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The Work of the Trust 

The Trust - as a li~ited company with charitable status -
ope ra"tes within a legal framework, designed to pr otect 
buildings of historical and architectural interest and 
t o maintain the character of towns and villages in 
Nottinshamshire. The Trust was formed in 1965 and has 
over the past yea r s built a f::'ne r eputation for its 
assistance both financial and technical in helping 
preser ve the heritage of the County. However in r ecent 
years the Trust has lost , because of Gover~ent cutbacks , 
the financial ass i stance of some of the local counci l s. 
The Trust will therefore concentrate on : 

(a) Advising l oca l planning authorities on applications 
to alter or demolish listed buildings , ar.d on 
applications affecting conser vation areaS i 

(b ) Presenting evidence on the same issues if and when 
they come t o publ ic inquirY i 

(c ) The Trus t i s anxious to extend its work in two ot he r 
di r ections. I t i s prepared to offer technical 
advi ce t o owners who, without propos i ng to alter a 
bui l ding , wish to maintain its essential c~aracter 
and possibly to restore histor ic featu r es. Such 
advice calls for professional knowledge and ski l ls. 
Owne r s will t herefore be expected to pay a modest 
charge fo r such advice . This advice is available 
not only f or bui ldings lis t ed or in conservation 
areas , bu t for any bui l ding of age; 

(d) The Tr ust is pa r ticularly anxious to resume its 
policy , carr ied out successfully in Wir.dles Square, 
Calverton of acquiring old buildings, r.estor ing 
them suitably and then selling. The Trust has 
l imited capital funds for this purpose, but hopes 
t o be abl e t o bor r ow the additional funds f r om the 
Civic Tr us t or f rom l ocal authorities . 

Subscriptions 

Our subscr i ption l eve l has s t ayed the same fo r many yea r s 
de,pite a huge increase 1n administration cos ts . The 
annua l subscription ~arel y covers the cost of t ~ e newsletter 
and postage. Ou r income f r om loca l autho ~ i t y grants has 
been drastically reducec and so we mus t r ely on 
dramatically i nc r easing our member ship to survive. So , 
pl ease try ~o enl ist a new member this year - leafl ets 
advertising our wor k are available from the Trust ' s 
offices - or why not take out a subscription t o t he 
newsletter for a fri end who has moved a',/ay f r om t he a r ea. 

The Tr ust 'has accu=ulated a large collection of photographs 
and reports , and th~y are important for reference. 
Recently the Trust has surveyed a number' of farm buildings 
because the are often nolo' redundant. They differ f rom 
one par t of the county to another, and it is imposs ible 
t o advise on , f o ~ instance , a pr oposal to convert a 
bar n in to a house u~less its historical character is 
understood. Recer. tly the Trust has extended this by 
arranging su r vey i ~g weekends for membe r s . At these 
members learn the ~~chniQue of measur i ng bu i l dings whi l s t 
acqui ring a va luab l e record fo r the Tr us t o f the impor t ant 
buildings 1n a pa r ticular village . 

FI NANCE AND ESTAELISHI1ENT 

The Trust depends f or i ts finance on vol unt ary dona t ions . 
The l argest source of voluntary help is suppl ied by local 
author it i es. Fr o:: 1980 and for the foreseeabl e f 'Jtu r e , 
owing to cutbacks i~ Local Government expenditure, the amount 
of t hi s help wil : be mu:h reduced a~d a greater emphasis or. 
help f ro~ private individuals and volunta r y organisations 
wi ll be needed . 

The Trus t invites subscriptions f r om those who wish t o associate 
t hemsel ves wi t h t his worki the rates are as follows: 

I ndi vi dua l me~ b e r sh i p 

Corpor a t e membe ~ s hip 

Life mernbe r s hi;> 

£2 . 00 

£2 .50 

- £20.00 

Much of the work is done by volunteers f r om t he Trust's ne~ 
headQuarte r s at t~ e Old Bowls Pavilion, West Bridgford. 
which the Trust is ~estoring. If you a r e inter ested in finding 
out mo ~ e abcut ' ~s ~lease contact Jane t Bl enkinship at t he 
above t el ephone r.lober. 

~ ~ W S LE T T E R 
••••••••••••••••••• 

Addit i onal copies of the newslet te r can be provided e i t her 
singly @ 25p .. p+? '" or in bulk :-

10 copies £2. 00 pes t pai d 
50 or mor e cop l e ~ £1.75 per 10 post paid 

or sent to any part of the U. K. for £1.50 a yea r . 

The Heritage of the County is in Your Hands 

Registered with the Civic Trust 

Registered Charity No. 254094 

A company limiu=d by guarantee and registered in Engl3nd 

Registered No, 897822 
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THE OLD HHITE HART, NEHARK 
************************** 

-1-

The Old Hhite Hart, Newark, recently restored by the Nottingham Building 
Society, is one of the most interesting timber framed buildings to survive 
being one of the few to retain rich mediaeval decorations and colours. 

The White Hart complex dates back to the mid 14th century, and was certainly 
an Inn by 1430, the date of the earliest documentary evidence. 

The original Inn buildings have been sold off over the years, the present 
public house forming a very small percentage of the original property. The 
premises now owned by the Building Society consist of the remaining mediaeval 
works and can be divided into four separate sections. The range following the 
pub yard (the South Wing) toget.her with the small East Wing immediately 
adjoining the present pub both date from around 1350, the Front Range facing 
the market place dating from around 1480, whilst the gabled stair turret 
facing on to the pub yard is possibly slightly later . 

The present restoration works have concentrated on the front range, stair 
turret and East wing, and were completed in December 1981 at a cost of approx­
imately £280,000. The resulting accommodation provides offices on the ground 
floor for the Nottingham Building Society whilst the upper floors are about. 
to be let as a restaurant. 
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THe oD '~rTE ~'RT, ,,,,,,,AK 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Tho Old \/hit. Ho", ""'~c'<, c.""'t~y r " t<;rO<! by t.h<! :<o,"~ BuiU', .. 
Soci.W. i. on<! or <1> . "".t tnt.co."; ",, tt_. rr .... d huIHi"" to ",,,,,dv. 
hoi", on. or the r • • re o.ta jn cl"" """ ",".v~; ".cora""n.""O co)""." 

Tho '",it o Eort c"",,l ... dat .. .. , k to th. "'d 14th coot'"" an ; "'. oooh io1y 
. 0 I nn '1 14]0 . " ,. d>.h o f th ... rH • •• o==,>ot. ry 'v'd.nc~. 

rho or''''-, .. ' Inn "'ild'"". hav. """' ."'d off ooor ,h . Y" " . 'ho pr ... " ' 
"""lie 00.. •• r ono..<"" ~ ' . "Y =oH •• r"n ..... Qf tbo or'giMl P"",,""'Y. tt •• 
pr. "" •• , _ """,,0 by <1>. Buil di , .. Soci . ,y con.i., or t ho "",,"'r.i, .• ..001.0,01 
""ri<, and cor. "" dhid •• ;nto four .... r~t. "ootioo>. Th. rongo ro11o>l108 the 
pub yore {th. South ~'ng l to •• tl-.or "'th <1>. _ n Eo" ~'r .• ;,,", . ""'oly 
""joining tr,. pre"ot rub bott! "'"-t e rr", ~rw"~ l-J50. t.r.e fr<mt Rao~e !"i!c1nt; 
t.h<! ""ri<", ~loc. dot1N; r""" .c"'n~ l 4IJO . ..... ;l.t to. ,..blo' . u i r tu"o' 
r.clog on to to. ~, b , . co ;" """"lbly .llg~.tly l ",or. 

The pro,.ot ",3tQroUon "",ok. ,""V, con,,,,,trot.d an <1>. froot r ' ''''o , ,'ai,. 
to""" and ~ •• t ".dng. M.d """" c_l.t,," io '"'0"'"'" 0 1961 ot • co,t er ' "rCx_ 
iaa'Oly t2M,C<Xl. rh. "",u!tlr.g ace_t.j"" ;>rov1'.' ornce. on th. """",d 
!"loo" ' or tbo """i~ full~1r.8 5oc1oty ...,not 'ile """"" floo", .r< a""''' 
to "" 10 ' •• • ",.tau"",t . 
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Prior to the restoration works, an archeological dig was carried out. to the 
interior of the buHding, which indicated two previous buildings of the 13th 
and 12th centuries underlying the present building . Many interesting finds, 
including fragments of expensive 14th century venetian glass, were removed 
from the ~nterior of an old garderobe pi t descovere~ . against the western wall. 

In the restoration, mediaeval materials and techniques were used as far as 
possible, the use of steel reinforcement being restricted to the m ~ n~mum 
required by the Engineers. All timber is oak, u~ed in an unseasoned condition, 
utilising the correct mortice and tennon joints . 

The building had suffered severely over the years, as the Victorians, intent 
to provide the maximum floor sales area during its occupation as a department 
store, had removed many of the internal features . Elsewhere a party wal l 
with the adjoining bakers shop premi ses had subsided by approximately 
200 millimetres. 

Because of this, the complete timber frame structure was suspended off an 
inserted scaffold, whilst foundations , new sill beams, three new posts and 
other missing features to the ground floor were replaced . The subsided bay 
was carefully jacked into position, one floor at a time, working from the 
roof downwards. Great care was taken during this operat.ion, enabling all 
the original medi aeval plaster infill panels facing the market place to be 
retained . These are extremely interesting, consisting of small figures of 
Saints, with decorative canopies over , all being cast in a hard Gypsum plaster . 
The Saints are believed to represent St . Anthony and St . Barbara . At first 
floor, 19th century sliding sash windows were removed and new window mullions 
inserted to match the six remaining original ones . The second floor mullions 
are all largely original . At the window heads, replicas of the one rema~n~ng 
panel of original tracery have been formed, cast is synthetic resin, the cost 1!
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of carved oak being unfortunately beyond the budget. The colour scheme of the 
front elevation follows closely that evelved by Professor Tristram during the 
early 1930's. Internally, the minimum of alterations, in an unashamedly modern 
style, have been carried out to enable the Building Society offices to function. 

It is hoped that the next phase of the restoration, the South Wing, will start 
in the near future; this will be described in more detail in the next newsletter. 

Architects - Guy St . John Taylor Associates, Newark. 
Quantity Surveyors - Felton & Partners, Nottingham 
Engineers - Dve Arup & Partners, Manchester. 
Main Contractor - Sol Construction, Nottingham 
Timber Frame Sub Contractor - T. Edson & Sons, Plumtree, Nottingham 

Photographs by Dave Bower, Photography 
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THE LION VAULTS, \,ORKSOP 

A party of enthusiastic volunteers from the Trust spent some time on one 
or two weekends cleaning and recording the t.imbers of an interesting li ttle 
building called_the Lion Vaul t s at the rear of the newly re-opened Lion 
Hotel, Bridge Street, Worksop . 

The Vaults has been completely altered at ground floor level over the years, 
but upstairs under an outer casing of later brickwork a virtuaJly complete 
two bay oak frame probably of 17th century date still survives. 

The new owner of the hotel is hoping to make an upstairs bar of the Vaults 
when funds permit. The Trust wishes him well with this project and hopes 
that the oak frame will be retained unspoiled with its natural finish exposed 
to view. 

G. Beaumont 
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SPRING MEETING 

Wednesday May 11th 1983 

at 

1 Kayes Walk, The Lace Market, Nottingham 

7 o ' clock p.m . 

R.S.V.P . 

A meeting has been arranged at 1 Kayes Walk in order that members might 
enjoy a Spring get- together and also have the opportunity of seej.ng 
the excellent restoration and conversion done by Robert Cullen and his 
Associates in making this building into their offices . 

We have a cor dial invitation to inspect al l three floors and afterwards 
to see an Audio Vi sual presentation by the City Planni ng Department illustrating 
the restoration and renewal taki ng place in the Ci ty and in particular the 
Lace Mar ket. 

Numbers wil l unfor tunately be restricted to about 70 and it would be 
appreciated i f you would return the enclosed form as soon as possible 
in order to make sure of a place. 

Following this announcement is an article written for us by Robert Cul l en 
giving an outli ne of the history of the building in the context of the 
development of the Lace Market . 
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1 Kayes Wal k, The Lace Market Nottingham runs between St Mary's Gate and 
Stoney Street on the north side of St Mary ' s Church. 

I t is named after the Rev. Sir Richard Kaye Bart LLP who died in 1805 , and 
number 1 is built on the site of Plumptre House, one of the finest Georgian 
houses of that time demolished to make way for Broadway and the lace trade. 

No . 1 Kayes Hal k (10 , 000 sq ft gross) has been given a new life and is fully 
restored wi th grants from the City and DOE as offices , conference centre 
and studio/gal lery . Two of the rooms are for hi re, tel . 584840 , the 
basement as an exhibition, conference or seminar room for up to 70 peopl e 
and the top floor as an adjunct for reception, ancil lary exhibiti ons or 
entertaining . The top floor has a magnificent view over the church of 
St Mary and the Trent Val ley. The basement is very quiet , well ventilated 
and has projecti on and audio- visual equipment available . 

The Ci ty of Not t i ngham ' s pol icy of encouragi ng th: restorati on and conservati on 
of the Lace Market is just beginning to counter the decay and derelicti on 
whi ch was becomi ng so apparent a few years ago. Undoubtedly i f Nottingham 
i s to have a healthy commercial future, the Lace Market, located. within the 
inner ring road and three minutes from the Old Market Square, has a significant 
rol e to play . 

The large l ace warehouses convert very wel l i nto offi ces , studi os , workshops 
and someti mes dwellings. A mi xed central area use is the policy of the 
City councillors and officers and each case is looked at i n det.ail on its 
merits against this general strategy. 

The bui l dings bui lt i n the Lace Market between 1840-1870 are robust and have 
survi ved use and misuse until t oda:y .. Properly restored, they will last 
fo r at least another 100 years and provide a real sense of conti nui ty in 
the Lace Mar ket . I t. is inevitabl e that as lorries get larger and technology 
changes , parti cularl y handling , the buildings will no l onger be suitabl e as 
war ehouses and factories. New uses have to be . found which will sui.t the 
bui l di ngs and a l so provide a good mix and sound commercial base to ensure 
the continued prosperity of thi s part of the ci ty . 

Robert Cullen . 

St Mary ' s Ga te , Lace Market 
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THE RENAISSANCE OF THE NOTTINGHAM AND REESTON CANAL 
********************************************************** 

Five years ago the Nottingham Canal was a murky backwater, a relic of a 
bygone age and an object lesson of industrial decline . Commercial traffi: 
had ceased and the warehouses along its banks were largely empty. The towing 
paths were muddy and depressing and rusting signs prohib!.ted public access. 
But despite its shabbiness, the Canal still had great character. Its very 
neglect meant that many i nteresting artef:cts had survived and there existed 
an exiting potential for improving the environment along the Canal and opening 
up the towing paths to the public . 

The Nottingham Canal had been completed in 1796 and linked the Trent at 
Trent Bridge to the Cromford Canal at Langley Mill . It was built to serve 
the collieries of the hinterland. The Trent Navigation Company meanwhile 
built the Beeston Canal and Beeston Lock to the Nottingham Canal at Lenton 
Chain. The two Canals allowed Trent Navigation barges to avoid dangerous 
stretches of the river and eventually it was the Trent Navigation rather than 
the colliery traffic which became the most important. The early prosperity 
of the Canal was short-lived but even after the coming of the raj lways in 
the 1840's, it still carried much traffic and as late as the early years 
of this Century, the Trent Navigation Company built a vast red brick warehouse 
off Wilford Street. After the first World 'liar, road transport took even 
more of the Canal ' s trade and in 1936, the Lenton Chain to Langley Mill 
section of the Canal was abandoned . Commercial traffic cn the remainder of 
the Canal finally pet.ered out in the 1960's. 

The Nottingham Civic Society first drew attention to the potential of 
the Canal in their report in 1974 and in 1977 the City Planning Officer put 
forward proposals for improvement. 

Committee members were taken for a trip along the Canal which was a great 
success. It was decided that the City Council should take over the care, 
control and maintenance of the towing path from the British Waterways Board 
and this was agreed in 1980. Meanwhile, the City Council undertook land­
scaping of the Carrington Street to Wilford Street section of the towing 
path as part of the Inner Area Programme. This first phase of the towing 
path improvements was completed in 1980 and subsequently the stretch from 
Wilford Street to Lenton Lane has also been landscaped and paved. The 
next phase of work will be between Carrington Street and London Road. The 
agreement with the British Waterways Board has opened up to towing path to 
public access and new access points have been constructed along the canal. 
It is now possible to take a six mile walk from Trent Bridge to Beeston 
Lock through the little known parts of Nottingham which are well worth exploring. 
The City Planning Department has published an illustrated history and guide of 
the Canal (price 30p) which points out the interesting features along the way. 
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Concurrently with improvements to the towing path, the City Councll has been 
able to establish a Canal Museum in one of the most interesting of the old 
canal warehouses. The Fellows Morton Clayton Company was, in the latter 
period of the 19th century, the main carrying company of the Canal's network 
and had one of its largest depots at Nottingham. Their warehouse on Canal 
Street dated from the 1880's. This four storey red brick building has a 
fine double pitched roof with lantern lights and cast iron columns. It 
is entered by a basin off the Canal, which allowed two barges at once to be 
unloaded directly into the warehouse. This fine buj.lding was acquired by 
the City Council in the 1950's but by 1978 was disused and under some threat 
of demolition. The C~ty was able to save the building through the Inner 
Area Programme, which funded the renovation and conversion of the upper 
three floors to provide new industrial units. The ground floor with its 
internal basin has become a Museum tracing Lhe history of the Canal, the River 
and the archaeology of the Trent Valley. It has proved extremely popular 
in its first year of operation. 

To complement the facilities of the Museum, the City Council leased the 
former offices of the Company and the stables, on the opposite side of the 
courtyard, to Whitbread East Pennines Limited who have very imaginatively 
converted these buildings to provide a pub and restaurant. This scheme 
has recently won Civic Trust and Business and Industry Panel Commendations. 

In order to help protect and enhance the character of the Canal, a Conservation 
Area has recently been declared covering the stretch between Carrington 
Street and Castle Lock, which includes many of the most important buildings 
and features of the Canal. The Conservation Area extends to the Midland 
Station and along parts of Castle Boulevard to Watson Fotherfill's former 
Baker and Plumb building. It i~ hoped that Conservation Area status will 
help sucure further improvements to the many interesting buildings in the 
area. It also serves to underline the great importance that the Nottingham 
Canal has in the history of the City. 

Although a lot remains to be done the Canal has successfully taken on a new 
life for recreational uses. The new marina off Castle Boulevard will 
encourage yet more use of the Canal, which can now be seen as a great asset 
to the City. 

Adrian Jones 
Nottingham City Planning Department Photographs from the Puhlic Relations Officer 
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MEA SUR I N G WEE KEN D 
*********************************** 

Saturday 14th May, 1983 

I n previous years the Survey Group has recorded vernacular buildings and 
attempted to discover if a local tradition can be found within a village 
group, and by necessity has required an extended period before results could 
be published. 

This year is is intended to survey in detail one or possibly two significant 
buildings so that Trust members who are unfamiliar with the techniques of 
recording can be actively involved. It is hoped to explain how traditional 
building methods have influenced the design and planning of the buildings 
and by discussi on evaluate the historical development from the information 
available. The presentation of the surveys will be consi dered later , 
possibly with a demonstration and slide presentation i l lustrating a l ternative 
methods at the Ol d Bowls Pavilion. 

Al l are welcome, and so that final arrangement can be made with the owner of 
the buil~ings to be studied, it would help i f you woul d ~elephone the writer to 
verify numbers, before 2nd May , 1983 . 

Bryan Cather 
Plumtree 4680 

PLANT SALE 
********** 

in aid of N.C.C.P.G . 

A Coffee Morning and Plant Sale is to be held at the Old Bowls Pavilion on 
Saturday May 14th from 10a .m. to 12 p.m . in aid of the National Council for 
the Conservation of P\anms &nd C;ar~i This is the kind of occasion which 
we can usefully hold here at the pavilion, with the Trust receiving a donati on. 
Anyone wishing to make use of our premises should contact Mrs Blenkinship 
at the office address . 

• 

_il_ 

W EEKE ~D 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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THE RAGGED SCHOOL, NOTTINGHAM 

The Trust's attention was recently drawn to a building of some interest 
on the fringe of Nottingham City Centre, concern being expressed that it. 

was vacant and becoming derelict. The building in question was the so 
called 'Ragged School'. Investigat.ions have revealed an interesting, 
if chequered history and more importantly hope for a better future. The 
City Council, the owners, have agreed to sell the building and the new 
owner to proceed with a scheme for its restoration. We understand that 
grant aid could be available from the city for some of this work. In 
addition the Planning Committee have asked the D.O.E. to list the building 
and an extract from this letter is reproduced below for members interest. 

The building now referred to as 'The Ragged School' was erect.ed in 1858 
by the Nottingham Town Mission, a charitable Church based organisation 
dedicated to promoting scriptural education and general schooling for the 
poorest classes in the town. The schooling of the 'ragged children' was 
seen as a way of lessening crime, saving souls, and providing the rudiments 
of educational and social training. The building stands on the junction 
of Brook Street and Gedling Street approximately a third of a mi.le from the 
city centre. 

The Nottingham Town Mission was founded in 1839. The Ragged School was 
established to provide care and education to the children of the poor and 
desti tute who prior to the 1870 Education Act, woul d otherwj.se receive iio ~ 

formal education; In Nottingham the Town Mission was one of two Ragged 
Schools, the other being a now demolished building on Glasshouse Street. 
For 20 years the building provided a base for the Nottingham Town Mission. 

ANSWERS TO THE CHRISTMAS PUZZLE 

l. 
6. 

Laxton; 
Crucks; 

Giving 

2 . Inglenook; 
7. Rufford; 

LINBY CROSS 

3 . Newel 
8. Ogee; 

4. Bunny; 
9. Solar; 

5. York 
10. Sibthorpe ' 

• 
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BARTON IN FABIS, DOVECOTE 

The Trust have offered a grant of £500 towards the repair of the only 
octagonal dovecote in Nottinghamshire. It was built in 1677 by 
William Sacheverell and still stands today in the farmyard at Manor Farm, 
Barton in Fabis. 

The 300 year old walls are in narrow red hand-made bricks and the interior 
contains about 1200 plaster nesting boxes with an inscribed date of 1677, 
the initials W.S. , amd the Sacheverell coat of arms. The nesting boxes 
were made in pre-cast sections about 10ft long of gypsum plaster and 
aggregate with reinforcement of reeds. the sections are joined together 
with narrow joints of fine white plaster. 

G. Beaumont 

o , l ~ .. s "­
'- I L. ' . ' _ _ ' . I 

OO"6COT6 AT tvt"No~ FAR"'" • BARTOt.,J-IN-I=ASIS 

sKe\- c..n QV'"ouJ"1d I=-Icmv ?lo..\11 £OCAte Y4" hi "-0 11 

_u _ 

T1>o T ...... 11 ... "ff..-eo! • !V"'I't of t500 '->'4 tIIo .. pol~ or tIIo onl . 
octoplllJ do....,,,, 1n "ott1ngho».bi"". It _ bullt 1ft 1611 ... 
WUII .. __ rell 0IId st111 ........ __ J 1n tIIo fuefa,.. • • ...,.". ?&rC , 
kr<;"., L~ rablo . 

T1>o JIXI ,...r "l~ .-11 •• ,.. j n , .. rMV m ___ bol .... ..,.. tIIo bt ... !.o. 

_,..In •• _1 11"00 01.o.tor , .•• t1"~ 1>0 ••• \01 ..., on 1""00'''' .. t . or li n , 
IM Inlt:aU 'J .~ . . """ t.t:o $ac'.o .. ... ll ooot of ...... . Th. "".U"" """ •• 
...... ..0« 1" ~r ....... t oootl00' ot>ou t lO rt l onS of sypo"" ploot o" 0'''' 
lU<"*ptO witll r olnfocc....,.t or ... d. . tno ."'~lonO .r. JOin"'" <o". t""," 
wH h ,..,.,..,.. j oln!.s of f ill • ...,it. pl .... t ••. 

L · "~""" -

........ .. ' T ~ .... .. " '. • .. ,~ _ .. _ ..... 

..... .... c.~. " '" "A" ~ ..... "," . ~ ,...,' 


