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PIMICH 4ANTD PBATE AT LANGAR HALL

It wap cold end dark and there was a hint of snow
in the air, Thaope stalwart members of the Truast
wha broved the mereilesa elemsnts were soon to be
rewarded by the selcoming lighta of Langar Hall
gtreaming out into the night. Cnee inside the
worm aroba of -a eteaming punch, lovingly prepared
by the host Mrs. Skirving (she trod all the lemons
herselfl} quiclkly dispelled the chill,

frcound a bundred guests werse peegent to enjoy the
pite, wander round an exhibition of the Truat's
work o wateh the Civic Trust film "4 Future for
the Past".  All in all it was a yvery happy and
pleasant occasion and it 1s hoped to build en
{his =succeas with similar ovents in the fuotwre.

Thanks arc duc to the many paople whe contributod
goods and services which made the evening the
suceess it was. Particulasr mention mast be made
of Mra. Skirving who had to bear the brunt of the
hustle and bustle; which she did cheerfully and
efficiently. I am sure that I may express to her
grateful thanks oo behalf of all those whao
nttondsd,.

Bob Middleton.
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positiva gesture in supnort of this work we should be happy
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Life Mephership L20.00,
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made pavable to Nottinghamshire Building Prescrvatlon Trust Litdas, and Torwar ded

Lo the address below.
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110 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3HL.



THE TRUST - WHERE DO WE GG KEXT 7
non A FERSONAL VIEW

by Morman SubEers

The most valvable part of the work of
the Trust f2 that which gees on behind
the scenes; it ia only publicised in
the summaries given from time to Time
at General Meetings or throtgh the
coach tomrs which hare become regular
sl events. It ie neceseary from
time to time, however, to review our
achievements and to plan shead for
chaonging situations.

The Trust operatos mainly through its
General Purposes Sub=-Committee; with
Technicel Advisers backed by a
Technical Panel, The Committee in
furn iz responsible to the Council of
Hanagement which meets quarterly,

A steady flow of requests for advice
and proctical help in the work of
building restoration is received in
the Trust offices, but sometimea
Advisers are approached divect by
people wilo are familiar with the works.
Advieers oarry cult site inspections,
end prepare brief reports for study by
the Technical Panel vhich makes
recommendations fo put before the
Committas.

Tha majority of thess cases resuli in
applications for grant=-sid towarda the
cost of restoration, but a large
number come up solely for advice
concerning craftamen and builders
sympathetic to werl on traditianal
buildings, on suitable matorials, on
procedures for tovn pleanning amnd
building regulation approvals, or even
Just for enceuragement from time to
time s wobrl prococds. The Trust has
built up a reputation s & public

Lody capable of giving informed and
measurad comment. As a result,
nlanning autherities freouently
conmilt the Trust, or at least are
willing to take its comments into
consideration when making declsions,
particularly on listed bulldings= and
in depignated coneervation areas,

Many privato individuals devend on us
to provide an expression of publie
opinion on planning proposala.

It ig difficult to quantify the
puceegs of this worl. A5 a result of

pur efforts, we can point to a ateadily
increasing number of cottaoes,
farmhouzes, and even whole proupa of
buildings in MNottinghemshire towms and
villages which hove been saved to grace
our living environment for many years
to coma. Very fow of these might be
congidered of national isportance, but,
ak pxamples of buildings in the local
traditicn ‘they play an inpeortant part in
helping to retain the character of
their surroundinge in the face of often
ghattering development and change. Of
course there arg failures, Some
buildings are changed out of all
recoghnitien in the name of restorationg
sopme atre lost altopethsr; boat wvery
often, oven in those circumstances it
iz possible to sooe that our efforts
have at loast resulted in a better
solution than if the Trust had not been
concerned at all.

We cannet affoed, however, to take s
static position, or the Trust will
degenerate into simply being & grant—
alding body. Looldng ahead, several
neocssary lines of action are
apparenti

There 1a still a grest deal of work to

do in getiting the message across that
pregervatiaon does not mean a blind
resistance to all Lorme of change, l.e.
the Tossilisation of buildings asz
miselis piccas. It iz p selective
procedure to retain the human oaality
of our visual environment, by the
rastoration and moderniseticon of
buildings of architectural snd historic
interest to & new and uzgelfnl life,
blesiding essantial develooment in
traditional settings. Every member of
tha Trust has a part to play in mattdng
our aims and achisvements known as
widely ap posaibhle, Can mare avents
be prograsied a8 publiecity, and for

the recrmiitment of new menbers?

Theri there are the problems in our
links wiith Lecal Aithorities. HMuch
of tha policy as well as the day-to-
daoy running of ftowm end commitry
planning now rests with the Dlgtrict
Councilsa It is rmch mere diffieult
to maintain good lisison with the
larpger mumbers of these than it was in
the days whon matters were csntralised
moxwe at County Hall.

=
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The University of Nottingham hes recently ast up a
TREE = RING DATING Tree=Ring Study Group which is a joint venture b
AT members. of the Depertment of Adrchasology, Botany and
| Mathegntics, sponscred by generous grants from the
NOTTENGIAM TWIVERSTITY Hottinphemshire Comunty Councdl and the Ssletice Hegsarah
Colncila

tna of the princinal interests of the GRodp 18 teee—
ring deting and it is hopoed fo establiszh a master
chronoelogy for calt for the East Hidlands over the
last thevsand years, The principle and method of
tree=ring dating ig ouite eimple, Troz basia dia that
a living tres adds a single ocrowth-ring to trenk and
branchas epch Yo The thiclmess of the ringd is
danendent on envircnmontel fectors, for cxample; Ll
density of the foreet, the type of =il and the
character of the olisate, The regicnal variability
of elimpla froco wyeor Lo year i% primarily respopsible
far the diffaring thiclmess of the tree-rings.
Pariods of drought or prolonged rainfall #shoold be
clearly merksed in the tree-ring record buel more
moderate chanpgee of climate are also recordods

e e e e e e s e,

Our work has started with the sampling of large ocakd,

Anvone willing to mostly firom Shorvood Forest, which were felled in o
apaist nleage contact: about 1977. Fost of them oroved to have started
life between 1730=1800 but one giant began o, 1400.
Welhe Simpach The tree-ring secuences of all these trees have besen
Bepartmemnt af comrleri med nnri.plntt:'srfl ?r.u::lhiﬂ-&llj,". e af-vvr
Archacaleny, currently 5_11?.13:531:1[; -I;h:..- ra:ng—suqu&nces of el boam:s
The Tnivenalty takon from historic buildings of the 15th=18th
NOTTINGHAM, g canturiss. It is hoped that wulen thE-E_IE Ara
, r computer=matched with those of the living trees from
Y S cheryood it will be pogsible to determine the growth-
Telephones gpoh of esach beam and have a tres-ring refersnce

senuonce, or master chronology, extending from the
oresent to before 1500 iAD,  Eventually we would hope
to be able to give the felling-date of any
substontial pilece of caluwcod after c.000 Al

Mottingham 56101
Extension: 3370.

Tt e e o T Lo Ones established the ocelorood master chronology can be
applizd to etudy of problems of dating and
architectural develonment of historic buildings. It
ie necessary siwplyr to Sample the main structural
timbuers, either by boring or preferably by cuttlng a
thin #lice off one end and matching the ring-
sequence with the master chronology. Obvieusly it
is important to be able to relate these to a plan and
elevation of the building in arder to deteraine
correctly ite histerical development,

I should very much like io0 hear fromn members of Lhe
NBPT wha might be asble to assist with the fieldwarl
aspacts of our project. I+ would be particularly
veluable to have heln with the nlasning end
recording of historic buildingz which sre sither in
coarsa of atteration or rencvation or are under
immivent threal of demolitioms It would alsoc be
valuable to have lecal '"correspondents' in the ecounty
who could keep an eve on such buildings and inform us
as and vhen sultable timbors in them become available
for sampling in the course of such constrictional
worlo.
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There was a report in the Times?
nevepaper for Srd Februpry last, of
uprone and shjsction sxmrassed atb

the mecking held en the previous doy,
when the Government made knowm 1ts
proposalas to expend Lord Gurlington®s
FPalladion YVilla at Chiswvick, Bbuilt in
i7235=-29, by the addition of a one=
storey Exhibition Ceptre on the east
gide of Chiswick Houses  Thether or
not this would incur the destruction
of the link building and Summer
Parlour builit by Burlington befotc the
villoy is not clear from the report.

The villa was inktended to be a
gtatement from Lord Purlingtaon and his
circle of their belief in the Falladian
poveient a3 a true path to a Renodlssance
courge in Sritish Architecture. The
prime movers on this struciure were
Lord Burlington and William Kent, aided
by Colin Caspbell, with Sebastian Ricol
on paintings and ceiling docoraotions
Jointly with Hent. A& brillisnt +team
vho produced & near perfect building.
Hear perfect because Hent's defail in
ceilings here, as at Heolkhem in
Blorfolls, is of impeccable Homan deaign,
but too low in height.

Bolore Chiswiclk was bBuilt,; Colin
Campbell had already given his voersion

JTHE PARISH ROGR, UPTON
by John Gillespic

CHISWICK HCUSE AND THE HNUTHALL TEMFLE,
NOTTINSEHAL by Haf. JohfiEon

of Palladio?a Villa Botonda, near
Vicenza, at Meresaworth in Kend, but so
poptilar was this model that therc were
eventually four exempleos in Englandy
until Muthall Tepple in Nottingham was
degtroved in 1929 and Foolsoray In
Kett birnt dovm since the end of the
lagt war,

Huthall Temple of 1757, of which full
photographs remain in copies of the
Country Life paper fer 10th Hay, 1923,
was of puch esrlier date than the other
vpreione and more Bocopco in the
interior decoration. The domesd
Octagonal Mall had a fine wrought-iron
balcony, end on the walls festoons of
flowers and trophies framing eedallions
fram Aesopta Fables, Tha Haster
PFlasterer wag Thomas Roberts of (cford:
the builder a Thomas Hright. The
writer has studied the photographs at
length and a8 o personal opinion thinks
it st bhave been as good in design as
Chiswickas Al s, its destruction must
have ecrmatad the greatest loss to the
heritage of Hottinghamshire buildings.
The leggon learnt from thie is to
support, in any way, abhy measure that
will protect Chiswick Howss rom
defacement or damage. How to do this
is not yet lmeown, ot it may becoms
apparent if o Publie Tnquiry =nsues.

Hembera will be pleaded to hear that, alter mich dizeusgleon in the willage and
not a little lobbying, & Parish leeting recommended by a small msjority thet
the Parish loom, at osregent Chureh nrogerty, should be bought by the Parigh

Councll ta becons o Village Hall.
Tithe Barn and subatantlal traces of 1ta

The faycurable report by G. Heaumont was

The Roam 18 of intoercst as it

1% the old
timber-Traming are svident.

one factor which contributed to the

Parish Council's decision; in December 1977; to go ahead with the projects
Some doubt had been cast on the stabilifty of the structure and there was nao
laclk of dire predictions as to the consequences of renplra to an unstable

building,.
a new hall wounld have been built and the

Had it not been for the Techhnical Report, 1t 1s quite posaible that

axigating ane allowed to decay,

fembers who were on the NAPT coach tour last Avtunn o the W.Midlands will
remenber the interesting way in which the ipside of the roof at Chester House

Library was renovabaed,
of the insulation arrangements and it is

Mg, Charles has boen kind enough to forward details

hoped that a similar arrangement

can be empleyed at Ustoh enabling the pegoed rafters to be seen clearly from

the inaide.

The leeal Fire Officer has already given his outline approval

to the schems, though Parish Ceouncil agrecment is 552111 required.

The Architect for the renowatien worlc fa Me, K0, Smith of Mowark DeCay and
it is hopad that repairs can start imsediately after completion of the sale,

axpectod in April 1978,
b



Continved Irom page 2 -.s

There is every sign, however, that
thera iz a great deal of useful work
we could do; once our willingness to
beeomne invelwed in local nrobleme is
mderstood, and the goality of our
camment appreciated. Getting this
message acraszs iz another major
hurdle; a sorieg of one-day, or even
half-day conferences set up by the
Trust could ba valuasbhle for the
exchenge of ideas and problems with
plamning authoritics and other bodios,
and for the promotion of better
understandirg,. If & neasure of
social activity ceuld e included in
the programme, beth sides would vicw
the situation &t & more personal
Lovel.

Finally, more opportunities for
direct action should be sought. Let
15 not only wait for projecis of

THE MALTHOUSE, ASLOCKTON
by Grahom Beoumon®

building.

restoration end village improversnt to
he brought to wa, ot seel them ot
and take the initiztive. As pripe
movers in the restoraticn of the
cottages at Windles Square, Calverton,
the Triist demonsirated the feasibility
of rostoration coupled with
modernisaticn to sound habitable
standards at a lower cost than that of
building the =zamne acoommodaticn as new)
a valuable piece of willage heritage
was preserved in the procoessas In the
right financisl climate it should b
poesible to repeet this exercise again
aind again buty even if we lack the
means at the moment, there are local
authorities and private landlords wiio,
with better understanding, could he
persuaded to include this work more
often as an inherent part of a houaing
Propramme,

Porhape 'Information', and
WConinication' should be ey words
built into a stody of fuoiure policys

The Trust would lilke to dreaw Members' atiention to the
spacial archltectural and historic interest of thia
There are oy rural malthouses left in

Hottinghamshire snd the one at Aslockion ie a
comparatiiely complete and unspoilt example.

The building is three=storeyed, of red briclg. with a

low pitch roaf of very large Welsh slates.

There 15

a datestons inscribed 1870 sbove the second Iloor

loading door.
corbelled saves.

The walls hawve brick pillasters and
The distinctive small, souiare,

windows have segmental brigl arches end splayod brick
8ills externally and sliding shutters inside. The
main ipternal features are the large timber hooans
and eagst iren colums on the ground floor and
exposad king-post roof trusses on the second floor.

Originally there were two mal thouscs in Asloclcton,
but the eariier cme vas demolizhed some time a00.

A well as having spocial interest; the building is
aleo eapable of future beneficial use and the Trust
fecla that the best way to preserve it would be to
convert it eympathetically to residentinl or other

suitable use,
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SHELL EETTER ARTTATH

Shell, with the Civie Truet and ihe
Nature Conservancy Council, are Issuing
a further challenge to wvouno paoplean
The 1977778 Bhell Better Britain
Competition ia the fifth in this
gieeeseiyl serles in wihich groups of
people agodd Bebwpenit 10 and 20 under=
take practical schemes of snviconmental
rescus or enhsncement. L4000 praple
from all cver the Dnited Kingdom ook
part in the last coimetition.

ES,DDD in ;_J!:*lﬁl:;:&l will bBe awarded in the
next competition boing launched this
anturm . A brief description of the
]_'lrnj-:':l:.'l; should be subpitdcd o8 soop &g
possible and a detailed description of
the progress of the work would be
reguired by 5ist Julwy, 1978 {by which
time at leapt a significant phase of
the project should have been finizhed).
The Truest heopes that loecal amenity
spocieties will draw the atbtention of
vy people to the competition and
encourage. those undertaking projects
in their areass Details, entry forms,
and the useful booklet "Tipa for
Triers" available from The Civie Trust,
17 Carlton House Torrace, Londomg

EW1Y SAW.

Lagt wear a Leicestershire group were
runnars=iup in the Area Final. The
1st Lutterworth Nange Grovp canverbed
a darelict corner gite into a town
garden, including seating end a Scent
garden for the blind.

STATE AID FOR CHURCHES

Ecclesiaetical buildings in use are now
eligible for grants from the Historic
Huildings Councils Hitherto only
redundant churches have besn assisted
(HOC have recoemended repair grants to
19 redundant churehes amounting to
E2LA, 000 since 1977).

Grants will be restricted to buildings of

cutetanding ouality {though excluding
cathodrals) and proven Tinaneial neood,
Host will be for urgent structural
Pepair, The partial exemption of
listed ecclosiastical buildings from
ligted bnilding control remains but the
.qthFE_fg?ecd botuwsen the DoE and the

-

ER i Heghtrution Mo, B97522

A commany lmited by pisnmses and Heggizeeed in England
Hegistored Charicy Mg, 2540004
RL,gliﬂﬂd CIfices TH) Mancheld Road, f"\ql-'|I‘I!r|;'||:||:|1I Peiz1 JEES;
= Telephone) Matlingham SI801 (57110 0403

churches provides for coneultetion with
the Secretary of Stabe before a listed

chureh is domolished,
HELP ¥WITH CIOMPETITIONS

Local swocleties snd others thinking of
organising an architectural
competition can get help from the Hoyal
Ingtitute of British Architects
including model rles, sigocsted
azpegsors, and advice on organisation
and costs. The RISA Competition
Secretary; Judith Strang, can be
centacted at 66 Portland Plase, London,
Wi (01-580 5533).

VILLAGE VERNTURE COHPETTTECH

Shell UsKa are sponsoring & Village
Venture Competition, through the
Commnity Council for Nottinghamahire,
the aim of which is to encourage
crvivonmental and aoclel projects of
benefit to the looal communities, A
oplk and silver trophy and cash prize
will be awarded ammually to the winper
eniry, and further cash prizes ond
certificates to the ramera-up.
Furthor details can be obitained Irom
The Secretaryy; Cabalsy 110 Mansficld
Boady Mottingham, BHG1 JHLe

Far Your Diﬂt'}'ull

EPRING MEETING
Wednesday, 19th April, 1978
?.30 PaMa

Alfroton Adult Education Centre,
Church Street, Alfreton, Derby.

Spealer: MHE, DEREK LATITAM

"'HE FRESERVATION O
DERBYSHIREYS HERTTAGE®

Full detalls available Treom the
Snerotary.




