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TRAINING \YEEKENDS AT FLINTHAM 

4th/5th April : 16th/17th Nay : 18th/19th July 

Professor H.\-I. Barley, Chaiman 

This new venture . of the Trust got off to a flying start. Its object was 
to initiate . members into the techniques of recording old houses. The 
introductory lecture was very well attended, and about 20 members turned 
up at Flintham. Thanks to Mr~ Myles Hildyard, we were "elcomed at the 
houses chosen, and were able to use the old brewhouse (with a roaring log 
fire!) as a base. 

Members were divided into team~ of two, one to measure and one to record; 
they were supervised by one of the technical advisers. The teams " 
quickly learned how to pe methodical and accurate, though several .return 
visits to houses were necessary for some teams to pick up .forgotten 
measurements, or to have a .second look at a particular feature. The cold 
was kept at bay by the fire and frequent cups of coffee (brewed by . 
Mrs. Imogen Skirving). 

On the Sunday the teams (all of them!) returned to the br,whouse to prepare 
scale drawings of their h;USes . Again there were quick trips into the 
village for yet another look. At the end of the day all but one of the 

·teams had finished and handed their work to one of the technical advisers, 
Hr. Geof. Turner, Vlho volunteered to take charge of them. 

Thus the Trust has made a good start on the business of compiling a 
proper record of historic houses in the County. 

" The second weekend was equally successful and well attended but we have " 
" not finished with Flintham a'nd a further training session is planned for" 
" 18th and 19th J,ly. I hope that most of those who attended the first • 
" two weekends will turn out again, to acquire more expertise and to help • 
" to complete the record of an exceptionally interesting and unspoilt • 
"village. There will be room for nel<comers, so if you missed the first " 
• two make. sure to apply for this one. • 

The wider object of the scheme is to train members and to give them the 
confidence to record interesting houses in their own neighbourhood. 
I look forward to hearing that this is happening , and to seeing the records. 
We shall have to arrange meetings of members busy in this way, so that 
they can display their work and discuss their discoveries. 

The scope is almost unlimited. For instance, we now have an up-to-date 
history of Laxton; see "The open-field village of Laxton", being Vol.7 
part 6 of The East Hidland Geographer for December 1980 (Dept. of Geography, 
Nottingham University, price £1 .00), but the houses in the parish have 
never been recorded. They are obviouslY an essential part of the history 
of the village, and, one 'day that gap must be filled. 

TRAINING \o/EEKEND - UPTON - SEPTEMBER 19th and 20th 

The Trust also intends to carry out a 
'survey of another village before the 
winter sets in and this time we have 
chosen Upton. The ' first meeting of the 
Upton survey will tak.e place on the ~Ieek­
'imd of -September 19th and 20th with a 
talk-in on Friday evening at 7.30 in the 
\</.E.A. Centre, Shakespeare Street, Nottm. 

Flintham members are welcome yet again and 
it is .hoped that more people will come to 
the Upton weekend so that the village can be 
covered before the winter sets in. It is 
hoped that, as with Flintham, research can 
be carried out during the winter months to 
put historical facts against the survey 
information taken. 
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'!'R.lll"MI >=KIDS Kr. FLIIm!»: 

"th/!>th A"rn , 16th!17.h Iio.3' , 18'. /Wt h J ul, 

Th' . M" ~'"'"r. of ."" Truo. got M f to . n~';ng ~ ... ,t . 1t3 0bj • • t _ _ 
to iniUato ... be" i tlto t h o ' . 0""'-.".. 0' r<O«"di"3 old h..,..... . Th. 
introductory '.ct~,.. -.."","" .. ll . tt.l>:iod . M<l abou. 20 _ .... turoed 
up ot flin t hu . _ to ..... . ~l .. Hild,..rd , _ won .. lo_~ at the 
h.- oh""on , ..... "" • • bl. to".. th. old b .. vhou... (o:\ th 0 roaring loS 
fi r o : ) OA a b . .. . 

" ... bo ......... di-n d.a t o.o 'toM of tv<>, 0,," t o . . ... ... an<! OM '" ", 'ord, 
th. , _ .. oUp" C"O'iGed b, 0. 0 of ... too!ml.oo.l ""-n. . ... . To . .. .... 
q»1ckly '-'"'>od ,,"" ' 0 ..... h"""ou .... . 0....,... .. , t hO"l!" . . .... d , . tu .. n 
rl,it. 'Q ~ ~.". ~oo •• Mr7 ' ar . _ ' ''''' t o pt "" up for""" • • 
_ .. un • •• ," , or to • • •••• ooo.d , _ . t • _tlouln f ... 'u... . Tho 001<1 
.... kept ot M1 by tkg ti?g """ rro q"".t ",,]\8 or Mr r .. ("" . .. 0 by 
~," . _~n ""' 1"Y; ",, ). 

On the Sunda, ,ha to .... (!ll or tt •• • :) ,""'"-<I '0 ' ho br,,,,,-. <0 pr.pu • 
• oo.lo "'o"' n"" 0' ' '''i, """... . ' .. ; n , ha" _co ,,","ok t rips 1nto .110 
, n la • • fo , y .. """,her l od< . ~. ' h. ond or the day all "out M . o f tha 
t ...... had riol.hod . o d "",. od .h. h .0,"" to "". of t h. t«""lco.l aod ..... , 
11>". _f. Turn. " ~ho '01",,<0 ... 0 t o t.~. oM-ego o f 'h.~ . 

ft."" t ... Tru ..... _d ••• _ .tar, "" .0. ""-''''' •• of " ,",pUing • 
p"c".r reeoN of h i .,or;o h"" ... in the Count y . 

• Th ••• <cod "" .. ." ...... • • .ali:r ouoc .o.f.l ........ n .... n • • ~ but ... boTe • 
• not !ld .... od vi.h l·l ;"t" ... ODd a furtho, t,Oi"';n~ . .... ,"" , . pla=od 'or· 
• , 8th . " d 19th J,·11. I >lopo th. , .oo. 0' tho •• ""0 attoodod the fi rot • 
• t wo vook.od. _ill ' urn 00' _ 10, '0 o<qul •• ""CO 0_ " 10. """ to h. lp , 
• to <",pl . .. u, . .... ' ON of "" o,..,opt lor.olly I"<orooting 0>1<1 .... poUt • 
• .11108', Thoco "'ll bo reoo. "" • • _M. "" If ~ 011330<1 tbo fir., • 
• two _ • ...ro t o a pplJ- 'or thin """ . • 

Th. "' ... ob )oo' of to. 'Oh ... i . to trd n ....... ,.. on<! t o g lTO ' h .. <ha 
"""fid.nc . '0 ""00 .... Int.n . t1og "" ..... 'n "'.0\, ."" nei ghbour","", . 
I ).Qok '.,ward tQ hearing " .. t thj • •• "', ,,"n; ,,,,, on<! '0 •• 00og th. rooo"," • 
.... .... U " ' TO to a'_ge ... \1ngo of _ ,0 _ 1 I " , hi. -1. o. tho, 
, h. y .... , <H.ploJ ,ho; ' wo .. " .... d.i.Cu" t .. 1, d1.0~rio • • 

,... ~",.t 01.0 tn'OD o.. ,. """ '1 Q~' • 
·0.<>'1 01 o"",""r rl 1la.1l. be '''''' t h , 
wilIto< •••• i n .,,~ . hi. tt ... wo haT, 
0 ........ ~tton. '1>. fir.t ."""6 of t"" 
Upton . "'''1 "'11 >;ob pl*eo on ."" ..... ,,_ 
."~ of .... . . =bo<r 19th ""0 20th ",.h • 
talk_' . 00 h i d.,.- . v"';""" .t 7 .}o I n , 1\0 
w. E. A. C . ..... , SMk. o .... ". "t"""" ~o .. ~ . 

FUn.,. ... ... ~\'n4 . , " ~lo_ 14' _i~ or'" 
it i . ""pod t h", ..".. po""'-- will =- " 
t he Opt"" ... _ od . 0 <h., . ha ri 1:t..go _ be 
<o .. ,..~ befon t ... "'n'.r .. t . i n . It !. 
hopo-:! .""t , .... Idt h Flint ... . n • ..,.oh oo.n 
be " .,..10 .. out du. !n~ t he win,". """t 1>6 '0 
p.!' h i ",Of"i oa , 'octo "l!d,..t ' Oo ...... "" 
Illfor ... tioo " " 00 . 



BUII.bINGS 

AT RISK 

REGISTER 

, Progress Report bY, Mike Pringle, Co-ordinator 

Since the last report on the Buildings at Risk Register, a further 12 
buildings have been added, making a total of 78. At the ' Technical 
Advisers Pane], meeting in February a start \<as made on considering the 
list of buildings on the register and each one was allocated to an 
Adviser. I have since been receiving a steady stream of reports back, 
mainly indicating that the fears have been well founded. 

After the next meeting of the Technical Advisers I hope that 
consideration will have been given to all the properties listed, and 
that, I will then be in a position to dral; up all those considered to be 
at risk, with an indication of the gravity of the risk. 

One of the most notable features is t he large number of dovecotes which 
are at considerable risk. Hr. Severn has drawn up lists of all the 
dovecotes in Nottinghamshire that he is aware of. I fully support his 
project for the recording of these buildings, and possible moves 
towards assistance with their restoration. \'.'hereas Nottinghamshire has, 
in common lath any county, a stock of valuable, but neglected, buildines 
,'hich must be brought to the public's attention, we seem to have a 
particularly rich collection of dovecotes. All efforts to help in the 
restoration of these particular buildings \;ill not only be to the 
benefit of the county, but may also be the best way of demonstrating 
our intentions and of firing the public's imagination. 

Unfortunately I am still not in a position to circulate the list of at 
risk buildings to Trust members, but I hope to do so just as soon as 
the Technical Advisers have completed their deliberations. 

INTER~IAR 

LISTING 

00000 

Another 37 buildings of the 1914-1939 
period have been listed to add to the 50 
buildings of the intenfflr era already 
protected. The list includes such London 
landmarks as Barker's of KenSington, the 
Dorchester and Savoy hotels, Broadcasting 
House and Waterloo Bridge. Seven churches 
throughout the country are added to the 
list along with offices, shops, houses and 
hospitals. 

Heritage Outlook Harch/April 1981. 
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A~IARD FOR 

NOTTINGHAM ARCHITECTS 

Nottingham Architects, Dudding, 
Hiddleton & Mutch were the Architects 
for a building which has been given a 
major commendation in the 1980 Awards 
made by the Business & Industry Panel 
for the Environment. The building 
is the new area headquarters for the 
National Coal Board at Edwinstowe. 

At a ceremony held at the Royal Society 
of Arts Mr. Tom King, M.P., Minister 
for Local Government and Environmental 
Services, presented the award to the 
owner of the building and Mr. J.E. Wood, 
Director of the North Notts. Area, 
NCB, received it on behalf' of t he NCB. 

The Panel was established in 1974 as a 
follow-up to European Architectural 
Heritage Year. 

BU't,nlNOS 

.T RISK 

Si"", the l .. t r . "",t on to. I'\;.!U'!l&" At Rhk Ro~ o'.r , a ",«ho' 12 
buildiD,!. ha.o b •• " OJIdod, _1n~ • toto.! ~r?8 . At t .. ~.clw.i"",l 
Adri .... Panol ... HDg iD F . .... _ , a . tart _ _ d. "" co.wduin.l; t ho 
11 •• of buil.di""" "" t he • • .ut •• ....J. .&Oh _ .. a .. ll=-tod '0 .... 
Ad.i .. r. I h.n • • (ne. ".n r . c . iri'4! •• t....,. .tr .... 0 ' r.porto boocl<, 
.... inl;!' Ind'o. Ung that tho , • ..,. ...... '-n ",, 11 '",""d.d. 

1If'.r ,h. nen ""'H".; ~r the ~,hn1o.1 "".16.u I hop" to.t 
oont;i~.",Hon vill ..... beon ~i."" to All, ... p'0p"''' • • unO<!, "'" 
thH I .. u ,h' n ho in ~ _iHon t o .... . ~ • • n th"". oe •• 1d.,..d .~ .. 
a t ri .... . vi.h on indi,&Hon of ,h. <".it, 01 " •• riol<, "'"' 

On. of t~. ooe<>' not.Ho tu'u"" •• tt. h"~. "",,1><r Qf dQ.eQQt"" vh;<h 
_<0 M eon&ld<I .... hh rhk. Kr. ' ..... rn h .. Or."" up lio'. Qf all ,h. 
'on oO' " in Ho"i""' ... ..,h' ''' 'hII' h. i ........ of . I full, .~PPO'" h l4 
proj . ct for t h . r , OO<'d'n . ot th . .. build,,,,,,,, . nd ~blo w . .. 
'o,,,.d .... 1&t .", • .nth t h. ir r"'onti"" . """..-a No .. i""h."'.h'~ ..... , 
in ~ "" h 0llJ' o",,"ty, _ .t«:k of ... i\lO~le, b,,. ""Si.etod, ""il~'tWI 
",,'eh '!I," ". ""0"1<'" '0 'oo ",0110' •• ".nU.", .... ..... '0 "" •• ~ 
partleuJ4rl, rioh ooll. otion ot "cv,,"'... All Of!orh '0 h. , p 1" .h • 
••• t oro""" of th..,. porti ...... _ 00""1"5" "'U not 0<',1, ho '0 the 
b.-r,oNt of th. ,=ty, ""t .. y a1<l0'" th. b .. , ""'Y of d...,.."t,..,ti"!' 
our \"".U""" &no of flrl"" the ",,>l"'~ i_ino.ti"". 

U"tor too.tolor , .. . till "ot u, • pos'tion '0 cir"",l . to th. li.t of .t 
ri"" buil.;"";' t o 1 r .. t .. mhor _, but I h""" t Q ~o ~o ju.t "" . oon .. 
th. r,,"'ioo.l "".i •• co "''''' e .. pl.te<l tholr dolihoro'iQ"". 

""o'ho~ 37 Wilui_ of th. 19'''- 19'9 
pori O<! h.n. hoon li. t od t o _"" to th. 5,0 
buil"'''''' of the In ..... "" .n d,...,d, 
"",Ioolod. ~. li. t lool..o •• """h l.<w! .. 
hrulmUko •• Ilarl< ... ' . of K.""i,,!!'on, tho 
_oh",tor .nd S.no~ hotolo, 3'"",0"."",, 
~ov.a. "'" ' .. torl00 !Jr,...... s .... <'.".,.010.0< 
tI,"<>eh .... t .... <"""',.,. ...... ddod '0 t ... 
lIot .l""~ >1.~ ~rr'oo., oho,,", h_ •• ",d 
"o<opHda, 

., 
",'AllD i'<l1< 
NOTrImlW1 .lRCfII= 

NQ"i~". ""oh1t oot., L'Uddi~, 
Kiddl .t"" & INtoh ,,""0 'h< ",,"hit.«. 
for ~ ",,111i .. .!doh hoo b .. n "h.n • 
... j= , _ ..... Uon i n ,h. ''180 A-ro. 
... ~. ~! tile _ill •• , & r"~u.o t,, P"""l 
for t ho _i"",-o,. ~ buii<U"5 
is tho now or •• _.""" .. Tt ... tor th, 
Na bono.l tool -"0 ., I'd"' ... ", .... 

At • 0 .. ...,..,. h.ld . t tho '"',al _,." 
o f Art. Y.r . 1.,. <I .. , ~ .P. , Kinia •• " 
for Lo, al 0" ... ,.,....,. • • no .:.onr<mm<"'.' 
~.rv1 ... , ,.,..,.ntod the ._r O '0 th. 
~>m.r or tt .. builoir,~ _ 00 1Ir . J . ~. 1Iood . 
Di ... "or of 'ho """ •• ",,<to . ..... , 
!IC~ . ..... hod it on b . half or th. NeE. 

'1>. Po.n.l ...... t . ""ohod in 19'1" ... 
fQl l ov-up to WrOpo<ffi Archi t.ct"""l 
lIe~it"", Yo ..... 



the liistory 
Jour l/ouse 

The tenth contribution to the series by 
Adrian Henstock, the County Archivist, describing basic 
documentary sources for tracing the history of smaller 
houses in Nottinghamshire built before c.1900. 

+. + + + + + + + + 

To continue the second part of the s eries describing the history of selected 
local buildings, this issue's example is of a privately-owned Georgiap town 
house which during the 19th century passed into semi-public hands. 

4. COUNTY HOUSE, HIGH PAVEl-lllJT , NOTTINGHAl>l 

. , 

County House, which now houses the Nottinghamshire Record Office, stands 
on the north side of High Pavement opposite Shire Hall in the heart of 
the Lace Market area of Nottingham. The old part of the house is 'L' 
shaped, with large principal rooms on the street frontage and smaller 
rooms in the r ear wing . At t he r ear is a yard "Iith steps leading to the 
former terraced garden, nOl; a car park. '£he house is of three storeys 
with hipped roofs and a projecting eaves cornice, and the main building 
comprises eight bays of Hindol;S. The exterior is rendered and somewhat 
plain, offset only by a Georgian doorcase with fanlight and flaruced by 
(reproduction) Georgi an r ailings, surmounted on the first floor by a 
projecting iron Regency bal cony . To the eas t of the main building is a 
two-storey extension \-lith a classical pedimented frontage in stone; 
the very high upper storey >Ii th three long Hindows is supported on two 
Greek Doric columns. 

Inside the main building is a F an e l led ent r a nce ha ll, out of which leads 
a good Georgian open-string staircase of early 18th century s tyle. This 
gives wa y a f ter the f irst ·floor to an elliptically-curved c.antilevered 
stair of Regency dat e . The main rooms are on the first floor, and have 
enormous splayed doorcases in Greek Revival style. The former dining 
room in the classica l extension has a ceiling over 20 feet high. At 
the rear ground floor i s t he old kitchen with large fireplace where the 
origina l iron spits and jacks are at present being restored. 

(b) £o.£~e!!.t~rz !!.i.'!t£r;r 

Printed maps of Nott ingha m date from 1610 , but the earliest to show 
r easonable house plans i s tha t of 1744, and this r ecords the basic 
outline of the house as it is today. This map shows a garden on the 
opposite side of the street, which als o appears on a map of 1820 
described as ' Hr. Fellows' Vista'. A vista Has a formal garden over 
which a pleasing pros pect could be afforded of the distant countryside 
from the windolis of the house, and it is known from other sources that 
Hr . Fellows was the owner of County House in 1820. 
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""* \."\~ ooo,.lbuU"" '0 ,n. .nl ... by 
Mrl"" H' c"tock, t hO Count1 ArehhL>t, do.erlb;"'; bui e 
00' '-''' '''1 o our"'" fo. , .-,ins 'ho hioto,? of ... U •• 
h=-. I~ No'ttner....-••• ""11. bef",.. 0. 19(>0. 

• • • • • • • • 
~o .,"",In .. tn •• 000.,4 p>.rt of th ... .... d,,,,,,"ib.,,,, , ... hU t""" of _ loo' . ' 
10,,0.1 bundiD«<>, thi. 1=",,' . ...... pl . h ot . pri ...... l:>"-o .... d GoD' ....,. ' '''''' 
h ...... .. Id"n ,,,.1,,,, t ha 19th oontu'? ....... int o __ ""hlie _"'" . 

~ . OOIlll'l'lI!OlJSE , HIClII PAVD<mr, lIOT1I11""'" 

(. ) ~E.h! ' ! ."!."!."! £'!!."!:IEt!~ 

""""'t y Hou •• , vhicl> now hou .... thO Nottlngh .. ~lr. ""00"" Ofllee, 0'''''''' 
"'" ,~. nort~ 01<1. of H1v. p .. ~ •• , _1 .. Bhlro 'ion In ,ho hu.rt ot 
,lH. Loco _ •• _a of 1<ott'""".... _ o l d ,..,., of ' ho h"" .. h 'L' _PO<!. ritlt hr~ :;t!"inc!~l r"""" OIl ,ho s tNtll' !rant_.oo I~ .• ll. r 
,."". I" , ... ...... "'no;. "th . ... or f •• yard "'tlt . t.p l . . .. ng ' 0 ,ha 
fo ,...r to. ,...,.d _ n , no • • , ar porl<. .'ha h", • • 10 of 'hr .. """'Y' 
.. ith h.p",,' .""r~ ""; a p-ojecUng .a ••• oornleo, on<! tII .... In t<ll1d~ ,,,,,oM •• ' dght bay. of wl"J".., . ~,. ou.rior 10 roodorH "'" ._ .... t 
~Jaln. orr .. , Ofily »r • a.""gi.~ door""". "lt h to.nll!;h' ond tlo.nkO<i bt 
(,..pro<iu<U",,) ""'''''~o.n _ 11""". """"""",od on t ... fir.t floor »r • 
pt'ojo otin£ iron """"n01 bo"""". fu tho ... , or t he ..un buildl "" i . a ... .,..'=., .><t.""I"" -..It h. ,~Ioal po<liun'od f.ontago In 6\",., 
the .ery Mi!b "PP''" ...... y .. lth .hr •• lon,: -..In~""" !o .upport ... on t,., 
"" .. k nod" 001"""". 

',.,1"0 the .. io buildi"" i • ... ",llH . nt .. "" haH, QU' of whl ,h 10_ 
R co<><! G.or~1&<> cpon_otn 06 "'aire ... of .. ,.l1 ,8tb OM'ory .'1l.. ."ja 
", ••• -J' af' .r .,., fi<"' flOO>' to an olliptloally_...,. ... d o>.o,n. "",-o<I 
otair of "'_oy do,. . \.'!l . ... 1" >_ or. OIl tb.o fir •• fl'>=, ."d ..... 
0".,..."".,0 oplay.~ dooro"..., In ONok Rori.1Ll .'11.. _ f=_ r ~ini~ 
""'" in . hO olao~icol .rto""i"" boo K coi li"" onr 1Q f oo' h igh. " 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-10 
continued ••• 

The house is very fortunately depicted on an excellent view of 
Nottingham from the south by Thomas Sandby in 1742 which is now in the 
Castle Museum. It can be seen through the gap in the buildings on the 
south side of High Pavement afforded by the Vista, and reveals that its 
appearance was very different to what it is today. The top floor 
comprised a low attic storey with three gables facing the street, suggesting 
a 17th or very early 18th century date. 

Unlike previous examples .. J.n this series, County House was originally 
privately-owned and posses~es a set of title deeds dating from 1710 to 1833. 
In this ~ast year the house was sold to the county oagistrates for use as 
Judges' lodgings for the visiting Shire Hall judges and has remained in 
county hands ever since, ',Ihich explains the absence of any subsequent deeds. 
The deeds show that a family named Hallowes were owner/occupiers from at 
least that date to 1771 when it was sold to the Fellows family (who had 
lived in anotHer town house ·next door). The Fellows' let the house out 
for periods during the late 18th century but were in residence up to the 
sale of 1833. ' From 'printed g enealog~cal records it appearS that ,the 
Hallowes Here a branch of a minor Derbyshire gentry family and ardent 
supporters of the High Pavement Presbyterian (later Unitarian) chapel 
nearly opposite. The Fellows', also Unitarians, were a ' prosperous 'merchant 
family of silk hosiers and later bankers in the town. 

The deeds show that in 1728 ~J illiam Hallowes purchased property to the east 
of the house (the site of the classical extension) for conversion into 
stables', etc. and four years later bought the former , Castle Inn opposite 
>Ihich he 'demolished in order to layout his Vb :a. This date of c.1730 
is consistent with the style of the lower sta i r case and other early 
Georgian features which suggest that he extensively r emodelled the house 
and its surroundings at that time. However, the fashion at this period 
was for flat parapet ted frontages, such as were built by the Fellows next 
door and the Gawtherns in Low Pavement, for example, and the gabled facade 
would by then have been considered very dated. 

In the Nottinghamshir'e Record Office is the, Hill of Samuel Hallowes, 
Hilliam's father, in 1715, 'who almost certainly lived in this house. 
Very fortunately there is with it a Probate inventory of his goods and 
chattels, which include such items as his coach and mares (valued at £15) 
but which also names 15 rooms. These can be approximately related to 
the 'nucleus of the present house 'and are the hall, great parlour, little 
parlour, backward parlour, great chamber, little chamber, inward chamber, 
back>lard chamber, mens' 'chamber, maids' , chamber, garret, kitchen, pantry, 
brewhouse and cellar. 

F?llowing the sale by the Fellows family to the county magistrates in 
1833 the house was extensively converted to fit it for its new role as 
Judges' lodgings. Some of the accounts relating to the conversion but 
unfortunately not the plans survive amongst the official county archives. 
These indicate that this was almost certainly the period when the third 
storey was raised in height and a straight frontage substituted for the 
gables, the new classical extension added to the east, and the whole 
building again remodelled in the then-fashionable Greek Revival style. 
The architects were Henry Moses \Iood and James Nicholson of Nottingham 

' and the principa~ contractor was Thomas J ~nshaw, who was paid nearly 
£3,000 for the building work, then a substantial sum. Bills survive 
for ' many of the fixtures in the building, including one for £74 from the 
Stave ley Iron Works in Derbyshire for supplying the classica+ columns of 
the new extension, which although bearing the appearance of stone are in 
fact of cast iron. 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-10 
continued ••• 

The history of the 17th century house and its predecessors on this site 
is not known with certainty, but the earliest deed of 1710 records the 
names of previous mmers and tenants back to the early 17th century. 
The first recorded owner was Humphrey Bonner, an influential Alderman 
who was three times Nayor of Nottingham in the Elizabethan and Jacobean 
period. An earlier ovmer of the site may well have been \1illiam Halifax, 
a wealthy mediaeval wool merchant, who certainly owned property in the 
area in the 15th century. Halifax Place, to which County House has rear 
access, wse named after him. 

A variety of records such as letters, diaries and nel'lspapers shed light on 
the lives led by the families Vlho lived in County House or the Judges who 
lodged here. In the Georgian period John Fellows was acquainted with 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose correspondence suggests that he may have 
visited the Fellovls' in the house in 1796. Sir Charles Fellows, a 
distinguished Hiddle Eastern archaeologist, was born here in 1791. The 
letters of Tom Hoore, the Irish poet, ShOl1 that he ·dined here with 
Hrs. Fellows in 1827. And finally Sir Charles \Jatkin \1illiams, an Assize 
Judge, died in compromising circumstances in a house of ill-repute whilst 
lodging here in 1884! 

In conclusion, as this property is of some architectural pretensions the 
various fashionable features can be dated and allocated to their respective 
periods. As a gentleman's residence for much of its life the histories of 
the families involved are far easier to trace. The set of title deeds provides 
the basic history of the changes anc. alterations between 1710 and 1833 but 
they cease then as the property has not changed hands since. HOI"ever, the 
official records of the purchasing body - the county authority - shed fUl ther 
light on its subsequent history. Further information on the history of this 
building can be found in an article by the author in the 'Transactions of the 
Thoroton Society', Vol. 78, 1975. 

00000 

In the next issue Further local case studies. 

COUNCIL FOR THE PROTElJTION OF RURAL ENGLAND (NOTTS. BRANCH) 
VISIT TO T~ERSAL VILLAGE ON SATURDAY, 11th JULY, 1981 

Hembers of the Trust are invited to join 
members of the CPRE on a visit to Teversa!. Teversal is a few miles west of Mansfield 

between M.1 and A.617. 
The village is a conservation Area and 
contains some attractive and interesting 
buildings, including the Hall (1767) and 
the Rectory (C17 and c18). The Church is 
described by Pevsner as 'one of the most 
rewarding village churches in the County'. 

The progrogramme is as follows:-

2.30 p.m. 
2.30 - 4.15 

4.30 p.m. 

Meet near the Church 
Talk and tour of village and 
Church 
Tea (provided by Teversal 

\10men's Institute) 

The cost, including tea, is £1.25 per 
person and anyone vlishing to take part 
should contact the Secretary of the 
CPRE: 

Miss L.H. Aynsley, 
7 Copse Close, 
Burton Joyce, 
Nottingham. 
Telephone: Burton Joyce 2681 

as soon as possible please, and not later 
than 1st July. 

••• The guide on this occasion is Mr. W. Clay-Dove, an expert on Teversal village ••• 
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FEES FOR 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Draft regulations to provide for fees for 
planning applications were laid before 
Parliament on 17th February by the Secretary 
of State for the Environment. Powers to 
do so were contained in the Local 
Government Planning and Land Act. 

Fees for planning applications became 
chargeable on 1st April, 1981 and must be 
paid to local planning authorities. The 
fees are designed to off-set the costs of 
development control. 

Broadly, fees will be charged in relation 
to the scale of the proposed development 
and l'/ill be for applications for planning 
permission, for approval of 'reserved 
matters' where an outline planning 
permission has already been received, and 
for consent to display advertisements. 
Listed building consent applications and 
appeals against planning decisions will not 
attract a fee. 

Outline applications for buildings will be 
charged at £40 per.1 hectare, subject to a 
maximum fee of £1,000. In these cases, 
subsequent applications on more detailed 
matters will attract a further fee. 

Full applications or applications on 
detailed matters will cost £40 per 
residential unit with a maximum of £2,000 
or £40 per square metres for non­
residential development with a ceiling of 
£2,000. 

Applications for the erection of plant and 
machinery are charged at the same rate as 
for residential development. The winning 
and working of minerals is charged at £20 
per .1 hectare subject to a maximum of 
£3,000. 

MEMORIES OF LAXTON 

My Lifetime l1emories of Laxton is an 
illustrated booklet by Frank 1100dy, 
~/ho was born in the village and lived 
there until after his 71st birthday. 

Already the .work has aroused interest 
among historians, students, farmers, 
land agents, country lovers and 
school children. 

- 9 -

~here are a number of exemptions and 
special cases. Disabled people are not 
required to find a fee for applications 
involving improvement of means of access 
to their houses or for changes within 
them to make their lives a bit easier. 
Anyone who would normally be free to 
develop ~tithout needing planning ~rmission, 
but ~/hich freedom has been curtailed by 
O~der - such as an Article 4 Direct~on, -
w~ll not have to pay for permission to 
develop. After all, his friend three 
streets away does not even have to have 
permission to build a storm porch or a 
small conservatory at the back of his 
house. 

Fences, shop fronts and buildings of less 
than 40 square metres will attract a fee 
of £20 as will house extensions and car 
parks unless they are permitted develop­
ment under the General Development Order. 
A flat fee of £40 will be charged for 
applications for change of use, playing 
fields and advertising hoardings. 

The Regulations apply to England and Hales 
only but it is understood that comparable 
Regulations for Scotland will shortly be 
laid before Parliament. 

Draft Statutory Instrument. The Town & 
Country Planning (Fees for Applications 
and Deemed Applications) Regulations 1981. 
£1.70. HMSO. ISBN 0 11 0185188. 

00000 

Heritage Outlook March/April 1981. 

Some remarkable photographs are 
included together with poems about 
country life. 

The booklet is privately published 
and is available at £1.00 per copy, 
including post and packing . 
Telephone Mansfield 642370 for 
details. 
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II'J NOT-rr N(3t-lAr\IIS H I R E 

At the last Council of Management Meeting of the Trust a resolution was made 
to undertake the repair of the dilapidated dovecotes in the County of Nottingham. 

The problem with dovecotes is that t hey are usually of no use to their o.mers -
unless they wish to keep pigeons, and very often their shape and their siting 
makes for diff iculties in finding an alternative use .• 

However, they have one advantage Vlhich could. be their salvation and that is their 
size. Generally, they are simple buildings quite modest in size compared with 
other buildings at risk, and Hith some organised effort a body such as the Trust 
could take the County dovecotes under its \>ling and organise the repair and 
restoration of these. Dovecotes seem to fall into two categories in this 
County. Firstly·, the manorial and ecclesiastical group and secondly, the farm-
stead group. . 

The first group are robust, round or rectangular, free standing and of stone, 
they are solidly built and have lasted for centuries vdthout much attention. 

The second, in Nottinghamshire, are generally of brick although there are some 
stone examples, built into the f armstead group usually on first floors although 
again there are examples of free standing dovecotes on the farmstead. These 
have usually stood for generations without · much attention. 

The buildings are at risk because· there is ah/ays a lack of money on the part of 
those v/ho own them. Nobody can be entirely delighted to spend money on 
something which to them is a liability, and because of lack of encouragement from 
Bodies such as the Trust little gets done to these forgotten buildings. 

The structures being very simple in their concept and their fini~h lend 
themselves to job creation schemes aimed at opportunities for young people to 
learn a trade. "lith proper supervision, a \·,illing workforce of five people and 
some modest financial assistance with the ccst of materials, most of our 
remaining dovecotes could be put back into an acceptable order within a matter of 
weeks. One team of workers could repair their way through the · County dovecotes 
and learn a lot about building materials, methods of construction and management 
of small projects. 

A mcdest repair would ease the pressure on finding a nevI use. The buildings are 
perfectly capable of standing for years without use or attention provided they 
are made sound to start Vlith and are inspected annually to make good \1eather 
damage. Vandalism is not a problem on most because of the siting. 

This does .not· of course imply that it is not necessary to find an alternative 
use, but one has to be realistic about the possibilities. If the building is 
free standing and in its O\ffi f,rounds, then the difficulty is less than for one 
that is mixed up with the farmstead or surrounded by other structures. 
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DOVECOTES 
AT RISK 
IN NOTTI r-JGHAM S HIRE 

B, ........ ,. 

At the ~t Coundl of ~ . .. "t I:"'ti", of ,h. = •. r .oolotion -.. """" 
to uod.rtak. tho. ,..,pau- ot the .'lap'''''od do .. oot •• in t h. Co.mt1 or N"'ti~""". 

<'h, p..ool •• wltb dO'oeo' ", 10 t!>at "-<3 ox. \<OU&ll;!' of no ... to .he!~ o_r. , 
v.n1o ... "'*1 .. lot. to ~.,p pigeon •• """ "'I ofte. ,,,.1, on.", ono thoir Oiti"ll 
_ •• !"" dlf(le~ltl ... In finding _0 A.l .. ,,,.,h. u." , 

lIo_or, 'h. , .. ~. on. M ,,,,,, ... .o-.io·, ,.ill bo th.ir .. , .. Uon Iln~ tha t '" t ho;r 
" '" Gonudly, to.,. . ,.. '''''plo ""Hi"". ,,"i,. _ •• t in . i .. '=l""'"d with 
o\h., bull dlOll' d riBk • • nd vith __ ""ga:li .. d ' ' 'ort • body . u oh .. the l'ruot 
<ould ,0.1: •• ~. C""O'Y oo.ooot .. .. ""or It. "~"3 .m ","gMlo. 'M ~po.ir ..,,0 
".,.",,,,,ti,,,, of ,0._. "" •• «>0 ....... '0 r. ll in'. t'K> oat.torh. Lo thi. 
Count,. Fhotly , tho " 00.101 ODd ocol • • i..,U •• l .,.oup on. 3<>000d1y, ''''' for ..... 
.... " orOUp. 

""" flr~t &roup~. r~bUBt, rGUM or r""!~. f r •• • '''''d!"" _ of .'.""'. 
tho~ "". oolloly built .od o.~" ]""ood :~C <on',.,.l ._ vi'''''''t ""eh a tt ,.tioo . 

n.. •• ,,,,,d, i n No""""",,,,,,,hi,o, or. oo, .. ro.ll1 ef brlek .lthO"ilh '''r. on ""'"" 
.ton" ..... plo. , built into .ho t"""'t .... !\"'Up =,,, • .ll~ "" £irn n",,"" ol.houg!> 
o'l"ln 'hor . or ..... pl • • or Ire. a t"""'"'"' <!on oe' ea on th. b .... tot.d . Th ••• 
h ... """"Ul .t_ r.". ~,.rat!"'"' vi._t ... ,h ottont"",. 

1'> •• b.oildl_ .r~ ot ri'" \N!e.",,~ '00 .. 10 0.1""1' • laok of .on.~ on the port o! 
.h_ who 0'"' t"~~. No.od, con .... ntiroJ.T <l,Utht'" to 'p""" """'1 "" 
""". t""", which to th", i , ~ H . blHty . "n' """,,...,e of 10.010: of oneou_"1 fr<>o. 
"""loo ouch .. <h. t Tuz;t 1<ttlo ph d .... t o t h . .. f=.ott., .uil.h" •• 

n:. ",ruot", ...... ,"" .ery oIcple in ,h.le """"pt a n; th. jr rlnlah Iond 
.1>< ... 01 ..... ~ jQ\> e",.U~n och. _ d -' ot opport""itho I~r 1"""S poo~I. to 
10."" •• rt.de. Iti.h l"Ol"'r .~p",....ioi«l, 0 willies """fore. ~I fI •• po~pJ* and 
.""" """ ... fin."" lal .,.,.iotonc. 0<\, ... h< " .. of ..... rlolo, """ of <=" 
r o_"'"" d"...,ot .. coul d bo ,..t bock 1"'0 .. . " . pU"I. ordor vi.hin a "'''Or of 
""ok. . Ono t..., of _or. o<,..,Id r . pair their _, through tho County d"""ooto. 
and 1.Hro. l ot .. b",,' """dine _hr lolo , _.hod. of ,,,,,o'ruction ond _ nO" ,""., 
o[ _n ,..ojoet •• 

~ ""du' • • ,...r """l d . "". tho , r •• """. O~ liodir." • ,,"v... . <'h. buildl""" or. 
porf. etl, "'pob'" 0' ,"r.din" [or 1. "-' vithout " •• or ott.~tion prorido<! th. y 
..... .-.lo """"d '0 ~tart .it, OC", .,.. J.n>pocto<! oc_"""n , to _ . """" _th.~ 
"""'so. v., ..... U ... i~ no •• prool . . .... """. booo_ of 'ho a iti,... 

"",. d ... not of "'''"'. ioopl)' .... t it I. no .... « ...... , '0 rind on . It.,--n>..h. 
uo< , ""t .,.,. '- to bo ,. .. U_Ue . ""u •• loo .-.ibi1l.1o.. I!.ho bulBi.." I . 
,.,... . ,ond!,.. aM i" U. 0"" " e~_., U .. n ..... ~1!fi""l.y I. 1 .......... for "". 
that h .. \ .. " yp with .h. 'or .. '''''' or ~.~ by •• loor .. """ ...... . . 
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DOVECOTES AT RISK IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
continued ••• 

For those buildings capable of re-use let us go a ll out 
to put t hem back into the community again, provided 
always that their character and detail is not lost in 
the change. 

For those that cannot find a nother user l et t hem become 
the guardians of a small and permanent exhibition 
illustra ting the keeping of pigeons t hrough the ages. 

The guardianship of the structure could be vested in 
the Parish, if the owners are not willing to undertake 
the task. Someone could agr ee to hold the key and 
perhaps during the holidays or touris t seas on they 
could make themselves responsible f or keepi ng an eye on 
the dovecote. Perhaps t hey may be per suaded to act as 
keeper and to encourage donations or sponsorship to 
keep the structure in good repair. 

A dovecote trail through the County could not only 
provide the basis for rul enjoyable outing for visitors 
but would give considerable encouragement to thos e who 
do not often get about to see and appr eciate the 
Nottinghamshire countryside. The number of dovecotes 
in this County could provide the mat eria l for half a 
dozen trails. 

These s tructures could provide educational facilities 
for small groups of children to visi t and r ecord their 
finds. A piece of his tory s mall enough to appr eciate 
in one lesson and a lasting and three dimensiona l 
r eminder of times long past. 
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DOVECOTES AT RISK IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
continued ••• 

The Trust would not wish to acquire these buildings before it became involved in 
repair. If an owner wished to give the building to the Trust for safe keeping, 
with a right of access to it 6. t all times for visits and maintenance SO much the 
better. If however, the olmer wished to retain the building or the land -on 
which it is situated the Trust would respect this view. All the Trust would 
ask for, is reasonable access and an understanding that the owner would not 
deliberately allow the building to be neglected or misused. Indeed it would be 
hoped that when owners realised the genuine concern of the Trust for the safety 
of these buildings, one would envisage (and certainly hope) that owners would 
jointly co-operate with the Trust to -ensure the continuity -of these dovecotes. 

If a project such as this is to get off the ground the Trust needs -the help of 
many people, and it is sure that many people will come forward with ideas and 
advice on what to do. The Trust also needs people who are prepared to work as 
well as talk and the support of many organisations could be enlisted to clear 
out the buildings, cut down grass and nettles and remove rubbish. 

Interested volunteers and interested groups would be most welcome for not only 
could they pave the way for the Youth Opportunities Programmes to contribute 
effectively but also they might be persuaded to act as guardians of the dovecote 
afterwards. 

Perhaps they might even wish to keep pigeons in it! 

Let 1981/1982 be the "Year of the Dovecote" for the Nottinghamshire Building 
Preservation Trust and let the Trust .make a positive contribution· to the rentention 
of our Building Heritage. The Trust does not have to buy a building, it can 
repair someone else's dovecote. The Trust would gain support, credibility and 
perhaps recognition and a few -unemployed youngsters would gain a sense of 
purpose and a knowledge of part of our domestic history. 

IF YOU FEEL YOU COULD SUPFORT THE TRUST IN THIS vIORTHI-IHILE ·VENTURE, please 
contact John Severn, who is one of the Trust's technical advisers dedicated to 
doing something about these buildings, at 11A Villiers Road, Hest Bridgford, 
Nottingham, NG2 6FR - a post card or letter please, if at all possible, as his 
'phones never seem to stop ringing and he has his office to run. 

Here are a few ways in which you could help the "Year of the Dovecote"; there 
are many more and if you can suggest other >lays the Trust will be delighted -
the Trust needs:-

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

mINERS: to give their buildings or to lend them to us. In return >le will 
organise the repair of the buildings and carry out inspections at 
intervals. t'e would like to mount an exhibition in the dovecote 
and would hope for people to visit the building • 

SPONSORS: who "ould provide materials for the repair of the dovecotes in 
genera l or to sponsor the repair of specific structures. An 

acknowledgment of the help given would be mounted inside each 
structure • 

SPONSORS: who would help with transport so that materials could be taken to 
sites and perhaps also lend the Trust equipment to do a job • 

HELPERS: who >lOuld support the cause in whatever way they felt able, either 
by physical help before, during, or after repair on any or on 
specific buildings. 
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rov= A~ RISK III lIWl'lIfC,P-»O;I"E 
<onUo",," ••• 

'h. Truo. "ouW nM "hh t o . oquho ,h.n buildio .. bolOO'. it ,,"0_ inT01TO<I in 
r opair . 1< on _.~ ",ohod to gh. t h. bulld;og t o tb, ,,,,,,, ror •• r. ~ .. p!.ng, 
nth a r!5I>t ot ~''''.~ to !I ~t.n ti_ (0" .10110 ' 0" •• 1nt._« 00 "'''0 .... 
"""or. If h"wnor , to .. """0" wi.hod to ,.. .. i. th. t.lU<l1"" or tho hn~ on 
whioh it i. 6 itua'" tho _.t would r on!",,' 'hio " .w. '':ll tho t'r=t woul~ 
.... 'or , is ",~"","blo o coo • • and on ",.dor a t",,"i". t h. t t ho """"" ~ould not 
doliber ... ". d 1"" ,c., bulldt"" t o ". •• gloot." or .; . .... d. Ino .. d It voul.d ho 
ho".d 'ha, ""on ~r. , • • 1I •• d tto oonuln, eon<Orn or tto. 1'>-"", (or the "<"1 
0< \heu bui Hing~ , 00. _Id .0vi"1\O ( ool <""<01,.11 bope) ,,,.., ~'T' would 
Jointly 00>-01"'''''' oith .h. ! root to o"",re .h. ooo'i,,01<y or ,,,.« do •• eot .. . 

If a prOj oot . uch ... thi . ;. to 0" oH tb.. ""'''''" tho TT"", ""_ t ho hd~ ot 
...,.,. ""o~l. , ad it j • • ur. t'-"' """1 peo~l. "HI."". fo.......,.4 with id ... ' 0' 
aO.i~ 0, ...... , to do. "'" ~"". d o ....... pooplo ""0 or. _!"No to ".,rk o . 
",u ... t o ll< o no "'" 3Uppor t . r .. o:I .rsooiooU""" ooul<1 bo . ,,1100«1 to olnl" 
out tl>e loull"ioso, out 11o,," ",,0" and ".,,1 •• ""d rooo • • rubbioh. 

In ....... 4 voh"" .. ", >.no lo"r o. <od "'''''PO ,""u'd bo moo' ... ,,,"'" f or nDt on", 
ODUld tho, .... tho _ . for .ho Youth Op,o"''''''''o. Pr<>:._ to ,,,,t.iOOt. 
off. etho'" lout aloo t h.,. ~ght , .... r ..... "ed t. oet • • ~iOJlO of tn. <lo •• cot . 
d t .... ,..a . 

~.~ .. po th..,. ~itht oVa" "ioh '0 ko.p riO""'" in itl 

ut 1981/1982 "" tt,. "y...,. of t ho Don.oo'." {or tho Hotti""ho.mohi r o I\>il.di"" 
h.'on"tloo J'ruot <r.d l . t tit. l'ru.ot u l:o • pooiU .. can~rirutj"" to t ru. ""ntontion 
of our llo.ildin~ Hori toe. . :lto iTuot _. nnt ha ... t o b"" 0 OOild int;. it """ 
repai r ~no 01 .. ' . "o.ooot.. Th. """"t would !!Un support , oU<JIMl1ty _ 
.. rhop< r . o_It!"" Md • fo~ "_~ _to"" \!OUld gdo • .."... of 
__ • ",,0 a knowl o.". of pr! of our o .... . tio hi.t""7' 

Il' WJ rEu. 100 OOUW SOrfORr """ ~'ST 1:,,:mIS .~ltTll'ollILE VEI''''''"E, ., •••• 
"ontoot John ~ ... orn, ..., 10 00. 0' tho Trust' o .. ,"",00./ od.lnn dooi""toO to 
oo!or, __ "1Ils ._t t~ •• b"lW"S" , a t ,,,. Villi.,.., _ d, Ye.t 1lr1~SIord, 

No<t1n/:h .. , 1>::2 61'" _ • "" •• """I or l.tt'r pl_. , if ot 0./1 po6'5lbl., .. M . 
' ph", •• r .••• r 0 .. 0 t o otop r1~"" ""d he hM hi. "tri,. tD rOO . 

Hon or< _ fo'" .. y. i n ohIo" 1'" o o~ld ~.J p tho "Y . .. or tho Do •• ""to" ; thoro 
. r . ee.rry ""r • • nd if 1"" •• ~ ' UU' ot MMr -.y. th. """'. will be d.llo;ht<d -
<he r . ... t . oodo:_ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

OWN"''': to ,.iTO tOoir bui ldings or t. ' . no th ... to uo. In r .tU"" "" >dll 
or _ ,. t he r opair 0' tho buildi-ng> and oar,.,. ou' 1""poetiono . t 
i nt .mol. . ~. ","uld lik. to ooun' "" .xh.ibitioo i o tbo do ... oat • 
.,-.d """ld ~opo for pobpl * to Tioit t h , building. 

SI'ONOORS, who vould prorld, ".to"'01o for 'h. ,..",ir of the doTOe"t •• in 
...,.r o1 or to 01"""'''" th. ,..,po! r of " po,H( , ~tr""tor.. . An 
ocl<",,~lo~", ot the h o1.p si"" _1" ho """"to<! 1nol<lo . &eh 
ot ruo<ure . 

"PO'OOIiS' who 
• it •• 

would ho lp with tr.,..?Ori . 0 t hot ... , .. ,01. oQul.<! ho tol<e~ <0 
and porho", 0 '-"0 l on' t ho 'l'ru.ot '"U,~t to do • job • 

1I1;IH :IW , who would ; upport t >.o c. u s< iD _ t .... ~ ,.,. t hy I dt oblo , ."h.r 
"7 phyoi<ol h ol, hoforo , d=i".. or o ft" r opo.ir on or.,. or "" 
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DOVECOTES AT RISK IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
continued ••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

HELPERS: who would organise the opening and running of the dovecote when 
repaired and available for visitors. 

HELPERS: who would carry out recording or research to provide a comprehensive 
" record of the dovecotes of Nottinghamshire. 

HELPERS: who would design, make up and set up the exhibitions • 

DONATIONS: for the purchase of materials and equipment. The Trust will 
have a separate "Dovecote" account and will keep accurate records 
of ekpenditure on each project. If donatiryns are given for work 
on a specific dovecote then an assurance that the money will be 
spent on that particular building will be given. Think, if 10 
people give 50p that makes £5.00 and this will buy, perhaps, 50 
secondhand tiles, enough perhaps to keep the wet out of one dovecote. 

INFORMATION: It is vital that we collect information in the form of articles, 
documents, books and photographs of dovecotes in this County. If 
you do not wish to give 'the source of information, please lend it to 
us to copy and return to you. Think that you may be the only 
person who has access to the detail of a particular building. Your 
help could ensure its correct repair. 

Please remember what William Morris the founder of the Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings felt about our Building Heritage. 
In 1877, he was at pains to point out that we are only guardians of 
our building heritage. It is up to us to see that which has been 
handed down to us is passed on by us to our children, in a condition 
better than that in which we received it. My words, not his, but 
they relate well to dovecotes. Most are in a pretty poor state 
today and now we have the opportunity to put them right and hand 
them on to others in good condition. 

To let these buildings go would be a tragedy, we are, perhaps, the last generation 
able to save them. 

00000 

NBPT COACH TOUR SATURDAY, 5th SEPTEMBER 

The Trust, having pronounced the year 
1981/82 as being the Year of the Dovecote, 
(members will have read the article above) 
will hope to make visits, on its coach 
tour booked for Saturday, 5th September, to 
some of the more important and interesting 
dovecotes in the County. 

The intention is to book a coach which will 
leave the County Hall car park at 10 o'clock 
to visit as many dovecotes as possible, 
arriving at Thrumpton for tea ,and finishing 
back at County Hall between 6 and 7 p.m. 
in the evening. 

John Severn 

whether or not they wish to go on .n1S 
outing. Replies to Dr, Middleton by 
29th June, please. 

As will be appreciated from the article, 
dovecotes are buildings which could be 
easily repaired and looked after by the 
Trust, and it is hoped that sufficient 
support from the membership will allo~J 
these interesting yet otherwise neglected 
buildings to be refurbished 'and given a 
new lease of life'. The support from 
members by joining our coach tour and any 

In order to ensure sufficient numbers and other practical help given by members and 
non-members alike will be very much 

to make worthwhile not only booking the appreciated. Unless organisations like 
coach but arranging for tea at Thrumpton ours can pave the way for the buildings 
Hall the Trust would be grateful if members to be repaired very few will be left for 
would indicate on the attached reply slip our children to appreciate in the future. 
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THE KIRKBY & DIBTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIErY 

Annesle;, Old Church 
- '--- .--- ---
The now reduPdant "Al.L Saints" Church 
which stands beside Annes ley Hall on the 
A.614 almost certainly has Saxon origins. 
Until fairly recent times Annesley village 
surrounded the Church and Hall but there 
are now no obvious signs of its existence. 

The new Church was built at the turn of the 
.century nearer to the new colliery village 
of Annesley and the old Church was not used 
thereafter. It gradually decayed after 
lead was stripped from the roof during the 
first \~orld War and in 1945 part of the 
roof collapsed. 

Sylvia Sinfield, Secretary 

I have seen the Church Commissioners' 
Architects' plans, and they are saving as 
much as possible of the Quilding and the 
result should be a rather 'romantic' 
outline which is most acceptable if it is 
passed. 

International Byron Society 

--------------
On April 25th the International Byron 
Society 'made their annual pilgrimage to 
the area. They lunched at Bestwood 
Lodge and then went on to Newstead Abbey 
where a talk was given by Nottingham 

Over the years a few historic items such as City Council's Art Director, Mr. Brian 
the Norman font, the marble figure of a Loughborough, as it was the 50th 
Chaworth Knight and the stone effigy of anniversary of the County's taking over 
Leonia de Raines, signifying a heart burial, · the Abbey. After touring the Abbey our 
were rescued and removed to the new Church. Chairman guided them to Annesley Hall 
In 1975 a roof beam fell and damaged the and Church, although they had to view 
Chawo~th Achievement of 1686, so the Kirkby them at a distance because of the 
and D1strict Conservation Society contacted dreadful snowy conditions. They then 
the Victoria and Albert Museum for advice. went to the Acacia Avenue Centre where 
Their representative came and described the the Annesley \ ~ omen' s Institute provided 
piece of plasterwork as unique and a thing tea, and Canon Frank Lyons gave a talk 
of great beauty, but thought that it could on Annesley Church and its connections 
not be moved in one piece and that it would with Lord Byron. 

certainly cost thousands of pounds to 
restore it. The Society removed it from 
the wall themselves and arranged to have it 
restored . for a fraction of that price by. a 
master plasterer, Bill Sal~er of Leeds, who 
is often consulted on work at nearby . 
Hardwick Hall. The Achievement is now 
safe in the new Church. 

For many years there have be.en debates on 
the future of the building and the ultimate 
disposal of the churchyard. The Church is 
designated as an Ancient Monument but as 
reported in a previous newsletter, la~t 
year the Church Commissioners obtained 
permission from the Secretary of State for 
total demolition. The Conservation 
Society have pressed for retention of at 
least part of the outline of the Church and 
for the gravestones to be left as they 
stan~ ~t present and, if possible, the 
acqu1s1tion of the site by Ashfield 
District Council and a decision is still 
awaited. 

It was agreed that our Society should 
send an annual report on the Church's 
preservation to the Byron Society. 

They then went on to hold a memorial 
service for Byron at Hucknall Church. 

Professor Leslie Merchand of America 
was on the tour - he is the world's 
leading authority on Byron and has 
recently published the 11th Volume of the 
Definitive Edition of Byron's letters. 
There were also pilgrims from Japan 
amongst the group, which included 
Mrs. Elma Dangerfield, Director of the 
Byron Society, Mr. Michael Re~s, Vice­
Presi~ent, and Miss Lucy Ed~s, the 
Organ1ser and Secretary. 

In spite of the weather this proved to be 
a most worthwhile. and enjoyable occasion. 

00000 
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The follolring PRESS NOTICE is repri nted for the information of Trust members:-

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FOOD 
Whitehall Place, London, SW1A2I!H 

April 30, 1981 

LAXTON ESTATE 

In a Viritten Reply to a Question by Mr. Richard Alexander M.P., in the House of 
Commons today, asking whether he has completed the sale of the Laxton Estate and if 
he would make a statement, I1r. Jerry Wiggin, M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, I 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, said: 

"The House will recall that I announced on November 28 , 1979 that the Laxton 
Estate was to be included in t he programme of land sales being carried out 
by this Ministry as provided for in the vlhite Paper on tl;e Government's 
Expenditure Plans for 1980/81. I made it clear at that time, and subsequently, 
that the sa le Was being treated as a special case and the estate would only 
be offered to those able to give the necessary assurances about the future of 
the system and the Helfare of the tenants. 

"I am glad to inform the House t hat the ter ms of a sale have now been agreed 
by this }!inistry with the Crown Estate Commiss ioners for a price of £1 million. 
This price took into account a number of constraints I.hich are due to the 
Ministry's policy of management resulting from the unique role and structure 
of the estate. I feel sure that the House will welcome the transfer of this 
historic esta te t o a body of such a high r eputation. 

"The Crown Esta te Commissi oners have given me an undertaking that it >lill be 
their intention to continue as at present organised, the Open Field System 
and associated c~stoms which are the principal features of this historic 
estate, and that reasonable educational f acilities will continue to be made 
available." 

Notes: 

The Laxton Estate comprises s ome 1,830 
acres in 15 fully equipped f ar ms and six 
smallholdings. The average size of the 
farms is about 110 acres. , The village ' 
hostelry also forms part of t he Est ate 
and is for disposal toget \:ler , 1,1i th four 

swell domestic dwellings. 

The land ~Ias offered to the ~I inistry by 
the late Earl Manvers in 1952 and is the 
last surviving village >lith open fields 
cultivated in the way common t o England 
in the Middle Ages. The Minister of 
Agriculture is currently Lord of the 
Hanor. 

The system is still administered by the 
Court Leet of t he Manor which consists 
of all t he occupiers of land at Laxton. 
The Bailiff, a Steward and a jury of 12 
men have power to inspect the fields 
and fine any tenant abusing t he system . 

ENDS. 

Half the fines go towards providing 
refreshment for the Court and half go to 
the Lord of the Manor. 

The tenants of the properties to be sold 
have been notified. All disposals will 
be subject to tenancy and the Minister's 
tenants will have full security of ' 
tenure under the Agricultural Holdings 
Legislation. 

The Crown Esta te, which includes some 
260,000 acres of agricultural land in 
England and Scotland, forms part of the 
hereditary possessions of the Crown and 
is therefore an appropriate environment 
for the historic Laxton Estate. It is 
managed in accordance with the provisions 
of t he Crown Estate Act 1961, by a 
Board of eight Commissioners, who are 
appointed by Her Majesty the Queen, with 
the duty of maintaining and developing 
the Estate. Their Chairman is the 
Rt.Hon. the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres. 
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NUSEUM OF 

FARI-! BUILDINGS 

An early 19th century farmyard complex is' beginning ,to take 
shape at the Chiltern Open Air Museum; Newlands Park, Chalfont· 
St. Giles. The Museum has saved four ancient farm buildings 
from destruction ~d has decided to rebuild them as a farm, 
adding other appropriate buildings that become threatened plus 
a small collection of farm implements from the 1800s. 

The first building to be reconstructed in the farm complex is 
a large granary from Rossway Home Farm, BerkhamStead, Herts . 
Part of the granary dates from the 18th century; An extension 
was added in a period of agricultural prosperity in the 19th 
century. Like many specialised farm buildings, it was made 
redundant by changes in farming techniques. It was given to 
the Nuseum by Major Hadden-Patoni 'who also donated some timber 
for the reconstruction. During the >linter of 1976/7 it was 
carefully dismantled by volunteers and transported to the , 
Museum site. 

Repairs to the granary's timbers have been carried out in the 
Nuseum workshop and its complex frame of over 400 timbers has 
now been e,ected at Newland Park. The joists at first floor 
level and some of the internal partitions have also been fitted 
and the roof structure is nO>1 being assembled. Work has 
continued through the >linter to have the granary ready for 
vie"ling by the public when the Museum opens in the early Summer. 

Other bUildings awaiting reconstruction in the farm complex 
are a large barn from Hill Farm, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks, 
and two buildings from the early 19th century College Farm, 
Marsworth, an open fronted cattle -shed and a stable for " 
working horses with a ,cart shed attached. 

The Chiltern Open Air Huseum is planning to open to the public 
on Sundays throughout the Summer of 1981. Among the 
interesting buildings on view w~ll , be a replica of an iron age 
house, a cruck barn from the late 15th or early 16th century, 
a 19th century cart shed and · a ~9th century baker's granary. 
Several other buildings have been saved from demolition, 
carefully dismantled and. are awaiting reconstruction at the 
Museum. 

Building Conservatio'n March 1981., 
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