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HARRY JOHKNSOM AlWARD

: The winners of the Harey Jobmson fward [oc 1980 are Dr. & Mea. J.L. Hart, for
s tne restoration of the Watermill Barn, £3 Main Strest, Linby.

The barn wes 2 mid-1Bth cenbury bullding, with later additions and alterations.
I waterwheel was added arcund 1850, powered by diverted water [rom one of tha
LWo streams pazsing through Lhe village,

The barn i3 construcked in coursed and sguared rubble, with stone dressings to
door and window openinga. !

The barn was bought by the present owners in 1985, having been emply far a numbear

o years., The building had a corragated asbestos cepent roof and was genaerally in
o dita pil,

S

a run-cdown condition and wilkh Lhe Wabsrwhzel collapsad in

Tha owners carried out extensive research and obtained adyice from informed

gources belore planping and underiaking the work.




The barn waa two sboried, wlith & number of door and window openings and ventilation
slats. ALl theze exisling openings hawve been retalred ta thelir eeoch size and shaps
and incorporated into the new residentisal use. The new windows are in gtaired
hardwood, of simple profile snd design. The eilding has been re-rocfed using clay
pantilez and the front yard laid out in reclaimed brick and stone.

Ta the rear of the Sarn. a lzte Victoriarn dairy block has been partly demollshed
and re—joined to the barn by a smaller link bleck. The crew yard addition, ab the
front of Lhe harn, has been removed and the lalter single storey farm Duildings in
brick, backing on to the road, have heen realored.

The judges, reoresenting the H.B.P.T. and the C.P.R.R., ware impressed by the Lolal
soncept of Lhe scheme, by the Lhought znd commitment that had gone into it and,
egpecially, by the finiahed result,

he owners are Lo he congrabtulted on winning the first Hzery Johmson Award with
such &2 commandable schems,
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THE HARRY JOHNSON AWARD

Harry Johnson was 2 well known erchifect in the Horth of the County and South
Torkshire and wes a founder member’ of the Nottz Building Preservation Trust ino
1967, He alse took an interest Ao Lhe counbeyside and in conservation matters
EFeneral 1y,

Cpon hiz death last year, 1t waa not surprizing that both the Trust and the
C.FLRE, wished to preserve hiz memory in scme tangible way and it was agreed
to hold an anneal award for good design within the countryside,

I% waz decided Ehat the Harry Jeohnsoo: fward, as 16 was to be named, would be
made to the owper of the best new beilding,-or the best restoration of a
building, withiom a villapge setting.

The judging for the first award hes now been undertaken. The panel, Crom Both
preservation groups, wes favourebly impressed by the guality of the six nomlnations
received and ezpecizlly inpressed by the commikment of the building owners ilnvolwved.

Most of the nominations were madse by the Parish Councils in which the bulldings
atood and thelr participabion was much appreciated.

OFf the six nomlnaticons only one was & new building and cog was for pure restoration
znd repair; the ather four were for restoration and change of use from farming or
argiculural to residentlial usea.

The First nominzticn waa for a new garage to an existing cottage in the village of
Oxton. The owner bad gone o considerable lenghbha and expense Lo creale a
vernacular building with & modern usa.

The second nomination invalved a group of redundant farm buildings, which the owner
had carefully converted to residenfisl use, at Elkesley. This was particularly
impressive bacause the owner had carried cut most of the work himgelf and the
'bafare' and 'aller' shobs revealed what a labour ol love 1t must have been. It was
felt that the owners would have benefited from & Little expert advice an purely
design matters.

A third nomination was for the pestoration end repalir of a T.C. Hine building in
Kinpullen. The old rectory had been badly neglected over the yesrs and it was a
revelation Lo see haw the building had heen brought back to life by its new owners.
It was [felt, however, that this building was nob complebed az the builders were
atill working on the site nd ik was suggested that the building =hould be
re—entered oext year.

The fourth nemipation was for a group of farm buildings at Grove, reatored and
converted BEo residential by ALH. Turner Deaign Ltd. of Retford. This work was, again,
work capried cut Lo a professionally high standsrd by a firm with great experience
atb this kind of development.

The reraining two nominations were both for the restoration of a water-mill and 1ta
converasion to residential wase, one at Linby and the other st Church Warsop. Bolh
ouners had earried oot much of the back-breaking wWork -themaelves in their ge-called
zpare time. The detailing of both was excellsnt and ariginal timbers and artefacls
had been carefully cleaned and displayed. 2

The task of judging batween thess nominations was 2 very difficult one and the judgea
would have liked to giwva an award of some kind Eo grery owner. Alter much deliberatlan,
. however, the panel woied Lo give the Barry Johnaen Award for 1980 to Dr, & Hres, J.L.
Hart for their work on the Wakermill Barn at Maln Street, Linby.

Az a close second, the panel would congratulate Me. & Mra. Hﬁvn?ck af Warsop Mill,
Church Warsop, for their sheer dedication and commitment to their restoration of

Lhe mill.,




