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.. TIlE FUTURE OF TEE TRUST 

, by' Bob" Middl~ton, Secretary. 

. In:.the · last issue, we' were sorry to report that the'Trust , 
had 'bad to'" withdraw the, grant' aid which 'was a~'ailable 

for the ,restorati,on of ,buildings in the .countyo At that 
time' the precise,situ.ation with regard toth~grant-aid, 
which we in turnrece:t,ve from the'Nottinghamshire County 
Council; had, ,yet to be clarifiedo The situation has now 
been confirmed 'as' follows:-

Grcuit";'aid: 

19'78/79 ;-' £6.~50P, 1979/80, .:." ~2,950 an~ 1.980/8,1 - £500'0 
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In view of this the Council of l-1anagement confirmed their 
decision,. ·and certainly for the foreseeable futur.e, ~no"~; 

fuz;~he~ gz:~~~ .~ll b~IDa:4e 0 

. " COJnpetl. tion: " ' 
CollilighamMuseum Cttee. 4 

WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE THE TRUST?, Although a major part ~. , 
of our work, grant-aid was only one of· the tools which, ' 

Barn at ,Rancli~fe Farm, 
,·,Bunny , 

wert! <used in' seeking' ,to preserve this .county's heri tage.o'· Tracing the'History,' of, 

5 

, Technical advice ,has alwa.ys~ been.' available an~t wil~ Your, House ,6., 7 & 8 
~:: cohtinue' to be availablein.:the futtire,;'( in m~hy cases, 

The Rui.ne·d, Church' ,of ~' . this ;is considered' to. be~ of. equal value to o~ep.~, as", t}:le 
grants which, we have given,., ' The Trust 'alse' 'act's, as' 

o • 'watchdog': 'monitoring"applicationB',which aff~ct ',: 
St ~ ~~ ~ Colst,on Bassett 9 

~ :: :conservation:areas and 'listed buildings and this work. 
too' will ,continue~'" We intend, also,: to ~ook,furtheI- ' 
at· oUr 'Buil-aings~ at :Risk':Tegister: 'and ,the follow-up 
action that can. be t'B.ken when ,we are, 'notified of' '- . 

In D~f~~~~ o~ ~h.~ Pot 12/13 
Now Our Oaks are in Peril 13 

buildings 'at risk'. The. other major' activity which 

Volunteers 
Public'atiohs' " 
., ,i . :; .. 

we hqpe to e~~d.in ~the future, i~ th.e.pr~nciple, of 
th~ .. ~"VOLVING FUND, .where a building'i.s'.ptirchase'd, 
resto~e,4 ~9.re~sol9. so as. ,to' ,~egen~;r~ite the capital 
exp~~d~'on ftsrestorationo ' , ,We"hop~. i~ ;1980/81 ,to, 

be able 'to make a start on 1 'LP,fflY LANE" PAPPLEl/ICK,' ':.Jf." ," . 
as a test case. ,- . , 

• • I. • 

- ~:'" •• ~_ _ ,_, -4 _ _ • • • __ .. ......._. • . J.' I • 

It is "Ii th opt.imi~mr ;tha~ w~ lqo~".. . ," ,.' " ,-
to 1.980, b~t the TrUst. urgentl,.y' - , " . . , . '. " . 

needs more' support from i.ridi:vid~1.6;X,,fu (~r. l 'cf' '~11~' ,',J' '. . .,prganiaatio]lS, indlWtry, "commerq~ 'JV\l)rrq,\,JlfismaS ana{jJ,e~,· ~ 
. and .~he,:p:r;':of.~~~ii:?~s.: 'i'~h~~: is ; ~ ..-;' , 

~~~!~=:!!e o;o~~e a::i,i!~'c~~tY" . 'LVisht's ~r'a)Jann(r ~few 'far, 
PLEASE ,SUP-PORT IT by' :your contl.nued It!. {~ TT J IXt /' : . 
. membership ,and by encouraging others ~ :',' .. 0 0 , 

to subscribe. 

r: 

Reg.Office: 110 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. NGI 3HL. 
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lfJ'l!ol> I!!ddl.Oton, s.or ot..ry, 

, I"'~'" i.;... J;_ uo _ : _ r e OOrrl to ",..,.., th>t the ~j.Q;,t 
.... . """ to. wlth,.,. .... ho p""" Ili~ whi<h ..... o,"n,~l. 
lor the u.,wa U"", Q~ '"" __ ;n t "" """"'7_ At ,,':;i 
11 ... th~ 1*"001" .• n .... Uo',.,nth r.3"ri tQ t1><. '''"ot_ .... d, 
whioh ... in turn ~oc'''in fr<><. the ~o\t1nO>o •• h!.". CQuo,tr 
Couneil; hOod :rot to l>e <ta,.Ul.4. <:M dlu.M"" '- ,..,v 
r-n oonriniled· .... !oll.".,,_ 

G.."",t-aid: 
1'1l1l179.-U;,oo, 1979;80 ~ .. U,~"""- 1'llolll1 -~. 
r" n . v 01 11>1. th. O,","oH of __ nt <onri~ tho;l.r 
• • 01010<1 , :.n~ o.~to1nly t o<' tho ~= ..... l;l. "'tur. , . no . 
~.Ih<r U""~ • . ojo11 ""! -'<. -
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RECEN ,T I.NQUI~tES 

'j .. ," 

PUBLIC 
.", .. . .. 

'. ~.: ': ~. 

Whilst tif:~ '.' :tole 'of the Trust may:hav:e.to '.: '~ , " .' ,': thO . Tr t' th " "- '!'. '. ,. : ~~~' ',' 
change, now 'that · we ':have no;' money ·0£0' give: ~~~R " . ~ "'us ~,' " ~ ,. ~~'Jor :. obJ~ctor 
in the form of grants there is one and ad we not dec1ded to be repr ' es'en~ed, 
aspect of the Trust w~rk that must and some of the ~ro~erties may not have been 
can go on unimpededo This is of course saved 0 ~ a:;t:s ~:~mport~nt" th~refore that 
our involvement at public inquirieeo wher~ webe11ev~a bU1ld1ng should be 

, .... ~ .. ,:~ . reta1ned we should also be prepared to 
Since last November, : the .Trust has · say t;!Jo,;'~ · " , · " " , ,:, ~:. :. ' " "" . "', . 

appeared at 6 publ1:c inquiries - the '. .- . ,',." .' . ,: ~::'; 
details may h~ve :b~ ' en '~ r~ported be fore, ~t', The ~c1ent Monume~:~: . ~?~l.ety was 
hereagairi . are 'the facti3 ~ .... ~ "I • ••.•• ~ . ~~pr~sented at.·the,: , ~nQ.Ul.ry at Everton 
.' ' .' '''' ' :-: '', '''-:' , :. . (the "Dovecote :at )'l~thfield Farm) by 

THE BRACEBRIDGE ~UMPING ST~~ON CHIMNEY Miss Elfzabeth G:ri/c'e' who is presently 
AT WORKSOP is saved but· as "yet the , ~ wri ting a book on the Doyecotes of the 
alternative use proposed for the pumping British Isleso John,:Severn has .been : .. 
station has not yet proceeded very faro asked to help ,check the ·N,ot.tinghamshire 

POT"mT.tn ST~ WORKSOP 'I t·, · ' .. Dovecotes ,so th~t the information on 
J.'~ ~J. t ,was os even . th "th . t' t d h 

th h 1 d d th t th b
Old" ose 1n 1S coun Y l.S correc an e 

oug we p ea e a e U1 l.ng was , b ' f f · . f 'ti 
h

" t . 11· t t 'Th b Old" .. ... would e most grate ul or any l.n orma on, 
1S or1ca y l.mpor an 0 e U1 1ng gov 0. ' • D 

. t . b k h b" . . wr1t.ten or , photographl.c· of ovecotes pas.t: 
~ sd' own

f 
lac d' o~evelr Yf

g
t1 Vl.ng up a . and present iil. Nottihghamshire 0 Please 

\-ron er u me l.aeva 'roo . russ 0 d ° ft· , · " h h " , .. . ' .' . sen 'any l.n orma l.on . you , ave, owever . 
Unfortunately :those that were respons1ble . ' " . " fi . t . fl' t . . t 
for its demolition did not realise th~ J

1n
h
s 1 

gns 1. can 1Y10uV~alYl. ee R1 dl.St~J °t 
· t f th f" d dIllon evern, a ,1 l.ers oa, VI es . . ' 
l.mp~~ ance 0 :' 1n an on y a sma Bridgford, Nottingham' who; . with ' 
por l.on was save 0 Graham Beaumont and Phil Ibbotson, will 

ORCHARD ~OUSE, FJ.\RNDON.ROAD, NEVJARK, complete as much information as is 
where' we g~ye evi?-ence,has been deci'ded possible on our- county's Doveeoteso 
in favour ht retention, and so has 
Noo 11 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, . CRoPWELL : BISHOPo ~ 

We ~wai t decisions', on liABMOFTS at 
GRINGLEY-ON-THE-H!LL, and ;a1so:' in 'respect 
of the DOVECOTE at EVERTO~, the most 
recent · inquiry , on October : 26tho '.: ;'.' 

Three: 'out of f0ur~ and two result,s still , 
to comeo , In all cases the Trust was ' abie 
to put up a ~trong ' : obj~ction in' an ~ttempt. 
to retain'· the ' buildingso .: Whilst,'one ' 

. would not wish to pUf?h. thl.s point too fa+' 
i 't is significant that in· a numb~r· . pf ' 

TRESWEIJ.. CHURCH - REP A~ TO roOF 

In the September 'newsletter we described 
the grant-aid that was available from 
the Department of the Environment for 
the restoration of historic churches~ 
There is also another poss!~le soUrce of 
money for these buildings, :ioe 0 The 

,,:JAS. 
-; ... 

FIRE! . HELP ~ED 

.' The problems o f .- meeting:; the r.equirement 
: of' fire ' legislation' when. historic, 
, buildings ,undergo ' change:o~ use. are'· .being ~ 
studied by Alan ParneLl'who has been ~ . J 

commissioned by , :the' Department, .. of the , 
' Environment to'. compile"a' :schedule 'of-case 
histories 0 ,'There. are· 11- categories which _ 
incl~de to.wn· houses, warehouse~, .churches, 

··boardingschoolsetco·;·with.change's of use 
.to· tourism, old! people t s' resident'ial . 

. homes , sport ~, acti vi ties~ ,., · , . · 
'. . . . 

. Any9~~ l1~ri:ng~Xperience of the 'effect of 

. fire 'le'g~:sl~tion on historic ,buildings 
' ~4 would be ~lling to heip shou.ld . 

. coritact .. A1an Parnell, FRIBA, 6 \tJe1beck ' 
St~eet ," London, W 01'0 ' . ' 

Historic Churches Preservation Trust, 10 the chut'ch 'rmis't b~ in use.; 

based ~t F~l~am Palace, London S~6 6EAo 20 the repair~ ~, mli$t ' be ·to. the essential 

We rec~tl~ cOntaf;ted this' ,Tr.tlBt to ·see, .'.. f~bri : ~ ~ · C;~·tli~.:t>uild.i . ng;< . '. '. _ .' , 
if an 4ppiication could', be' 'inade ~6ri. ) '," 3o!'the church·mUst .i be~ of' ar.clii tecetiral interest; 
behalf of the church at Treswell for .' 4~ local effoits must ha:ve been made, t :o ." 

repairs .,~o .. , . ~he roof 0 W~ , w~re ~dv~,s~d ,':. , raise funds, ,' f'or ~ ~he ,~ repairs 0 

that in cOnSid~ring ap'pl3ications' the, '.",,' Tr" 'J 11 h" h .. . J :.. d" t b 1·· b1 
followin, g pOitits were taken " into account- es e c urc " "appeare. 0 e e l.g1 e on 

- all counts -applicatd.on wa~ made - we await 
the outcome with interesto 

: :- , -. ·2 
. ' . 

.. :RM 
" ,I . '.' ~ -:, ' 

.' .. ' . . . ~ : r : ... ,,' 
~ '. '. 

•• • , 
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LAXTON FIELDS 

by ~hj . lip Lyth 

The Ministry of Agriculture proposal to sell their ,Laxton 
Estate isa most deplorable suggestion, ,particularly as it was 
only 1952 that they purchased the estate to preserve its 
special features for "alltime.1I Since that date the Ministry 
have been good landlords for the tenants, whose farming has 
not been unduly restricted by the ancient custo~s of the manor 
court and they have been good custodians for the opez:1 fields 
allowing free ,access'to thousands of visitors and ,students each 
year to see ' this unique remainder of the mediaeval openfield 
and strip systemo 

Why then should all this be put at risk? Simply to realise 
perhaps £2 million capital in the national interesto My 
recoll.ection of 1952 is that we were in ,the middle of aO 
financial crisis then, but the ministry had the foresight and 
initiative to ~cquire the estate when it came on the market in 
spite of the credit squeezeo 

By the time these notes appear the issue. may well be settled 
for the better o~ worse, but, if it is still in the balance, 
any interested person or organisation should write to the 
Minister or to their MoPo for an assurance that the Ministry 
is considering the case thoroughlyo These fields, whe~e the 
farming system has remained unchanged for over 1000 years, are 
just ,as important a monument to agricultural history as a 
building, bridge or works may be to industrial historyo 

The Ministry have stated that "the estate will only be offered 
to those .able to give the necessary assurances about the 
future of the system arid the welfare of the tenants 011 

Failing the retention of the estate we ~ust hopet~at the 
Ministry consider trarisferringit to s~me other public authority 
such as the National Trust or County Councilo It is an 
estate of small ' farms, which has often provided the first step 
on the farming ladder for young people and could well be 
considered under the County Council Smallholdings scheme, given 
Ministry approvalo 

The village is a Conservation Area, so ,the buildings are 
reasonably protected, but the open fields are noto Although 
no buildings are -involved I am sure that members, of the 
Building Preservation Trust will do what they can in the 
interests of conservation as a whole, to see that this special 
heritage of our county is as well looked after in the future 
as in the past 0 • 
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LAITO~ F IELDS 

"'" Ml~lotr1 o~ 4rloultur . ... 0JK>U'~ to •• n . ho lr lArl"" 
Dst.to i. ''-' depl"""'le o""".tt"", poTtl",,)o r;t~ .. it _ 
0fIlJ' 1')52 thot I~'J p.or,~a • • d tho • • t at. '0 .... " r Ye H . 
opoo1ol. r.at"",o r"" ".nu .... " Oii~o. thot .... t. tbo ttin; .. rJ 
hove been to«! lM<IIO<"<lo for .... t.,,,,, •• , ..., ... rar..<".; ".. 
rtOt beO" undulJ' r .. trio'od 'f the ""","ut ouot _ ot t ho """"'" 
O"'-""t and th" hn, ,,",,'n t<<<I. ,"".~i""" for tl>o opon 'h).do 
0.11"";'"" r ..... 0000" '0 'hoooO»lo of Yloltol'1' .nd. otuden" aaoh 
-roo.r to _ . ,hi. ""l ~uo ",,""loo.r or Ih. ""di ... Yol. op,mr1.ld 
_" . trip . J . t ... . 

""J thon ohcu'" all thi. ha put at riok? St.,,,," to .... li_ 
por»ol'" Ll .illl", , . pltal 1~ the "".;..,.1 I.tor .. t. 11:" 
roool.).o<ti.., of '95~ i . . .... _ "" .. , in tho .... d<U.o o f • 
"'nanoiol orioi. 'hon , "'" t ha ......... t..,. had .ho 'or."'~t ond 
l~1ti"i~* to ",~u"", t". ... ... vhon it 00'_ an t ha -rot in 
opit. of tho orodlt .qu .... . 

!ly the 11"" ,heM Mt<3 . _or the \=u •. ., wen be u lllod 
for th, bett . r or ~, lout if i< i~ . tin i.o. tho 1>o.lOnoo , 
&01 into"" ... , »0"''''' or ""pol."i"" oh""," writ. to t ... 
Miol.hr OT to 1' •• 1.- X.F. f~ Ol1 ... urOl10. I ... t t 1>o Kin;. t..,. 
10 eOM tdorint th< 0 .... thO<"ou&hlJ'.. ..... .. fioldo , _'"* '10< 
f>, r .ill5 "1.t ... "" ", .. Inod un<~~ f~ onr 10CXl ~o, ..... 
J""t .. i"P"'"t",,1 • __ n O 10 OU.ioulturd lIiot~ .... 
buildint;, brldso or .-. ..." ". to induotr1o.1 hi.'0<"1. 

Tto. Mini ... ,.,. hou ••• t od thot "tho ._to .... ll = ha Dftor'" 
to H,,,",, . b lo to . i n tho "" oooorJ" ..... ",..,,00. about .h. 
futuro or tha . y . t • • ond 'ho _U.,.. of tho .. _to." 
' . il1 .... tho n"nti"" ef tlo< _.at ....... t hopo ...... tho 
Miniot,.,. """"Id" IrOJi.feM"int; it to '._ other ro,l1, . ulhwl t, 
.... eh .. ' b, lIo.lI_l Truot .,.. Coun'1 """ooil . It 1 . IU\ 

.... I. 0' .... n t"'"*" _,h hall oft"" I<"o~illod th< fir31 _I'F 
011 tb. rono1"ll t.do.r '0>" )'<lOllS POOP1~ .."d could ... 11 be 
""""idor.d """or the CmmtJ CouncH ~lhol'i_ .ch_ , ~h." 
1I1 ..... tr1 ._""d . 
~. rtllaso h. """'.,..... U'n _ a , ~o the ,.11"'_ .,.. 
roa."".bI1 ;or.tootod , Out ,loo opeol fi . 1<I. are I>Qt. ~llh<»>&h 
no b .... ldi_ OH .lnTol~.~ r ........ that ...... ,.. of the 
l!.ild.i".. -. ...... U.., 1"ruot ";11 do Wot th' T 0"" in .... 
iu .. r •••• or "",. on_li "" ..... "",01. , to • •• tMt thl3 . ""old 
h.rit~ or cur """"t7 i ........ n 1_04 .. tor in tha fulur • 
.. b tl>o pUt. 



FARM BUILDING SURVEY 

by Phil Ibbotson, Supervisor 

The survey has almost reached its 25th birth-
day - weeks rather than years oldo After a Please help us to diucover the others; 
somewhat hectic start and an' eventful series don't feel that though the one in 
of ' weeks we are going great guns and there question is only a couple of entry holes 
have been moments when the excitement has that it is not worth bothering with - ' 
nearly reached fever-pitcho Requests to they are all important because they form 
view buildings, both on our part and on the part of what, at one time was a common 
part of a number of people and organisations feature, but is now a historical 
have been plentiful and our requests have curiosityo 
been met with a great deal of interest and 
profers of help from a varied number of 
organisations 0, 

'What have you been up to?" and well 
may you ask! ," Country Malt-kilns, model 
farms, 'Residences', blacksmiths' shops 

The discoveries have been many and varied; as and the smallholder's cowshed have been 
we have progressed more and more unusual our loto A most interesting malting at 
things are coming to lighto In the early Cropwell Butler has been drawn which we 
weeks we tend~d to be very enthusiastic and , think,includes a Horse-gin for driving 
to treat everything as though it were the be~ the early ~arnmachineryo It was also ~ 
all and end-all: now it must be said that thought that this range included two J 
t~ings are not always as exciting as they malt-kilns but we have now discovered that 
m~ght be 0 The horizon of the survey has there · were three ,0 In East t>iarkham we 
broadened to some extento Requests from now have records of two timber-framed 
people outside the county have been passed on barns, two 17th a~d two 18th Century 
to uSo Recently a Public Inquiry was held· dovecotes, a .malt1ng and an 18th Century 
at Retford regarding the proposal to demolish cart-shedo Requests from a gentleman 
a set of farm buildings at Everton in the ' at North .Leverton, for us to visit North 
north of the Shireo One of the witnesses and South Leverton have produced a 
(see also John' Severn "Recent Public ' , ,splendid ~sledbarn, a mediaeval manor 
Inquirieslf) was Miss Eliz'abeth Grice, of the house that. is sadly dropping to bits and 
'Times', who specialises in articles on one of the .largest ranges of farm buildings 
architectural matterso ' She is writing a so far seeno The only thing that we 
definitive history IJf Dovecotes in Britain have not had the opportunity to survey is 
and she has asked us to help by noting and a mill - . either wind or watero Several 
where possible, surveying these buildings ,0 , , have been noted but the thing that we are 
I am sending out a plea for information _ most short ,of is .timeo Offers of help 
will anyone who knows the location of either would be most gratefully receivedo 

a dovecote or or a pigeon-loft please let us 
know? We would also like to borrow any 
photos or drawings of such thingso At the 
moment,through keeping my eyes open, I have 
been able to list 53 Dovecotes and loftso 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE HALL 
COMPEl' IT ION 

Members will be delighted to learnthat 
this Competition (organised by the 
Community Council for Nottinghamshire 
and sponsored by Sir \oJm 0 Starkey & Co 0 

Ltd ° , has, in this its first year, 
been wo~ by THE PARISH CENTRE, WARSOP, 
where, 1n 1977 and 1978 we held our 
Annual General Meetingo ' ' 

In 1973 the Trust gave grant-aid 
towards the restoration scheme and we 
offer our heartiest congratulations to 
The Parochial Church Councilo 

Las,t, but by no means least, we need to 
pay attenti~n to the fact that the 
surv~yhas not 'been cut-off in its prime 
so-to-speako Through the efforts of 
Dro Middleton's negotiations with the 
Manpower Services Commission we have an 
extension into ' the New Year 0 Our thanks 
are due for this and it should be ' 
possible ror the survey to complete 
almost all the parishes that were 
originally proposed by the Trusto 

cottINmIAM MUSEUM COMMITTEE 

Members who joined us on the walk at 
Collingham during the Summer will be 
interested to learn that the Museum 
Committee have now produced a trail 
l~aflet of the tour 0 Three plaques 
~~ll be erected at the most interest­
ing placeso 
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1 ____ 

Tracing the History 
of Your House 

contribution to a regular series by 
Adrian Henstock, the County Archivist, describing basic 
documentary sources for tracing the history of smaller 
houses in Nottinghamshirebuilt 'before · c.1900~ 

+ ... :+ + + + + + + + + ' ... 

E. Probate Records, 16th-20th Centuries 

1 0 .!!ill~!,Ild Admi.!!,i.2.traii.2,Il~,_16th.-£Oih_C~nill!;i~s_ 

Most property changes hands by sale or inheritance, and these records cover 
th~ latter process. ~Jills contain details of property bequests, but 
letters of administration (granted where there was no will) record· only the 
name of the beneficiaryo The descriptions 0;1" property: coilta~:ned iJl ' wills 
can ranee from very detailed statements down to vague.b~quests such as 'all 
my property in Nottingham' or 'the house 'in which I now dwell'. 
Unfortunately exact locations are rarely given before the late 19th century, 
usually just the name of the parish, occasionally the street name if in a 
town. The wills of wealthier people frequently contain detailed legal 
provisions as .to who shall inherit, such as entai~s to the eldest so~, etc., 
but all wills should give the name of the' beneficiary and his or her 
relationship to the testator. In some instances heirlooms such as 
specified furniture or pictures, etc. will be bequeathed along with the 
house. 

Before 1858 wills were proved in a bewildering v~iety of church courts, 
which can make it difficult to trace a person's. will 0 . Most of 
Nottingbamshire .fell within the Archdeaconry of ' Nottingham, ~hc::"seoriginal 

records cover the period from c.1500 to 1858. . A .substantial grou.p ' of . 
parishes {:lround S~uthwell and the lower Trent valley fell \d-thfn the aptly­
named ·Pe.culiar'. of Sauth"lell, and some other parishes were ' within smaller 
'peculiars'o Each of these bodies had power to prove wills within its 
area, but the records of all o'f them are now in the Nottingh~hire Record 
Office, . indexed both by name and p·arish. Some Nottingha~shire ~lls~ 

however, are to be found at the Borthwick Institute of Historical Research 
at York. These are either Archdeaconry wills where the original has been 
lost but a contemporary copy survives at York, or else wills proved in the 
Prerogative Court of York, chiefly wealthier people. Wills of the very 
wealthy were proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, and are now 
housed at the Public Record Office, LondoD. After 1858 all . 
Nottinghamshire wills have been proved in the Nottingham Probate Registry. 
The ··original · documents were sent· to Somerset House, London, but 
contemporary copies are available (.to 1936) at the Nottinghamshire Record 
Office 0 

2. In!,e.!!,torie!, of_Goods_and_Chattels,..:..,16th-.1.8th_C!.ntll!:.i!.s_ 

Inventories, detailed valuation lists of the personal property {not real 
estate) of deceased persons, were drawn up along with most wills and 
administrations b~fore about 1750, although not all have survived. They 
itemise the contents of houses, workshops and farmyards, including all 
f~niture, bedding, crockery, etc. and thus provide a valuable picture of 
house interiors. In larger houses roomaare frequently named, e.g. the 
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Tracing the History 
of Your House 

'"""to "",'ribo.t1"" to • ro~lar .. rb. by 
..... on H..,"'_ , , ... C"""ty ,"",ohio!, d .. "ribi"" .... " 
d=-~t.'7 WUN'" r~~ tn<!n~ .h. niotor1 of ~nor 
hOl>Uo In No\lI~M". bo.il. bo f "", 0.1900 • 

• • • • 
t. Prob ... lIoooru.. 16th_roth Cont orioa 

1. !'ll!. !."~ !."!.'.!l.i!.t.!:..!i£.~'_'§.t~-l"i~ _C!"l"!:!!."_ 
Il00. pt'Opo"'1 oh.....,.; • • _ . by • • 1. or '_,itane<, ..,,~ th • •• rooord. conr 
th. lo.t'.r pr_ oo. \I1n. <OIl ... 1o . , toil<. of P'_"'Y boq ... to , bo' 
10 .. .,. of 00011.10.,,<1001 (U •• t.1I wt.oro t ........... no ~illl " . oovd ool)' th. 
_ of to. _.fioUr._ _ ~ •• orlpti """ of JrOporty' , ,,,, .. imod io will.o 
""-" ~ b-", n ,.,. ' .bil'" ... t....,.. ""'''' to ~ boq ... t •• """ .. ' . n 
., F<'P«tll. ~ottl"ll". ' or 'to. h,,- ·i~ ""oh ~ ~"" d_ ll'. 
UdOl'tUllO.t.ll . .. ot 100 •. \1_ or. r .... l;J I'i"" ... ~o,.. ' 1>0 ).0." ' 9 th oon'=>. 
uouo.llJ' j wo. th. """" of the _ l oll, o<.,,'ooolly to. . t ", • • _ if .." • 
• """". 'lh • • ill. of _ l,M.r peopl. fr-oquently oootaio do • • U. ' l opl 
~"'I""" ... to '""0 ohall ll>Mr lt. ~,,<h .., ",,1.011. to the . _ 0"", .t,. , 
bul .n >1111 .. 5hodd _he I .. ....,. or I he- bon,/ioior 1 """ hi. or hu 
r.:u.ti~lr '0 ... ... I . tor . In _ 1M\.ono<, .. irI.,... . uch ... 
• po<in. d (""nitur. or plolurN, .'0. will". "'qu •• t"d .1""" with tbo 
ho .... . 

Eofor. ,8.'j!l will. "" ... ~d b. bowild.ri.o~ .uh t)' of <~u""h """";0 , 
...nioh 0." -. it "'''Ioult to . .. , •• por .... ' • . will. """t of 
Notti~bo .. hin fell wil>in 'h< "", ...... 00ftr3' of Nott1nshoo, ...nOM orislno.l 
... oordo oO'O'er Ih. ror;\od """" ,.,~ to '858. • _ t"'HIll. U<>4P ot 
pori.h ••• ,..".,.. """,h ... 11 an' lbo "' ... r 'r",t u l lo, 1. 11 vithi. tho .ptIr " 
"...~ 'Poc'll1ou-' of s.,uthvoll , on<! ..- othor pOr.ah .. _,.;, rithio ... ll or 
' __ 11or . '. ,,"oh of tl>e .. 0""1 .. ",,0 I"""'r to pro>"' will. withio it • 
• r .... """ th. <000"", of . 1 1 0 < .""" or . now io . bo ."' . ..... __ hi" Roe"'" 
utn"" , l"".:tO~ both 01 _ .. on(! _1... . ""- ~"'I"""'_Ir. willo , 
""" ... r. o.r. '0 '00 t"""" .t tM IIort~I'i'" _ .itul. of H~'oriooI llo_ . rch 
. t lork. !'!IN. n • • ithor "<bd. oOOOU'y willo ""or. Ih< orlp .. l "'" b .. n 
l oot but • coat .. por . ,.,. ""PT . orri .... t 'ozk, or .h< >1111. prou d id t h. 
Pror_Uu C...,.t of I",,". chi. n, _ n thi" ",Opl. . ~Ill. 01 .o. " Y1 ,....,tk • ...,.. "",_ in Ch< Pr. r _ ti ... Coort of Coo .. """"" . .... >C • • "" 

h"" • • at the .... "io g,."or~ Offioo. u-.~o . Art. r ' S~ ul . 
Iioltinp...,i r . wi l l . bo ... bo .. pro,,"' io t h. !IoUi_ Pr_lo aop •• ,.,.. "'" =4:_' '"" ... nlo _ ro _ n','o __ I H""". , Lond.on, ..... 
0 ..... _. ooph • ..,.0 . ... n . blo fto '9$) • • t ho Nottln3"'-11,r. l'ooo,"" 
Offi .. . 

2. !"!<Jl t.£."1'!. .£f _ ~. _ "lld _ "!!.'!. t!1!.. _ 1 fl,!;-,18,tb _ Cl~P,tUJ:.i!.'_ 

InY.ntorl .. , '''101l.~ TO.l""U"" l lot . or t ho poroonal )T<>porl. (not reU 
.. lot . ) of ,,"0 ... _ I"'r""" • • ...,. . ...... "'" ~p . ,_ wi'" . "'" ",11 .. ""~ 
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it_ .. . ho """Ioob of h"" ... , ..".1<.0'0", onO .. ,... .. r .. , i=l ud.<'4l Ul 
<uroitur. , boddio.r; , ~ • • 10. om<! t_ »ToYi' .... 1""bl.o piotu.-. of 
""', ... intorioro . In lor~or h"""5 ~ or. fr<qu, "", ..-od , • • £. tho 



TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-4 
continued from page 6 

'house', 'parlour', or 'best chamber', etco It may be possible to find 
inventories of contents of existing houses built before 1750,- although it 

-is difficult, the major problem being again one of correct identificationo 
In well-documented cases it is possible, for example the Old House at 
Bleasby appe~rs in the inventory of George Fox, a Bleasby yeoman, in 1631, 
and the inventory of Samuel Hallowes, esqo of Nottingham (1715) relates to 
County House in High Pavemento 

Inventories are found with the wills or administ~ations to which they 
relate, and the locations are therefore the same as described in the section 
above 0 A very' -good series of inventories exists for the Peculiar of 
Southwell from c01520 to c01750 but-for the Archd~aconry the series only 
covers the period from c01690 to 0.17500 

Fo Manorial Court Rolls, 13th-20th Centuries 

Changes of ownership of copyhold (as opposed to freehold) property, were 
recorded in the past on manorial court rolls {sometimes in book form but still 
called 'rolls')oCopyhold tenure was more frequent in the distant past but 
was slowly converted' into freehold, although it was not wholly abolished until 
19220 It. was common in some-parishes, eogo Mansfield and Bulwell, but rare 
in otherso . Properties changed hands by being 'surrendered' into the hands of 
the lord of the manor, and then being regranted to the new owner, who was 
'admitted' to the property, each stage being recorded on the court rollo 
Thus instead -of the conventional conveyances arid: mortgage.s etc 0 (see Ao Title 
Deeds) the deeds of the title to a property were 'copies'of the surrenders 
and admittances on the court roll (hence the name)o Wills were also often 
copied onto the rollo A series of court rolls is thus of considerable value 
in that the complete history of a particular.property can-theoretically be 
traced through from beginning to end, although this will entail considerable 
research 0 . 

Court rolls also rec'ord fines for encroachments on waste or common land, such 
as the erection of ~ squatter's cottage on a common, or even the erection of 
pillars on pavements to support the projecting upper floors of houses as 
occurred around Nottinghamt.s Market Placeo 

Court rolls exist for only a r~latively few places in Nottinghamshire, and 
before the 17th.century, rarely in long runso. Some particularly good series 
in the Nottinghamshire Record Office are those for Mansfield from 1497 to 1890 
(with gaps), various Southwell area manors from -the 18th century to 1936, and 
Bulwell from 1723 to 19250 Also in the office are the rolls of the 
Nottingham Corporation Mickletourn Jury, 1395-1859, which acted as a kind of 
manorial court for the borougho It did not enrol conveyances, but .the 
records are very full for details of encroachments," etco Other sets of court 
rolls for the county are to be found in Nottingham University's Manuscripts 
Department, the Public Record Office in London, or other local record officeso 
Some, such as those for Southwell's Burgage manor, are still in the hands of 
the Solicitor who acts as steward of the manor, whilst others may still be 
with the present lord of the manoro The Historical Manuscripts Commission in 
London maintains a Register of Manorial Documents recording whereabouts if 
known 0 

Go EState Records, 16th-20th Centuries 

10 SU!.v9.s,_Valuati.2.n~!!ld Rentals,_16th-~Oth_CentU!.i~s_ 

These are written lists of property rented out by landowners, with 
descriptions or acreage of the property, the names of the tenants and the 
annual value or rentalo They were sometimes accompanied by maps or plans 
(see Bo 50 EState Maps) and commonly exist for the estates of great landed 

continued on page 8 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-4 
continued from page 7 

families as well as other private and corporate ownerso Surveys and 
valuations were usually drawn up for a specific 'o~e off' purpose at a 
particular date, but rentals often exist' in annual runs, enabling changes 
of tenancy to be traced throughouto An outstanding survey in the 
Nottinghamshire Record Office is that of the Stapleton family estate in 
Bingham in 1586, which describes each building and locates it by reference 
to its neighbouring properties on all four sides, but this is rare, and 
most surveys rarely include descriptions of the houses or their locationso 
There are many such documents in the Portland (Welbeck) and Savile 
(Rufford) archives in the Nottinghamshire Record Office, or the Middleton 
(Wol1aton) and Newcastle (Clumber) archives in the Nottingham University 
Manuscripts Department, for example, but others may' be held in record 
offices or private houses outside the count yo Records of t~e Devonshire 
property at Sutton-in-Ashfield are at Chatsworth House, and of Earl 
Cowper's estates around Selston at ~1elbourne Hall, both in Derbyshireo 
Such records also exist for property owned by corporate towns such as 
Nottingham, Newark and Retford,orbycharitable and scholastic bodieso 
In Nottingh~m a good series of rentals exists from co1520to c01900, as 
well as 19th century printed surveys called 'terriers'o Some of these 
bodies owned property outside their immediate area, for example Ret ford 
Corporation held property at Bleasby, the Magnus Charity of Newark property 
at Everton, . and Trinity College, Cambridge property at Thurgarton, 
Hoveringham, Flintham and elsewhereo 

20 Le!.s~s..1. .:!.6th.:.22,th Cent~i.e~ 

These are the formal deeds leasing property to the tenants who are listed 
in the surveys' and rentals of large estateso The leases were usually 
made for a specified term of years, eogo 21 or 99 or for the duration of 
the lives of certain personso The documents usually provide brief 
details of the buildings and land to be let, and often include detailed 
covenants for repairs, etco Occasionally they may :take the form of a 
building lease, under which land was let at a favourable rate providing 
the tenant constructed specified buildings upon ito Because of th~ir 
ephemeral nature leases were often d~stroyed after the term had expired, ~ 
but copies or originals may often be found in large estat~ or corporate 
collections whose location's are mentioned in the section above 0 

In the next issue 

00000 

Sale Particulars, Fire Insurance Policies, Censuses and 
other listso 
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THE RUINED CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

COLSTON BASSErT 

by Graham Beaumont 

~ , 
·P.lnial. ' . ': : . 

. -

er\"'." ..... 
~~ ' L 

- pa'le1' fric. ~ 

Growing concern in the village about 
the future of this building led to a 
meeting being called to discuss 
possible cOU;rses of, actiono -Many 
organisations, including the Trust; 
attended ,a lively, sometimes slightly 
heated debate, abo~t the futureo ·In 
the end it was agreed ·that a steering 
group should be established with a 
view to forming a Trust in whom the 
future ownership of the building 
could be vestedo Our Vice-Chairman, 
Mrso Skirving, was appointed Chairman . 
of the steering group and we look ~~~ 
forward to reporting a hopefully 

... ~\ 
successful outcome in a later issue 
of the newslettero 

RoMo 

Sto Mary's is a building of special architectural and historic 
importance, containing a whole history of mediaeval building, 
from Norman to Perpendicularo The walled-in north arcade has 
three circular Norman columns with large scalloped capitals, 
but with pointed arches aboveo 

The base of the west tower is 4ft 6ins thick -'at window sill 
height and is built of local blue lias limestQneo The nave 
roof was raised in the 15th century to accommodate a clere­
storey and the . out line of the new roof can be' ,seen on the east 
face of the tow~r above the outline of the previous steeply 
pitched 14th century roofo ' "- ' 

The tower is crowned by crocketted corner' f~nials . below which 
are three grotesque stone gargoyles; the grim one on the 
north side clutches two human figures in its ,ciawso Around 
the tower below the gargoyles is a broa~ ~ei ' frieze of 
quatrefoils and shields, and on top of the ,,·frieze , i~a bold 
string course enriched with well carved tab1et ' ~owers and 
strange heads 0 On the corner of the tower just -above the 
south west diagonal buttress the mediae~al ' carver has given 
us a delightful animal head with a broad s~ileo 
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When the Trust went on its walk around 
Sneinton recently, at the kind invitation 
~f the Sneinton Environmental Soci'e.ty, 
the .most interesting building tome was 
Green "s win~inill, Belvoir Hill. only the 
brick tower now remains of this f~m9us 
mill, but what a tower; fOU:rth, highest, in 
,the county and . wi t'h , walls' ,thicker than any 

. of ' t 'he other ' twenty one .mill towers 
remaining in Nottingh~mshire. The giant, 
sixty feet high, tower. at Carlton-on-Trent 
has walls 1~" thick ,bu.i; the groundflooI; ; 
,,,,alls of Green's mill: ~e twice ' that . 
thickness. Int~restingly neither of th~ 
two mills appears ever to have been tarredo 

Windmills .. · 
8Y IBAIIM ·DEftU.,I 

.. ' 

- . i 

ofl*I"" 
i 

Lll, _ fro" 

. i 

. ~'" f.tPJi1I\ Q of·c;'IEtO 

Green's mill was built about 1807 by 'the 
father of George Green, Nottinghamshire's 
most famous physicist and mathemati~iano 

. The Trust first became involved with the 
mill several years ago when Dr. Summers gave 
advice on the structure to 
Professor Challis of the George Green 
Memorial Fund. Now we are at the very 
exciting stage of the launching of a scheme 
,by Nottingham City Counoil and the <?ther 
interested .bodies to restore the windmill 
baok ·. to full working order • 
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"Subscription ,Mi.l1" at North Leverton 
is Nottingh~shire'smost famous mill, 
because ' it ' iUld P~~~am mill in Suffolk 
are the only two windmills in the whole 
of the coUntry that s~ill work 
commercially 0 Thou.gh I hasten to add 
that many windmills now work as tourist 
attractions 0 These include Wrawby ' 
post mill, near Brigg, South Humberside, 
and Dancey Green post mill now restored 
and producing wholemeal flour at 
Avoncroft Museum of butldings, near '. 
Bromsgroveo 

Post mills were . th~ earliest type of windmill. 
They were int'roduc~d into thfs country in 
the 12th century by the Normans. Post mills 
are designed so that the whole 'body of the 
mill can revolve aro~~ .a central post to 
keep the sails ,turned to ,the .windo Whereas 

. in tower '~i , lls, invented· a century later ,the 
tower remainsstati · onary~d ,just .the cap and 

" sails are turned into the wind. No .post 
millssurvi.ve intact in Nottinghamshire, the 
nearest complet~examples .areDale Abbey 
mill in Derbyshire.and Kibw~rth Harcourt in 
Leicestershire o . Bradmore ,had a fi:ne post . 
mill at one time; built by Sir Thomas -
Parkyns about 1700 it wor~ed until 1880 when 
it was badly damaged 'by :fireo 'Today only 
a moUnd of earth remains to show us where the 
mill was o 
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In Defence of the Pot~ · 
By J. A. SEVERN 

When we" were,ch~ld~en, we always drew houses 
with chi~~y.s. ': When~w~ grew up and improved 
our, real.~~lUaes, 'W~,,'took them away'o Now why .. 
don t we p~t.th~~ back and make our real houses 
look like ~oper. 'nouses again 0 " , ' 

"Trendy ch$~e~ ~~ a:gain~n Thus read the 
caption he~qdi~ ,~, ,recant article in the 
Nottingham- .l.velif;ilg 'Post.o "Every home should 
have onet~':, ~i;. we:nton to say and reported that 
the absence':Qf ;8i,;cllimney severely restricts the 
choi~e 0'1' fuel;, :not only for now, but for the 
whole of the li.te.span of' a house 0 It also said 
that our gas and oil supplies will run out long 
before our coal reserves are exhaustedo How 
right they areo 

"Trendy chimneys i~ again" indeed, "every home 
should have one". Every home did have one once. 
In the old days, the hearth and home meant one's 
house. "Long may your chimney smoke" was an 
expression of goodwill. Nowadays we build our 
houses without chimneys and those older houses 

..... .-.--._ .. --

'tJ 

. b 

which had chimneys originally, are carelessly 
shorn of their crowning gloryo the risk of damage by fire, because 

of its more substantial construction. 
\~en houses were built overnight (usually on 
common land) to establish a right of tenure it Chimney'stacks were built of the local 
was required that, whatever else was lackin~ a materials', although brick was the 
roof and a chimney with smoke coming out, sh~uld most satisfactory, more durable to 
be se~nin·the morning 0 , If that, be seen then heat and, weather extremes and more 
let no· 'man pull it ciown~ Wh~ther this '~s law easily workedo Very often a stone 
or custom i t m~tte;r:'s not,. ,if, it happened then- b'.'"ildin~ wi~l have brick stacks, some .., 
the house stayed. ,,', ' WJ.th the ,'Qrl.cks exposed, some with 

, 'these rendered ~o simulate stone. 
Not only do thechimne'ys' play' a very' important' 
part in th~ visual appearance ,of a,'building,' The chimney pot is the 'earthenware or 
but also they give clues as to the original lay- metal pipe·' on top of a chimney stack ' 
out of the property, the way fn'whfch ' it has, or stalk 0 A chimney stalk, a word 
been altered and possibly'the time"'scale of such not often used now in, this context, 
alter~tions. The location of the chimneys in i~ ~hat part of a singl: chimney 
rela~10nto the 'roofscape indicates certain' r1s1ng above the roof-ll.ne and a stack 
aspects of the plan form which are of great help is two or more chimney stalks grouped 
to historians in· det'ermining the identity of, our together,o 
building heritage 0 , " In ,times gone by,' the visual impact 

Pra~ti~al considerat~on ~ad muc~ bearin€; 'on the ~~'status of chimneys were realised 
des1gn and location of the chimneyso For and' ~xploited •. 'Often chimneys. grew 
example, one running through the ridge was the in size for mere show, others were 
least exposed to the weather, had the effect of ,carefully and,beautitu'lly decorated, 
creating maximum warmth internally and was no even'false chimneys were cons~ructed, 
doubt structurally more stable than those at the ~ith.er for balanc~ ~n design or for 
~aves. Placed in t~e centre of the plan form, 1~creased st~tUB, f?r ~o own a house 
1ts heat warmed the l.nterior rather than the w1th many chl.mneys 1ndl.cated the 
outside, as on a gable wall it allowed more wealth of the occupiero To install 
flues to be grouped within ~ne stack and this in a guest in a room without a fireplace 

turn improved stability and possibly ,lessened continued on page 13 
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IN DEFENCE OF THE POT 
continued from page 12 · 

and chimney was considered to be in very 
bad taste·o Charles II took advantage of only spoils the origi nal dp.sign of the 
this to raise money and imposed a chimney individual house, but removes from the 
t~xo Those who could pay, did sOo environment a feature essential to the 
Those who could not, disguised their real balancing of the whole areao The days 
chimneys and removed the fake oneso of the smoke and smog have gone, thank 

goodness, but modern fuels with modern 
Although not every house had or needed appliances, whilst causing none of the 
them, chimney pots have been used from earlier pollution, still require the 
mediaeval timeso Most of those seen humble chimney to disperse their fumeso 
today, however, date back to the nineteenth'r ttl th f t 11 

t G 11 k
o 1 0 ~e pu ou a pea, ere ore, 0 a 

cen uryo enera y spea ~ng, p a~n, bOld ° t th °nk t ° b t 
straight flues needed no pots, but when u~ ~ng owners 0 ~ w~ce a ou 
flues with several bends were installed remov~ng these pots and Ist~c~so There 

are ways and means of reta~n1ng the 
and stalks were grouped together pots t k d b th d t 

o h s ac san. remem er ey may nee 0 serve 
became necessary to ~ncrease the draug to 0 b f h dOth th 

o 0 us aga1n e ore we ave one W1 e 
Stacks on bU1ld1ngs close together and b °ld o 

with differing roof heights were subject U1 1ngo 
to down draughts and very tall pots were 
installed to improve the flue draughts in 
these caseso 

00000 

It is obvious, therefore, that the sky­
lines of many villages and towns which 
reply upon the roofscape of the buildings, 
depend also on chimney stacks and pots to 
balance the effecto To remove these not 

With acknowledgment to Nottinghamshire 
Countryside. 

NOY! OUR OAKS ARE IN PERIL 

COULD OAKS become as decimated as our elms? Probably noto 
ed that Dutch Elm Disease would become so lethal? 

But who predict-

The possibility of Oak Wilt disease entering from North America looms largeo 
Many organisations, including several Tree Council members such as the 
National Farmers' Union and the Timber Growers' Org,mrlBation, have called for 
a total ban on all imports of oak from North Americao Meanwhile, 
regulations now in force require oak wood from North America to be debarked 
and fumigatedo 
But the stark factn o.f life are that neither ban nor 
regulation can eradicate this threat. A total ·ban Beems 
categorical on paper, but how many Customs and Excise Officers are timber 
experts? Imported North American oak can be incorrectly labelled or re­
directed from some other European country: indeed, infected oak could travel 
in a ship's dunnageo 

In addition to their work in North America on the pathology of the disease, 
the Forestry Commission have surveyed oak imports and conditions at the ports 
of entryo We understand that they are seeking an increase in their 
monitoring staff at portso All members of The Tree Council support this 
request 0 There is an urgent need for the monitoring force to be strengthen­
ed, to enable efficient and effective scrutiny to be undertakeno If Oak 
Wilt did somehow manage to enter the country, we would all be asking our­
selves what we should have doneooobut did noto 

The good scientific work of the Forestry Commission is to be applauded: let 
us hope they are given all the support they needo 

: ···,With acknowledgment to The Tree Council, 35 Belgrave Square, SW1X 8QN 0 
, " .,. 
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VOL U N TEE R 5 for oak beam, _­

brick and- tile cleaning always 

required - please contact 

Graham Be~um~~t on Nottingham- 866555 

Ext. 3890 . 
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SIR NIKOLAUS PEVSNER: 2nd EDITION 
Revised by Elizabeth Williamson 

DECORATING AND PROTECTION 
OF MASO~Y . 

Produced by Blue Circle 

This classic work, fully reported upon by 
Dro Summers in the March 1979 issue of 
the Trust's newsletter, is now available. 
It is full of detail and incisive comment, 
contains a useful glossary and index, and 
is magnificently illustrated. 

This is a 16-page colour booklet 
describing how deteriorated -
surfaces can be restored.to 'as 
new' condition 0 The problem 
areas are all photographically . 
illustrated 0 

Obtainable from Sandtex stockists. 
Penguin Books, priced £709~o 

THE LITTLE GREEN BOOK 
Produced by VOLE for Green Alliance 

\~o first coined.the term ecology? _ 
Which EUropean coUntries prohibit non­
returnable soft-drink bottles? 
How do you make a compost heap? When 
did the lion become extinct in Europe? 
Who made a plea for gas lamps? The 
pocket-sized LrrTLE GREEN BOOK - and 
owner's manual to the planet - informs 
and entertains as it briskly discusses 
the environmental ills threatening the 
pl~et and your locality and suggests 
what can be done about themo It tells 
how to save derelict land and conserve 

historic buildings and, talks of local 
amenity societies as 'forces.to be 
reckoned with'o Very good for introduci~ 
the uninitiated into the conservation --
world - very informative for those already 
in ito Recommended for aale at amenity 
society stands with ' their dwn propagandao' ~ 

Cover price 95p single copies available 
from VOLE, 20 Fitzroy Square, London, ~ W1 0 

Special of~er to environmental bodies: 
£15.18 per lot of 24; £13 .• 68 per lot for 
4- or more lots of 24 - available from 
The Green Allian~e, 5th Floor, 16 Strutton 
Ground, London, SW10 
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