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SURVEY OF BUILDI NGS 

TRAINI NG COURSE AT FLINTHAH - SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 4th & 5th APRIL 

The Trus t has arr a nRed a traini ng course for Members and others 
interested in t he r ecording of old buildings. The objectives 
of this course Hill be : 

1 . t o enab l e ~: embe r s to acquire a deeper knowl edge and 
appr eci a tion of t he char act er and history of houses in the 
county; 

2 . t o build up a collect ion o f surveys (ass essment of the 
char acter of houses will t hen not be superficial as it 
tends t o be a t present) t o ' bet t er equip the Trust for ' its 
main t ask of conser va t ion . 

The course will i nclude t he pr a ct i ca l r ecordi ng of sever a l 
buildings i n Flint ham. 

'rher e "'ill be an Int roduct i cn t o t he course by the Chairman 
of t he Trust , Pr of essor M. W. Bar ley , t o be he l d i n the 
Lecture Hall of t he Departme nt of Adult Education, Shakespear e 
Street, Not t ingham. 

Full de tails a nd an application form ar e enclosed Vlith this 
newsletter . 

Link House,1/IO Mansfield Road , 
Nottingham, NG1 3~-1L . 
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B U I L D I N G S 

AT R I SK 

REG ISTER 

Progress Report by Mike Pringle, Co-ordinator 

I took over the Buildings at Risk Regi s t er in April 1980 and since 
then I have visited 66 sites which have been notified a t one time or 
another to be at risk . I f ound that nine sites were no longer at 
risk at all (due to demolition in two cases), and I have i dentified 
23 buildings \'Ihich seem to be a t r;reat risk. 

Being a comple te amateur, I have only been able to comment on the 
structural stat e of the bui l dings and unable to form valued 
judgments as t o t heir architectural or hi s torical worth - this i s for 
the technical advisory panel. I have taken photographs and made 
notes to help t he experts to advi se which buildings should be 
campai gned over and how such an ac tion should be planned. It is 
becomi ng increasingly obvious to me that statutory powers ar e un
likely to be fruitful except in a very limited number of cases, and 
\'Ie will need to r ely on i nformat ion (to both the owners and the 
public) and gentle persuas ion. 

A full list of all the buildings Hhich the Advisory Panel consi ders 
to be at grea t r isk ,Ii 11 , hopefully , be circulated to all members of 
the Trust fair l y soon , and then I" ill be t he time t o suggest any 
sites that you think should be added. The Regioter is intended as 
both a reference file and a basis for action - so anyone who wi shes 
to see entries or look through the photographs of these buildings 
i s more t han He lcome. 

If a nyone feels inclired to help i n the task of keeping the regi s ter 
up-to-date by visiting sites and checking on progress (or lack of it) 
then please contact me (S l ack ' s Farmhouse , Low Street, Besthorpe, 
Hr. Newar k. 1'el: 1'!eHark 892298) . 

The follOl.ing is an extract from an article whi ch appeared in the Sunday Times 
recent l y: 

"CHINA'S DIPLOMATS AND Dlll0LITION HEN 
,lIN THE BATTLE OF PORTLAND PLACE 

'],he demolition of a pair of elegant 18th 
century houses in one of London ' s f inest 
streets is clai med to have been the . 
result of an unprecedented extension of 
diplomatic i mmunity -- to avoi d upsetting 
the Chinese. 

The houses, in Por tland Place , were 
desi gned by t he brothers Adam and Here 
officially listed for their architectural 

and historic im ~ ort ance. Though China 
used them as its embassy, during the past 
20 years they had be come increasingly 
dilapi dated , although t he Grea ter London 
Council had been pressinf, for more t han 
a decade for t he property to be maintai ned. 
In January they Here knocked down." . 

It i s ironic tha t t hi s i nsensi ti ve act I'las supl"orted by the Foreign Office for fear 
of offending the ' sensit ive' Chinese. lire we to expect our archit ectural heritage 
to be further di minished by an onslaught of 'sensitive ' forei gn diplomats? 
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'rECHNICAL ADVISERS 
Report on first meeting 

The first meeting of the Trust's extended technical 
advisory panel was held on Thursday, 5th February 
and provided an opportunity for the Advisers to meet 
as a group. 

Dr. ~ I ike Pringle ,_ '-Iho is responsible for the Trust's 
Buildings at Risk Register, presented provisional 
reports . on the buildings which had been brought to 
his attent·ion. Some 20 of t hese properties 'Jere 
selected for further detailed investigation by the 
technical advisers, after which, a ction will be taken 
as seems appropriate to safeguard their future. 

Technical advisers were also asked to review not 
only these, but other buildings as prospective 
purchases for the Trust, which is keen to expand and 
develop its revolvj.ng fund 'IOrk. 

The Farm Buildings Survey, which >!as begun us ing the 
Special Temporary Employment Pro ~ ramme, was to be 
continued on a voluntary basis and, as a first step, 
a training weekend is to be arranged at Flintham 
for interested Members. 

M E M B E R S HIP 

Although we have gained a 
it is with regret that we 
dmm on last year and no" 

number 
report 
stands 

follows: 
Narch ' 80 

Individuals 
Parish Councils 
Life Hembers 
Amenity Societies 
Women's Institutes 
Companies 
Estates 
Educational Establishments 
Villae;e Halls 

139 
40 
29 
25 
23 
16 

2 
1 

1 

of ne>! supporters, 
tha t membership is 
at 271, made up as 

Harch ' 81 

137 
38 
31 
24 
21 
16 

2 
1 

1 

The Trust ir. r,r ateful for the support it receives 
but would again urge members to encourage others 
to join us in this '-lOrth'-lhile t ask of seeking to 
preserve the county's buildings of historic or 
architectural interest. A new publicity brochure 
will be availa ble soon and if anyone "QuId like to 
receive supplies for distribution t o friends or 
organisations please drop us a line . 

\1e are grateful to the following di s trict councils 
for cont ributions received to dllt e for 1980/81: 

Gedling, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire County 
Council and Rushclif f e. 
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REDUNDANT BUILDINGS IN THE COUNTRYSI DE 

LIABILITY OR ASSEr? 

/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/ -/-/- / - / -/-/-/ -/-/-/-/-/ -/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/ 

For some historic buildings the end comes 
quickly as they are knocked dOl'm to be r e
placed by a new deve l opment. For many 
more , no lAn ~ er requir ed or suitable f~ r 
the purpose for which t hey were built final 
demolition comes a t the end of a l ong 
period of de cline and decay. In a fe", 
fortunate cases , for i nstance the old 
Parish Room convert ed i nto a Villa f'e Hall 
by Upton Parish Council, a new viable use 
can be found for them \1hich serves the dual 
function of preserving our architectura l 
heritage and providing much needed 
communi ty facilities. Sadl y , s uch cases 
are f~n1 and f fl r bet ween but , happily , there 
are s1gns that more and more of these 
buildings are being regarded as a potential 
resource rather than a liability. 

Changing agricultural practice has led to 
many of these redundant buildings ' dO\;n on 
the farm'. The 'l'rus t surveyed many such 
buildings through the Farm Bui l dings 
Survey undertaken t hr ough the Soocial 
T ' emporary Employment Programme. This wor k 
i s to be continued by volunteers whom the 
Trust w:l.ll be training through the weekend 
at Flintham on April 4th and 5th. 
Recording , hOl-lever valuab l e , does not 
safeguard a property, it i s at the most 
insurance aga inst l oss . The best security 
i s to bring t he buildi ng back into everyday 
use. 

Changine; agricultura l practice vlhich 
created the s tock of redundant farm 
buildings has had ano t her major eff ect , far 
fewer people are needed to wor k a gi ven 
area of land and there has been a marked 
decline in the number of people employed 
on the land. As a result , the rural areas 
need ne.1 sources of employment. The b10 
needs ca n be neetly ma tched by the 
conversion of redundant farm buildin~s to o 

rural \10rkshops . This poli cy is being 
actively pursued by a range of organi sations 
in a variety of ways . 

by Bob Middl eton 

The Council for Small Industries in Rural 
Ar eas has started to compile a r egister 
of such buildings . Severa l District 
Councils are conducting their own surveys 
and indeed Newark Di s trict Council, Rural 
Areas Work i n g Party has gone so f ar as 
to r ecommend t hat unless t here are s trong 
environmental objections, there should be 
a presumption in favour of small scale 
light industrial development in villages 
Vii thin t he defined 'rura l employment 
priori ty areas '. 

The Community Council f or Nottinghamshire 
i s providing practical support to f ar mers 
"'ho have buildings they wi sh to dispose 
of through Hr. Ge off Turner , one of the 
Trus t' s Technica l Advisers. Free advice 
is given on the suitability of the 
building taking into account the area, 
available services, access and other 
constraints and advant ages . The costs 
assoc i a ted with the proj ect are being met 
by a gr ant from the Development Commission. 

Turnint; from country to town, a new 
pr oj ec t i s being developed vlhereby 
redundant buildings (not necessarily of 
architectural interest) are converted 
into community use . The pr oject is 
called ' The Neighbourhood Use of Buildings ' 
and Space ' and it is being supported by 
Int er Action Trus t Ltd. (1 5 Wilkin Street , 
London, Nli5; (01 - 267- 9421) • Extensi ve 
help and advice i s available but the 
buildinf, must be located in the Inner 
City Area . 

Redundant buildings can be a liability. 
Increasingly they are being regarded as 
an asset. The Trust itself i s ahlays 
on t he lookout f or interesting buildings 
\d t h pot ent i a l for re-use. Trust member s 
can he lp with specific ideas for the 
buildings i n their area. Nothing is more 
satisfying t han seeinE a Phoenix rise 
from the ashes of years of neglect and 
decay . 
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'rhe ninth contribution t o the series by 
Adrian Henstock , t he County Archivist, describing basic 
documentary s ources for tracing t he his tory of smaller 
houses in Not t inghamshire built before c.1900. 

+ + + + + + + + + 

This article continues t he s econd par t of t he s eries describing t he history of 
selected l ocal buildings . This issue 's example i s again of a building with a 
specialised funct ion - a wat er mill - and again of a property a tta ched to a 
large estate . 

3. HOVERI NGlWl HI LL 

(a) !r,£hit.<::.c!.ll!:a! ~ i~t~.r ;L 

Hoveringham Nill s t ands a lone ami d f i el ds well a"ay f rom Hoveringham 
village on the pari sh boundary >/i t h Cay thorpe and Gonals ton. The 
compl ex of brick- and- pant i le far M and mill buildings s traddl es a mill
race diverted f rom the Dover Beck , a s tream >:hich "as hi storically 
remar kable for t he l a r ge number of mills - chiefly corn and paper -
which were a ccommodat ed a l ong its length . An undershot wa t er-wheel of 
11 foot diame t er i s housed in a low building built a cross the mill-race 
and i s geared up to t hree pai r s of mills tones for grinding corn s ited 
i n t he adjoining mill-building , a t all t hree-s toried structure . To 
the eas t of t he wheel-house i s t he miller' s hous e, compris ing t wo 
par a llel s t aggered I.ings. Each >ling has the appear a nce of a separate 
cottage . 

Two of the buildings bear small dat e-s t ones set into the brickl.ork of 
t he gable-ends . Da t e-s t ones all-lays have t o be regarded critically 
but i n thi s case both ap r ~ a r t o be aut hentic and in their origina l 
situation . That on the mill r eads ' B" C 1778 ' and tha t on one of the 
'.-lings of t he house r eads ' RF 1846 ' . 

Vii t h r egar d to the earlier dat e- stone the f i rst point t o be borne in 
mind is t hat t he i ni t i a l s r ead ' BCF ' and not ' BFC', as t he s urname i s 
near ly a l t .• ays gi ven pr omi nence on s uch s tones. The s econd point is 
t hp t it is normal for such i ni t i als to re f er t o a married coupl e , i . e . 
B ••• and Coo. }'. • • , Hho presumably built or r ebuilt the mill in 1778 . 
Thei r identity .. /ill be di scussed beloH. 

An examinat i on of t he bri ckwork of the bui ldi ng compl ex s ugGes t s t hat 
the mi l l, wheel house and one wing of t he hous·e are contemporary, 
being planned i n one line , and t hat the second hous e "linE> 11as added 
l a t er, pr es umabl y in 181f6 . 

Perhaps the most obvi ous s t arting poi nt i s t o t r y to identify the initials 
on t he date- s tones. The 1846 stone f a l ls Hi thin the period cover ed by 
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TRACING THL H I ~ TO RY OF YOUR HOUS£-9 
continued ••• 

commercial directories and the Hoveringham section of \'/hi te' s 
Directory of Nottinghamshire of 1844 lists the name of Robert Faulkes, 
corn-miller, '1ho seems likely to have been the' R.F.' of the date
stone. For the 1778 stone it i s more difficult, but here the 
obvious sources are the Lund Tax ass essments >lhich list all owners and 
tenants of property for ea ch parish from 1780 onwards, and which are 
in the Nottinghamshire Record Office. However, the 1780 assessment 
for Hoveringham does not reveal any obvious candidate >lith the initials 
, B.F. " but this' could be due to the two-year interval between the two 
events. It is 'tempting t o assume that ' B.F.' will also be a me mber of 
the Faulkes fa mily but thi s is an example of the dangers of circumstantial 
evidence a s it ultimat el y turns out not to be the case (see below). 

The presence of da te-s tones ,d th initials on a domes tic or farm building 
prior to the 19th century of t en indica tes that the building was erected 
by an o,mer-occunier, especially a 'yeoman' fa r mer or tradesman who 
was proud enough of hi s a chievements t o record th~ f act in stone. It 
is unusual for tenants t o put their names on someone-else' s property, 
but t '1,ere were certa in long-leaseholders who enjoyed good security of 
tenur 2 and '1ho had a reasonably f ree hand in what they did with their 
property. In the case of Hoveringham mill the present owner is 
Trinity College, Cambri dge , and inves tiga tion s hoVls that, like the Old 
House at Bleasby and t he Fl ying Horse a t Nottingham, the property has 
als o been in the hands of the same ins titutiona l O'ffier f or many centuries. 
As before, t his means that ther e will be no title deeds a vailable, as 
it has r a rely changed hands, but there will hopefully be surviving 
estate records. 

These records do in f act exist at t he Coll ege of Cambridge, and s how 
tha t the College ' las gr anted t he 1I0veringham estate by King Henry VIII 
in 15!f6 a s part of i ts origina l enclo,nnent, and the mill 'Ihich formed 
part and parcel of the es t a t e has not changed hands sincet HO>lever, 
it was cus tomary i n par t of t he 1Rth and 19th centuries at least for 
the College to save i tse l f t he bother of the everyday management of a 
distant estate by le t ting i t out as a "Ihole to a major tenant >lho would 
then sublet the lands a nd hous es as he wished. In the 1ilt h century 
the less ees wer e the Gilbert-Cooper f amily '"ho lived at Thurgarton 
Priory a nd in the 19th century the Sutton family. For these periods 
the lacal es t a te r ecords woul d have been kept by thos e families , some 
of Vlhich ha ve no'" come into t he Not t inghamshire Record Office by various 
meanSD 

On the principle that it i s bes t to work back ... ~ in time fr om the 
known to t he unkno\ffi one ca n begin >li th the 19th century esta te r ecords 
at Cambridge. A valua tion of 1R81+ describes the buildings and the 
rooms, and it i s int er esting to note t ha t the mill machinery was the 
property of the under tenant - then ~ illi am Lee. There is another 
valuation of 1845 "hen Robert Faulkes "las t he undertenant', >lhich s h0\1s 
that he l eased s ome 70 acr es of l and a long with t he mill. Added to 
the sur,vey i s a us e ful not e t hat the house >las rebuilt , in 1R!'5- 6, 
conf irming the dat e s tone , and t ha t the cost ,"as shared . From an 
estimate of £330 th e College pa i d £100 , Sir Richard Sutton, "ho leased 
the manor and some 500 a cres fr om t he College, pai d £100 , and 
Robert Faulkes £130 , although ot her evidence s uggests t hat he actually 
paid out nearer £400 . Even t hough an undertenant , this i s perhaps 
" hy he felt justified i n placing hi s initia l s and date on the house. 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-9 
continued 0. 0 

Robert Faulkes' successor in 1872 was Thomas Faulkes, probably his son, 
but he was frequently in arrears with his rent and gave up the tenancy 
in 1881. 'This was the period of the great agricultural depression when 
farmers were finding it .hard to make ends meet, and it is a very telling 
sta.tement that when Faulkes left he had been trying to find £125 a year, 
but the inc:Jming tenant in 1881 was only asked £75. 

Before the 19th century the estate records are less full. A College 
rental of 1746 shows that the mill was held by John Flinders . In the 
Nottinghamshire Record Office i s a beautifully- executed written survey 

Dra\<ing by Oliver Baines 
from a photograph of 1966 

Hith accompanying map of t he estates of John Gilbert-Cooper in 'l'hurgart on 
and Hoveringham in 1777, carefully distinguishine between his own 
freehold land and tha t he leased from t he College. 'rhe mill i s shown 
as College land occupied by \-JidOl< Flinders , and else\'lhere in t he pari sh 
other land was held by Brian Flinders, \<ho seems t o have lived in a 
neighbouring village, poss ibly LOI·ldham. In view of the closeness of 
this d",te to the 1778 date-s tone t he probability is that Wido ~ 1 Flinders 
died in 1777 or 1778 and Has succeeded i n t he undertenancy by a relation, 
Brian Flinders , \'Iho pr obably rehuilt the mill, possibly with assistance 
from his landlords . He and hi s wife \<ere presumably the ' B. and C.F. ' 
>Ihose initia ls a ppear 'on the dat e- stone, and some deta iled genealogical 
research amongst the local parish regi s t ers would no doubt resolve the 
relationship. 

The documents consulted so far cover the history of the present building, 
but as it is evident that there \'Ias a mill on this site much earlier, 
attempts can be made to trace the history of its predecessors. As 

usual , one is faced with the problems of identifying the property from 
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TRACING THE HISTURY OF YOUR HOUSE-9 
continued ••. 

the documents, even thouGh water-mills are usually specified as such. 
The chief problem is tha t there have been at least two mills in 
Hoveringham parish as well as others on the Dover Beck in adjoining 
parishes which are difficult to distinguish one from another. The 
foundation charter of Trinity College in 1546 refers to a mill called 
Snelling Hill which appears to have been in Hoveringham. Those 
national archives which are now available in print reveal that, similar 
to Bleasby, the endo~Ment for the College comprised land confiscated by 
the Crown at the Dissolution of the Honasteries, and that Hoveringham 
and its mill had previously been the property of nearby Thurgarton 
Priory. The bailiffs' accounts for the newly-dissolved priory in 1540 
(in the Public Record Office) refer only t o a mill called 'Barell Hylne' 
in Hoveringham. The Thurgarton Cartulary (register of deeds) now kept 
at South,<ell Minster contains a priory rental of 1328 and a copy of 
Edward Ill's charter confirming the priory's possess ions in 1340, and 
both records mention both Snelling and Barrell Mills. In addition 
Domesday Book of 1086 lists blQ mills in Hoveringham. Trinity College 
surveys from 1576 onwards, however, refer to fields called the Old Mill 
Field, etc., Hhich seem to have been situated near the confluellce of 
the Dover Beck and the Trent, which suggests that one mill disappeared 
after the Dissolution, but which one? The Cartulary contains a record 
af the original gift of Snelling Mill to the priory by Ralph de Beauchamp 
as early as c.1180, and although it cannot be proved conclusively, the 
evidence does point to the fact that the present mill stands on the site 
of Snelling Mill, which in turn was probably in existence at the time 
of Domesday and even earlier back in the Anglo-Saxon period. 

In conclusion the history of this property can be traced largely as a 
result of the continuity of ownership under only two institutions, which 
remarkably span the whole period of 800 years from 1180 to the present 
day. There are problems caused by the complicated tenurial relationship, 
as at some periods the property had an owner, a principal tenant and an 
undertenant, which is confusing to the researcher. On the other hand 
there is the bonus of the date-stones, but the dangers of leaping to 
conclusions are evident from the fact tha t 'B.F.' and 'R.F.' turn out to 
represent totally different surnames. 

Most of the above information is taken from an article by F. vi. Patmere, 
R. Fincher and N. Summers in the Transactions of the Thoroton Society, vol.70, 
1966. Articles by W.A. James on 'The Mills of Doverbeck' appeared in the 
Lowdham, etc. Parish Magazine in 1936, and historical notes en the mills by 
J. W. Russell are deposited in the Nottinghamshire Record Office (M 1926-1985). 

00000 

In the next issue : Further local case studies. 

N.B. In the December issue pages 8 and 9 (Tracing the History of Your House-8) 
"ere inadvertently trans posed and "e offer sincere apologies to the 
Author, Mr. Henstock, and readers for any inconvenience caused. 

FOOTPATH VlALK - ANNES LEY - SUNDAY, 17th MAY - Assemble 10.00 a.m. at the 
car park, Annesley Miners' Welfare, Annesley Weodhouse. 
This event is being organised by the Kirkby & District Conservation Society. 
For further details please contact Sylvia Sinfield, 66 Kingsway, Kirkby-in
Ashfield, Notts. Tel: Nottm. 752833 . 
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'1981 

~ . .I{\JTERf\Ji\ TIONAL 
·YEAR,'OF D~SABLED 

",PEOPLE " 

The ·United Nations has designated 1981 the 
International Year of Disabled People and 
the year will provide a major opportunity 
for edu~ating people -about disability. 

The aims of the year are: 

1. Increasing a>/areness of the needs i 
abilities and aspirations of disabled 
people. -, 

a 

2. To increase participation, equality and 
integration of disabled people. 

3. Tfie prevention of disability. 

4. More ' posi ti ve attitudes tOI,ards 
disabled people. ' 

... ~. 
, 

The Year of the .Disabled People does not 
mean that the disabled alone should 
organise events and activities to mark 
the year. lie want it to involve us all 

In Nottingham \'/e have formed a small group 
of people working with the disabled 
organisations to t~y to .stimulate efforts 
to marl): , the year. Already we have ne>/s 
of special events being planned - a gala, 
concerts, sports events, a pantomime and 
exhiQi~ions but we want more. The 
Co-ordina~in g Oroup will be producing and 
distributing >ridely to the public a Diary 
,of Events for IYDP 1981. The events 
themselves are being organised by local 
groups, community associa tions and clubs. 

I;e would be very pleased to hear from 
anyone who wants to contribute towards 
the effort of IYDP 1981. ' 

But tliese can , only be achieved if the \,hole 
community both able bodied and disabled 
take the initiative to participate by 
organistnt, events and publicising the year. 

,. Please ~o~tact Mrs. Mary Perry, 

~Ie must 'all know several di sabled people, 
for disabled doee not mean just the 
physically handicapped, but also the blind, 
deaf, hard of hearing , speech impaired, 
mentally handicapped and mentally ill. 
Add to these, those disabled by ageing 
and we see it is quite a l ar ge section of 
our community. Just stop and thinlc how 
m",ny disabled, people, you know: Don 't 
they have the sa ~e topes, aspirat ions, 
needs and pleasures as you have? - and how 
poorly our society provides f~r them. 
It is so difficult for disabled peopl e to 

'do' many- of· 'the ' things· 'we t ake for-granted,. 

" 

Volunteer Co-ordinator for IYDP 1981 , 
c/o 31a Hansfield Road, Nottingham, 
Telephone: Nottm. 46714 (for messages) 

or (for Ashfield) Mr. M. Halliday, 
Old Police Station, Sutton-in-Ashfield. 
Telephone: ~lans field 515614 

or (for Bassetlaw) Hr. M. Nel1stead 
Priory Gatehouse, Cheapside, l ' lo rks~p, 
Notts. Telephone: I;orksop 86868. 

Mary E. Perry 
-Information ,Co-ordinator"IYDP 1981. 

. " 
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BROXTOWE SURVEY 

Broxtowe Borough Council have begun the 
comprehensive task of checking and up
dating all the preservation orders f~r 
trees in the borough. 

There are 46 orders in force in Broxtowe, 
many of them handed on by predecessor 
au~horities at loca l government reorganis
~t10n, and there are serious inadequacies 
1n a ·number of orders. 

Th e survey >lill take account of any new 
developments and tree planting . The 
initial survey, of 12 orders, has already 
been completed and t he Council's 
administra tion and legal services depart
ment have been r ecommended to up-da te the 
orders \1here necessary. A ltho~ g h only 12 
orders have so far been revie;!ed 195 
individual trees and six groups ~f \1ood-
lands have been prot ected . . 

Reports that legislation is soon to be 
introduced into Parliament to gi ve the 
Government pO\1er to sell off Forestry 
Commission land is a matter which 
should be vie"ed ,"i th grea t apprehension 
by all interes ted in the well-being of 
our countryside. 

ANNESLEY PARK 

Kirkby and District Conservation 
Society advised Ashfield District 
Council Planning Department 
immediately it learned tha t tree 
felling was in progres s here. 
On investigation it >Ias found that 
David Adams Limited had cleared 
some small trees but had also cut 
dOlm the large Walnut tree which 
\1aS probably the last remaining 
example of that species in the 
area - i t >las claimed that it was 
diseased. The Secretary of the 
Society pointed out to the 
planning department that there 
wer e some very rare trees in the 
Arboretum which had been brought 
back fr om the overseas travels 
of the Cha',orth family and 
these bore nameplates giving 
details of their origin. An 
assurance had been given tha t 
there Hould be no further major 
felling of trees I1ithout the 
pri or agreement of the Council. 

STOP PRESS • • • A Tree Preservation 

Order has nOH been issued on thi s 

wood • 

PU B LI CA TIONS 

RECORDING OLD HOUSES : A GUIDE 
Produced by the Council for British Archaeology 

Recording Old Houses: a guide is 
essential reading for all those concerned 
with recording buildings, Hhether t his i s 
being done as a purely hist orica l s tudy 
or as an aid to the making of planning 
decisions. 

In recent years , the number of his torical 
buildings being demolished may have 
dropped but the number which are subjected 
to extensive r estoration has grea tly 
increased . It i s desirable tha t old 
buildings be ada pted to modern needs but 

in t he process significant features may 
di sa ppear t o be lost forever unless they 
are r ecorded first. 

This publication sets out to tell the 
inter ested amateur in clear and concise 
language how this can be done . Copies 
may be obt ained from the Not t inghamshire 
Building Preserva tion Trust Ltd. at 
Link House, priced £1.95 per copy plus 
20p pos t and packing (£1.45 + 20p p & P 
to Hembers of the Trust). 
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TAX RELI EF \>JOULU HBLP 
TO SAVE HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

The cost of buying and renovating historic buildings s hould 
be allowed to be set agains t Corpora tion Tax; the 'savage 
form of discrimination ' of charging VAT on repairs and 
maintenance, but not on demolition or nel1 buildings , should 
end, and there should he a more flexible approach to the 
fire and building regulations confronting Qvmers of historic 
properties. 

These are among t he 75 recommendat ions , aimed at sa,ving the 
country's 'llel buildings - from mansions and warehouse,S to 
churches and far ms '- by creat ing neH roles for them. They 
are contained in Britain's Historic Buildings: A policy for 
their future use, the r eport of a Horking party, chaired by 
Lord Hontagu of , Beaulieu, on alt erna tive uses for historic 
buildings . 

The r eport (Price £3 . 00 from the British Tourist Authority) 
says too many old buildings have already been lost, and 
stresses that time is running out fast for many others which 
can be saved if economic alterna tive uses ca n be found . 

Ot her r ecommendatinns incJ.uded in t he report are that 

Centr~ Government s hould introduce guide lines r equiring 
governme'nt departments , nublic sector bodies and local 
authorities to consider re-using hi storic buil dinr,s to mee t 
demands for ne vI accommodation. 

Secretaries of State, with help from the Property Services 
Agency , should have a direct Hatching brief for his toric 
buildings in the hands of all government departments. The 
report als o recommends t hat Central Government offer unwanted 

Manor "'arm, R.ampll<n 

listed buildinr.s for sale or lease; anel tha t more funds be Sout-h""e \I Road ) 
given to the Hi s toric Build.ings Councils. "'hen considering Caunl-o", 
rate reform, Government should make a special s tudy of the 
pJight of historic buildings . 

Local Authorit i es and Public Bodies should carry out an 
inventory of their his toric properties and put ' r edundant 
buildings on the market as s oon as possible. Local 
authorities shouJ.d explor e other financia l means of helning 
the private sector to undert ake conservation; approach 
building owners with suggestions f or r ehabilitation and new 
uses, anel support their sugr;estions with offers of grants or 
loans . 'fhey should cons i der Hhether empty houses could be 
offered at minimum prices to homeovme r s willing to carry out 
renovRtion ,.ork. 

For any kind of forge Hork , desi gned 
or to specifica tions/blueprints; 
high clRss ornamental ironl1ork, res toration 
work, etc. contact: 
J.B. Hallam, Hill For ge, PriestgRte, 
East Harkham , Newark , Notts. NG22 OQT 
Tel : lUxford 870845 
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