- .;- t;he ,,'.ebbs. the Abbey and 
Q. J·3J 1::.I f.: ";o,I£iL"€! !:nl~v.9sed by Sw julian Cahn 
,;: r:/; b, ':;ft'; ! "-'fdla ~d it to the City of 
1' ~.:: L! ..... '.I'..jI·~;:·1 ill 1 o:z 1 

( ;\".rle.: Mtlan . .!luclder (1824-1905) was 
th. :-,fJi! rll Juhn ChesseD Buckler (1793-1 894) 
2nd grandson of John Buckler (1770- 185 1) 
the architecturul draughtsman. He 
obvioill:ly inbet i tE'1 I his talent from his fa ther 
who was an anliqui1rian writer and church 
restorer. Buckler de8iqT.'?d Hutt Lodge in 
1862 and. whilst 10 my knowledge none of 
his drawings €XlSt. the.re Me photographs of 
the house vlItually complete with adjoining 
gates still under constuchon Buckler went 
011 to restore Anlndel C-astle in Sussex 
between 1890· 1903. 

Much alteration ha.s t,lken p li Ir.:) to the 
Lodge over the yems 8nd it has been 

:i' If';nlt la : ' :I: I; ,bJ~h 1··lC ~ , r ;-glrl::: ' p i;-u-). 
8-::::a· .. ati :OT":: :':'1. tl"..& IC{}m OC :te N )I~'L ::- X:::TU 
t:1I ~ · I ' :·.~· l::~I I'I": 1 11 ,:1 :-:01 ,d . : ;.,~~'! 1J ~.~Jn:.:"I~1 
:~ro~w6d E·.1i:iE:"'88 et r ... ··:· '.::JIT1Dt :i,....~I", :::r:-·: 
t llL'II,Jl.1;J ~ •. : ~t.I.' . :J.' [;.,\ ~ i=':ld:: : ~!J :'f-!.'I)J/i: ,~~~ 

L:1.l: '.."C:."1tIOi t rr:.illi·g .. ~.: t1".,~ \'1 .. if.LOI:::·',-,~ · ira:i; ':;; I , 
t:. .... ~ ~:(;~iti,.J.!. ,..;1 !:. !,::III..a=! \"i:;.L. ';nth u-.e-;:e h',12 
rr. .... . ': i: 'I .. : I ~"i III I Ji n[JlC't ; 1 l' : ir~~ :'k'-':,: : l!I:: .'· ... rJ".."'/ 

wbcil I-~ I;'; 'J,'" tee', ( ::>3T~C lLl." :::.0;:"':'::'1. to 
im 'r, It~· • ...... Irl llb;:~ , ~~ E,I .!I·:t 'l!:.L .:l I ; ~. 

ho--: t.J ... 1 k t I~,.:III ,',"S';.; i.~ri. -u..:.ll)l "0,0;(> W1.;;,lle~ 
t:Jt :.:'klo6:-1.I1 .. :9po..;;h:··i"!r r(: d r!' ;: :IS l !~'l dl"!~ 
:,n n ... il .... ::1 ro,Oll~ :,--.1ther s~de of !h.~ 

f r.'~ c::: 
· ... :·:.J.k >.,':I?- .. ::;'1 ~l~d Ot'.t ~,\·.;.r the. L"~;t ·I.':nte.r 

::)·:'I"l':1l.".'I 1C r 'J ir'1 Ub:; , :rr l1~r 1 !IlB"4, .: Ild th~ 
iUL~iled bl~'j dill1S!o~i;:1 h~.r-!.d.~ (:" . ' :~r ta Ihe 
C rrp pfiCJ~ c) the \J.p €:l/U g oS btlb ft-Qb!;)y tQ lh~ 
T2ut?li~ ~ t ~as.l& tt is beif1\'] U31"'r~ as i I tll:.:Y.8i 
ull\:e ~ t the moment to kE:-e:P. rl llif2Y! <I: d 
Pll\:1J,k: at riiit '.? ~ .. ' 1 is. Q.$.-inq u$(:d 9.~ iOl d"'wi 
offiee a.t th~ T'I\;:>mt:nt \0 ke.e.: l i\ ~!. !,l cir!l:./ 
a:![~d. but '; iJ 900P. pe occuPl.o.:d· ("i,l,<:ltf1 a~ '1 
d·";~~irlg [.e'r fMs. Abbey CJ.r:'I: :i ;:~' staff 

'l'he (';ost of re,-ti lI'j;)isnment ... " ..,. 
approxlmateiy £2l.000 



Forest Lodge, Nottingham. 

A local building with a history and a 
chequered career: 

I am indebted to Ken Brand, the Editor of 
the Nottingham Civic Society's Newsletter 
for permission to use some material in 
preparing this note about The Lodge on the 
Forest 

The Lodge is a well known landmark in 
Nottingham and its dignified yet mysterious 
outline caused many speculations among 
schoolboys such as the writer as to its 
former use. Salmons map of 1861 surrounds 
its plan with the cryptic words 'East Lodge 
(Police)'. Was it a police station, did it have 
cells, could one be locked up in there? We 
never did find out for all attempts to scale 
the railings to get into its lower courtyard 
were thwarted by irate park keepers who 
were not convinced about our well 
intentioned historical research. 

Recently the building has looked far 
different from its condition of forty or so 
years ago. Gone were its railings, gone also 
were most of its windows. The facades had 
peeled and the whole structure looked the 
most sorry and sordid advertisement for 
disrepair that could be seen on Mansfield 
Road, a main access route to the city. 

The Building was, and will now be again, 
a keepers cottage or lodge on the 
Nottingham Forest Recreation Ground. Its 
architect, Henry Moses Wood, was at the 
time of its construction (in 1856/57), borough 
surveyor to Nottingham During its life, 
however, i ts been many things, lastly a 
dump and store for park keepers 
impedimenta. 

Henry Moses Wood was born in Basford 
in 1788. He was educated at the Grammar 
School at the age of 12 (presumably the 
Nottingham High School for Boys, founded 
by Dame Agnes Mellors in 15 13) and -
originally went into the drapery business 
He was skilled at drawing and began his 
career in the offices of Edward Staveley, the 
H~ ~; - ~ ' s kil l~ d ~ t - ili ~ - ';" i ;; g -- ~~ d' b~ga n -his 

career in the offices ofEdward Staveley, the 
corporation surveyor. where he remained 
for several years. In 1814 Wood was listed 
as a 'Surveyor, Parliament Street' and in 
1815 he moved to Park Street (now upper 
Friar Lane) which was his home and 
business address for the res t of his life. Like 
many men of his time he was involved in 
many activities; in various documents he is 
listed as 'Land Surveyor' (1819) and 'Agent 
to the Commercial Wine Company' (1822) 
as architect, and m 1828 he was a brick 
maker at Sneinton as well as architect and 
land surveyor . In 1834 he was one of the 
promoters for the Nottingham and Notts. 
Banking Company and he served as a 
director for many years. In 1836 he founded 
the Notts. and Derby Insurance Company 
and was also surveyor to many schemes and 
projects. 

He was appointed Sheriff of the City in 
1836 and the next year, on the death of 
Edward Staveley, accepted the part-time 
appointment as Borough Surveyor at a 
remuneration of £ lOO per annum. 

Moses Wood's work as an architect in 
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Nottmgham includes work on the Judges 
Lodgings on High Pavement, Carrington 
Hospital (Collins Almshouses now 
demolished) and many other buildings and 
layouts including the Arboretum In 1859 
Mr. M 0 Tarbotton was appointed as 
permanen t surveyor to the City, but 
because of his valued services Moses 
Wood was also retained as a consulting 
surveyor. He died in 1867 in his 80th year, a 
highly respected and well thought of 
gentleman. 

He must have been somewhat eccentric 
however, or considered to be so by some, 
for to return to the Forest Lodge, we see 
from Samuel Collmson's diary (1812----1890) 
the followmg entry '1857 Friday 21st 
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February: Afternoon up to top of Mansfield 
Road, looked in at the Church Cemetery -
then to view Moses Woods last absurdity in 
the architectural line. This is a lodge for a 
keeper of the ground about the racecourse, 
it is a cruciform Grecian Temple built of 
brick and will be all columns and stucco -
the Town Councll ought to be ashamed of 
spending the Town Money in such a 
manner'. Harsh words! 

This repair and re-furbishment has cost 
about £26,000 and has brought the building 
back into modern use. Let lis hope it will 
now be looked after so that in ano ther 130 
years it is worth further re-furbishment, if it 
needs it l 

john Severn • 
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l 8 l!) he moved to Palk Street (now up per 
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b·J.!3ine_ss adJ.!:;!'.:0 for t:!I? rest of hI:; l ife, J like 
l !lany lTIfm of IllS tIme he '..:-::; invulved in 
lmm y ac(i ·. lti €! ~ ; , in various documents I )~ is 
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to the Commercial Win£; Company' (1822) 
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u:::.ko::: at Sw inton uS \lieU ii.:':: architect and 
land surveyor In 1834 he I •• • " .:: , one of the 
promoters [or the Notl lnl: ham Rnd Not':), 
CBi lking Company ;,md h~ s>!-Ived CS rt 

cilrector fot· many yei1v s. In 1836 he founded 
the Notts. ilnd Derby Insurance Company 
and was :,,]so surv€:' yor to many sc hemes and 
projRCtS, 
H~ was i" .. Jlpointed Sheriff of the City in 

1836 and the next year, on the dpath of 
Ed .... ard Staveley, accepted the part-time 
'·.ppointmen( as Borough Surveyor at a 
r( :muneratlon of £ 100 per annum. 

Moses Wood's work as an architect in 
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Nottmgham includes ',':ork 0 :1 the Judges 
Lodqi nqs 0:1 Hlg h Pa-" :jrner,t, G:lrringlon 
Hospit<.!\ (Colli:l:O A \:ushuuses now 
dcIHlolished) <.O f : !llany 011<';1: bulIdings and 
layouts incll.xJ iuj the Arboretum. In 1859 
Mr. M 0 l <1 l botton was appointed as 
p ermanent surveyor to the City, but 
because of his valued services Moses 
Wood was also retained as a consulting 
'Surveyor. He died in 1867 in his 80th year, a 
hIghly respected and well thought of 
genlleman. 

He must have b €B1) somewhat eccentric 
however, or considered 10 be so by some, 
for to return to the I 'orest Loct] e, we see 
from Samuel Colhnson's diary (1812- 1890) 
the foItowmg entry 1857 Friday 2ist 
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February: Afternoon up to top of Mansfield 
Road, looked 10 al the Church Cem€tery -
then !o view Moses Woods lLlst absurdity in 
(he architecnrra! line. 'This is a lodge for a 
keeper of the grot:T!d about the rFlCeCQLTSe, 
it is a cruciform Grecian Temp:~ built of 
brick and will be all columns and stucco -
the Town Councll ought to be ashamed of 
spendmg the Town Money in such a 
manner', Harsh words! 

This repair and re-furbishment has cost 
about £26,000 and has brought the building 
back into modern use. Let Us hope it will 
now be looked after ~o that in GfJother 130 
years it is worth further re-furbisl1ment, if it 
needs itl 

john Severn • 



SIR THOMAS PARKYNS OF BUNNY 
COUNTRY SQUIRE AND AMATEUR ARCHITECT 1662-1741 

PART TWO 

The ciesign for Bunny Hall mixes a medieval 

tower, includmg massive buttresses, with a 

baroque semi-circular gable and Ionic-style 

corner pilasters. Sir Thomas is said to have 

followed the hunt from a telescope mounted on 

the tower, reached by a steep and narrow stan, 

when he was too old and mfirm to accompany the 

riders. The pediment carries the pmeapple motif 

of the Parkyns arms m a decorated stone tablet 

and Imposed the grrandeur of the fashionable 
Mannerist style associated with Vanbrugh. The 

mterior is planned Wlth the pnnclpal rooms 

facing south, and a 3-storey wing is of a later date. 

An account of the hall dated December 1881, 

descnbed the house: 

"Not that Bunny Hall requires enlargement 

(contemplated by Lord Rancliffe) It IS a 

large and spacIous mansion with, on the 

ground floor, a contmuous sulte of rooms 

said to be amongst the biggest in the 

whole County. These, the draWlng room, 

the library and the dmmg room are 

entered from a long corridor, lighted from 

above, termmatmg m a billlard hall, and 

ornamented Wlth glass cases ... " 

"At the end of the sUlte of rooms 15 a small 

conservatory openmg mto the draWlng 

room wluch 15 furmshed m sumptuous 

fashion. Th walls are decorated wlth 

graceful designs and in llvely colours, and 

the furniture IS bnght and elegant... " 

"The fireplace is the work of Italian artists 

It 15 supported by slabs of marble of 

exqUlslte punty beanng on either Side the 

perfectly sculptured form of some 

beauteous goddess. Both drawmg room 

and dming rooms are destitute of pictures; 

It was never intended that those walls, so 

expensively and artlstlcally decorated, 

shouJd be hidden by picture frames". 

expemslvely' and artls'tlciilly decorated: 

shouJd be hidden by picture frames" . 

" ... The windows overlook a square of 
cheerful gardens enclosed by a low and 

open wall . The hbrary IS between the 

drawmg and dmmg rooms, and there are a 

great number of books ... " 

(Great Houses ol Norrmghdmshlfe Leonard Jacks) 

The settmg of Bunny Hall IS enhanced by a tall 

penmeter wall, said to have taken three years to 

bUild. The constructlon m brick 15 innovatory for 

the penod, as It was bUllt of a stone footmg. and 

with open bnck arches below ground to support 

the wallmg over. This detail was mtended to 

permit the spread of tree roots enablmg frUlt 

trees to Yield heavy crops. The form of the 

relievmg arches has a precedent m Roman 

archltecture, a pomt Sir Thomas might have 

appreciated In some places, the top of the arch 

can just be seen above the ground level 

Desplte the important work on the Hal l 

Parkyns pubhshed yet another book, 'Ouenes 

and Reasons', a review of employment and 

wage-rates fixed by the local Justices A 

companson, later adopted m the County hac 

been drawn up m 1721. 

SIR THOMAS PARK'YNS OF BUN Iy 
COUNTRY SQUIRE AND AMATEUR ARCHIITECT 1662-1741 

PART TWO 
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The highest award went to: 

the chief servant of the husbandsman 

The lowest award to: £5 year 

labourers 

Skilled men: 

plumbers 

glazier 

joiner 

9d day in summer 

6d day in winter 

1I8d day 

1I2d day to 1I4d day 

1I6d day 
(all without meat) 

From 1711, Sir Thomas became involved in a 

PrelimInary brief to design a new County Court 

building which was falling into disrepa;r. County 

Records relate the extensive work which was 

undertaken for an account rendered in the sum of 

£6-15-0. However, nothing became of this study 

until March, 1724 when the topIcal journal 

Nottingham Courant reported: 

On Monday morning after the Judge had 

gone into County Hall and a great crowd of 

people, beIng In there, a tracing of two 

that supported the floor broke and fell in 

and several people fell in with It about 

three yards into the cellar underneath. 

Some were bruised but one man named 

Fillingham was pretty much hurt, one leg 

being stripped to the bone and was much 

hurt This caused much consternation in 

the court, some apprehendIng the Hall 

mIght fall, others cryIng out fire etc whIch 

made several people climb out of the 

windows The Judge also beIng terribly 
frightened cried out, "A Plot l A Plot!" but 

the consternation soon beIng over, the 

Court proceeded to business. However, 

the Judge told the Grand Jury that he 

would lay a fine on the County of £2,000 for 

not providing a better hall, not doubting 

that If they built a new one or got the old 

one well repaired, but on their petition, 

His Majesty would remit the fine. At the 

request of the Foreman of the Grand Jury 

the fine was suspended". 

This event caused the review of an alternative 

design proposal which was to be sited In the 

Market Square The colonaded facade sitting on 

a stepped base was much criticised, and even Sir 

Thomas took the opportunity to list 13 objective 

points in 'Queries and Reasons which was then 

being pubhshed. The critics were in any event 

successful as it was decided to repair the old 
Court and introduce work-rooms in the 

basement However even this proposal was 
delayed by discussion until 1770, when an Act of 

Parliament raised the sum of £2,500 for the work to 

commence. 

Sir Thomas's marriage had become 

Increasingly strained, until 1726 when he 

o~ Srr'~''')rhorrias''s ~ "'*aFriage~'~ hacf -liecome 
Increasingly strained, until 1726 when he 

separated from his wife Elizabeth. She never saw 

Bunny Hall .again, living apart in London where 

she died one year later. Both sons from thIS 

marriage dIed young but Sampson the elder, left 

Sir Thomas a grandson, Thomas, for whom he 

assumed responsibility for the boy's upbringing. 

When the boy was 18, he married, and went to 

live at Wymeswold where he precipitated 

quarrels with his grandfather in an attempt to 

secure property at Thorpe and Leake. A letter 

dated 1st November 1730 stated: 

" ... he did not deserve Leake House which 

had cost him £6,000 to build ... and no one 

can build the like for £10,000 ... " 

" ... 1 have laid out £12,000 in building the 

House (at Bunny) I hve In, Parke Wall 

£5,000 and building the tenant's houses, a 

sufficient improvement to yr. Estate in 

future WIthout you unreasonably 

expecting the house at Leake for an old 

song" 

The dispute was finally settled in Court, and the 

young Thomas eventually accumulated gambling 

debts of £3,000 before his early death in 1735. 

Shortly after Elizabeth's death, Sir Thomas re­

married to Jane Barnard of York and by her had 

three children; the eldest, Thomas, eventually 

becoming the thIrd baronet This marnage was 

referred to in hIS will , " ... with much happiness and 

esteem .. . " 

In 1729, SIr Thomas began construction of 
Hlghfields Farm, Costock, to be occupied by his 

wife after his death when Bunny Hall would no 

doubt be too large to manage. Latle IS known 

about this splendId house; set well back from the 

road preventing It beIng noticed eaSIly; there is 

no reference to It on hIS memonal whIch was 

probably complete and in store. The design is 
quite umque within the County, haVing 2-storey 

bnck elevatlons WIth sohdly detaIled corner 
pIlasters agaIn In bnck, but with stone quoins at 

the base and stone capitals, which extend around 

each elevatlon. The roof, clad with plain tlles, is 
curiously a mansard, that IS a dual pitch design 

whIch originated in France. The garden 

elevatIon lacks embellIShment, the windows 

having plaIn brick reveals and arched heads, 

with stone sills and a slffiple stone stnng course. 

The SIde elevatIOns are much less austere, haVing 

two-storey framed openings WIth projecting 
brick semI-circular heads with stone key and 

spnngIng. lt appears that these opemngs have 

been in fIlled by later work and SImpler window 

frames fitted. The top of the wall IS lettered with 

vitrified bnck headers 

"SIr T. PARKYNS ADI729" 

He followed HlghfJelds WIth the better known 

Rancliffe farm, Bradmore a double-pile 3-storey 

farmhouse With gables formIng a symmetncal 

elevatlon to the road and lettered in blue 

headers, "TSP 1736" The entrance IS at the rear. 

e'leviiilon "(0- the' -roa-a '-and'- fettered ' in blue 

headers, "TSP 1736". The entrance is at the rear, 

HappIly, thIS bUIldIng has been restored by 

sympathetic owners; rendenng has been 

removed and spa lied bncks replaced by 

matchlnq facInqs 

NOITINGHAMSHIRE 
BUILDING PRESERVATION 
TRUST LIMITED 

The Old Bowls Pavilion, 
Bridgford Road, 
West Bridgford, 
Nottingham NG2 6AX 

\ 

Many farm buildings in Bradmore are 

attributed to Parkyns, including the adjacent 

Rancliffe barn and Rufford Lodge on the corner of 

Main Street The latter building is clearly an 

earlier work, with stone dressings to the windows 

although the elevations have been sadly faced 

with a cement render and colour wash. 

Of similar age is Blackliffe farm, also on Farmer 

Street, which although smaller has the simple 

detailing which is so successful in the rural 

Nottinghamshire setting. A lobby entance plan, 

similar in design to No. 17 Main Street, Bunny; the 

building has plain brick copings with only the 

brick string course on the front and rear 

elevations being a concession to decoration. 

On the opposite side of the road to Blackliffe 

farm IS the impressive Barn Close farm which has 

an extended frontage coupled to the cathedral­

like barn adjoining. The side elevation reveals an 

outshot room at the rear and has a small elliptical 

window, not unlike the School-house at Bunny, 

but which is not seen on any other Parkyns 

buildings. 

Other buildings by Parkyns on Loughborough 

Road, Bradmore, include Tofts Farm and 

Debdale Farm, both undated, but thought to be 

circa 1730. The barn adjoining Debdale Farm is 

worthy of examination as it has an unusual local 

detaIl where the 4-centred carriage arches 

(since bricked up) have the arch bricks 

projecting some 2 inches from the wall face. 

This detaIl is repeated on the Ranchffe Arms at 

Bunny, and despite its poor weathering qualities 

has lasted well. This Inn was altered by Parkyns 

and was probably hIS last work. The building was 

ongmally a manor house WIth two-storey wings 

projecting from the central hall, but extended by 

him until the road frontage was continuous across 

both gables. A feature on the central brick 
parapet between the gables are three prOjecting 

brick CIrcles; an attempt at classical decoration 

which is quite unrelated to any other parts of the 

building. 

Sir Thomas Parkyns died on the 25th March 

1741, aged 78, and was buried in the vault he 

deSIgned in Bunny Church, opposite the Inn. His 

WIll Instructed that he " .. . be wrapped In lead 

without dissection or embalming ... " and sealed in 

his best stone coffin from his collection. His 

memorial stone can be seen by the visitor to the 

church, where the barely legible inscription 

bears testimony to hIS full and active life. lt is 

suggested that the inn is a good place to end a 

reflection on one of Nottinghamshire's more 

eccentnc characters to whom the quality of local 

vernacular architecture is now thankfully 

recognised, although the brick dovecote in the 

<;:g{ ,I?Jl!!.<,6~ sag!~,\l,yg!y£f@d 'Wd n~maintl,lhf'tSl.l1I~ 

recognised, although the brick dovecote in the 

car park is sadly neglected and remains the only 

remnant of Park Farm, another Parkyns building, 

lost in 1976 through demolition. 

Bryan Gather . 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
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TRUST LIMrlED 
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West Bridgford ~ 
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CHURCH SITE FARMHOUSE 

THORPE-IN-THE-GLEBE 

TR ..... II .""" 

The delightful stone, brick and timber-framed 
farmhouse was listed grade II in March 1960, with the 
following totally inadequate description:-

"Date? Perhaps C18, perhaps built of materials from 
the church. Two storeys, rubble L-shaped with wing 
at the rear. Three casements, three light, with centre 
two-light Simple early CI9 doorway with fanlight 
Slate roof'. 

Dr. Norman Summers' report dated 21st February, 1969, 
on behalf of the Building Trust corrected the main 
omissions, pointing out that this was a timber-framed 
D}} i 1 r;!(1)l::LQf 0;:. ns.idpYiJ bJ.e.tr:Q, nn I!a.!J(~p ~ .A D....e ~ lCl ~L h:mn .his 
omissions, pointing out that this was a timber-framed 
building of considerable importance. An extract from his 
report follows:-

"This is the site of a mediaeval village, depopulated 
for sheep farming, probably during the latter half of 
the 15th century. The farmhouse stands isolated, off 
the minor road from Wymeswold to Wysall, 
surrounded by the remains of the village which can 
still be seen on the ground. The house and site, 
together, form valuable evidence of the history of the 
Wolds area of the south of the County. 

The House has walls partly of brick, and partly of a 
mIXture of vanous stones which may have been re­
used from the former church which stood nearby. The 
stones include squared limestone blocks, with 
boulders and skerry excavated from the clays of the 
Wolds. The walls, however, are facings to a two­
storied timber framed structure, with attics above; 
posts, with short angle braces, carry heavy floor 
beams and joists on the two main floors, and in the 
attics a fine four-bay timber roof is exposed, divided 
by a stud partition with an infill of thin skerry slabs. 
The roof purlinsare wind-braced to the principals, 
and most of the tunbers are original. The date of the 
structure is c. 1600, and possibly earlier". 

"TRUSS. 1111 Of'" 

C"'UIlC ~ FAeM , THORPG ·' ... ·n'6- q1..6& 6 
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Following a measured survey of the roof in January, 1983, 
it now seems likely that the date of the timber frame may 
well be considerably earlier than 1600, as suspected by Dr. 
Summers, and it is hoped that the University can be 
persuaded to include the building in their busy time-table 
of Tree Ring Dating. Now would be an ideal opportunity for 
a dendrochronology survey as repairs are at present being 
c ~rie d out to the building by C. R. Crane & Son at the 
instigation of Rushcliffe Borough Council. 

Under the current listed building re-survey of the county, 
Thorpe-in-the-Glebe is due to be looked at again within the 
next 3 months. The surveyor will be Jane Dawson, and 
Thorpe-in-the-Glebe is due to be looked at agam wlihm me 
next 3 months. The surveyor will be Jane Dawson, and 
judging by her results so far we can expect a much more 
detailed description of the building. 
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CHURCH SITE FARMHOUSE 
THOR'PE-IN· THE-GLEBE 

"be deliql1tful stone, brick ;:md timbF-Y-:'ramed 
fftrmhouse '102, li::l3G qu.de H :n March 1960, with the 
follG',-r;Lnq tr,t.=:lly inadequatE:!(1~~lCIjpILOrr ' 

"Ode? P01hap:: C S, rr.-rhar:;s r: llilt r.f IDe,t.:;rii'lis from 
H',.;:! c hi Tch. T liO S,CI':': y;S, 1 LdJl::C: l -.'o{)C.P8d 1,','l tt \'fillq 
at the rear. Thypp c?$pm~nt~ threE:! liqjl t, with O:': :1tn.: 

two-liqht Sunple I)arly Cl9 doo",:,'ay \~ith fF.nli,]ht. 
Slatp. roof. 
Dr. orman Slln:m~r;~' r p-port riE:1.1ed 2 b l l-'ebru:HY, 1969. 

on behalf of the DuiJdi~1G TIl.Ist cmract.:'!d the Main 
omissions, pointing u Jt lhat Ulis war:. a utnber !l;;.med 
D}} i l~r.t..OfC0))s.irJPl:': tJ.E...~ ~n('l1a.ncp~ .... ~IV~K!T." ('L f.mm .his 
omissions. pointing out that 1hiE .'\'iJ!:i il umber (ramed 
building of considc.:rc.blo imp0rtF.nce, An :::xtr.=:ct from his 
report follo'.,~·-

"This is the site of Fl. mAdi'::;::1!,,\ ';l ilQge, depopulated 
for sheep farrninq, IJrobably dllI'ng the lAtter half of 
the 15th century.l he farrn::owe :;1G.llcls :solated, off 
the minor road from Wymew ..... ·::>lli to Wysall, 
surrounded by the tcn.5ins of: e village '.'lhich can 
still be seen on the ground. 7he house and site, 
together, form valuable evidence of the history of the 
Wolds area of the SQuth of the Co l11ty. 

The House has walls partly of brick , and Pllltly of a 
m]J(ture of various stones which may have been re­
used [ram the former church which stood nearby. The 
stones include squared limestone blocks, with 
boulders and skeny excavated from the clays of the 
Wolds, The wal'ls, however. are facings to a two­
storied timber framed structme, with attics above' 
posts, with short angle braces, carry heavy floo; 
beams and joists on the two main floors, and in the 
at ics a fine fOUT-bay timber roof is exposed , divided 
by a stud partition with an infill of Lhin skerry slabs. 
The roof purlins are wind-braced tCI the principi'll. , 
and most of the li.inbers are original. The date of' the 
structnre is c.1600, and possibly earlier'. 
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Followi.ng Cl mert~lve.J :"1J.IVC-Y of thF! r(»J~' in Jc:nu.::ry, 19;;:;, 
it no-.~· seem::; li:<e l-,. In::.t the date l,f to!": timber frZLllll? m~~,­
wdLbe co~::ideI...:.lJl! 8arl1er than 1300, as3u:::pects .... .::.ly Dr. 
Summer:.:" ::.nrl it is hopud thin Ih~ UIl.i\'0:r~ty ca!') be 
J:= o?rsuaded lO 1 1\(:1":.~ ~ i.1l.:'! builu:nq m the;r bu:.:;y lIlY.:';:-t3hle 
01 'Jee Ring DC:i tiny. NC-I''''''.'Duld be d Il. ideal ;")pporlwJily f0': 
a deol":ochronology survey B;i :r(~pa'-( ;:; rtre ut pre~nt t.:8inq 
c;r"'r ;!'!d out to th(: building by C. R Crane & Son at tt ? 
instigation of Rl1.": ,G life BOrC/1J]h CO_l!lcU. 

Under the (;1.n:tent listed c 'Jildina re-survey d thp. rourll.y, 
Thorpe-in-the Glebe i~ due to be looked rtL 3g:ll~ \':Hhi',\ the 
next 3 months, 'T he surveyor will be Jane Dawson, and 
Thorpe- in-the-G!E.:be is due to b p. [00 ked a l ll'J:il!11'.'1ItlHi (O-=: 
next 3 months, 'The SUI veyot will be Jane Da'J',rson, ilJld 

judging by her results so far we can expect a much more 
detai ed description of ::-le building, 
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