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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE HERITAGE 

SKEGBY Manor House is no ta we ll -known 

monument. Tucked away Just off the main 

road th rough Skegby village nea r S utton-in­

Ashlield, it had fallen into serious disrepair. 

C rumb ling masonry surrounded by 

o vergrown waste lan d and with a stagnant 

pool in front, it was not a p retty sight. 

But in 1982 M rs Fell , t he owner of t he si te, 

a pp lied for planning permission to bui ld a 

bunga low adjacent to the ru inous 

mon ument. Permission wa s granted on the 

understa nding that she a ll owed a full ' 

archaeological excavation of the site . Thi s 

was carried o ut by C hris Drage fo r the T ren t 

Valley Archaeo logical Research Comm ittee 

(now the Trent and Peak Arch aeologica l 

Trust) . 

T he standing build ings were thoroughly 

recorded and excava t ion revealed more 

de ta ils and the report is to be publi shed soo n. 

C ontrary to loca l opi n ion th is was never a 

monas t ic si te, documen tary evidence showed 

that a house had been bui lt he re by God frey 

Spigurnal who was an officer of K ing John's 

C ourt. A llegiance to K ing John was 

dangerou s and during the war between the 

king and his ba rons, Godfrey's mano r house 
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T HE MANOR 
REBORN 

By DR JOH N SAMUELS 

Above left: Skegby Manor during the excavation in 1982. 

Above: Skegby M anor today . 

was burnt down. H e probably re-buil t his 

home in sto ne around 1223 after he beca me 

Lord of the Manor of Skegby. T his is the 

stone build ing facing t he road and the o ther 

buildi ng gable-end on was probably bu ilt a 

century later by Richa rd de Pensa k. 

M rs Fell built her bungalow but a lso 

turned the a rea ro und the mon ume nt in to an 

attractive setting. La wns, shrubs and Oowers 

surround the now stabilised ruins and the 

once stagnant stretch of water is now an 

a tt rac ti ve poo l. 

A pleasi ng outcome: archaeologis ts have 

had the chance to tho roughly exam ine one 

of Nottinghamshire 's more impo rtant 

monuments, M rs Fell has bu il t her 

bungalow and has turned the site into an 

att ractive kat ure of th e vill age. 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BUILDING PRESERVATION TRUST 

STANDING THE TEST OF TIME 
ONE tes t of the resto ration of a listed 

building is that the passer-by should 

scarcely notice that it has happened, 

because the building is quite una lte red. 

T hat is true of this building, which stands 

at the High Road end of Sa lthouse Lane, 

Beeston. 

Dagfa House is listed (G rade 11) , a nd 

was built in the Geo rgian G othic style 

either in 1792 or a few yea r la ter; the 

builder was Josiah Salt house wh o gave his 

name to the lane. It is a cottage ornee and is 

unaltered externally, wit h its Go thic 

windows, and there have been only minor 

alte ra tions ins ide . T here is a good sta ircase. 

The verandah, visible from the High Road 

has recently been to tally rebuilt to the 

o riginal design. 

TRIBUTE TO 
TRUST'S FIRST 

CHAIRMAN 
W E reported briefly in the previous 

edition the death of Ernest Leste r, a 

former chairman of the Building T rust, 

whose memorial service was held o n 

Sa turday September 16 at St Paul's 

Church, Daybrook. 

Counci llor A. E . Lester JP, was the first 

chairman of the Trust when it was 

founded in 1967; an auspicious year when 

Dunca n Sandys introduced the Civic 

Amenities Act and the very first 

co nserva tion area 1I1 England was 

de sig nated at Stamford. 

The Notts Trust was only the tenth 

such T rust to be founded in the country . 

For nine years Ernest Lester chaired the 

Trust with vigour and humour until. ~n 

For nine years Ernest Lester chaired the 

Trust with vigour and humour until. in 

Ja nuary 1976, he tendered his resignation 

on the grounds of ill-health. 

Ma ny members will recal.1 his brisk 

style of conducting Trust meetings: if you 

did not ma ke your point in about two 

minutes fl a t you found you were too late, 

he was on to the next item. Well 

remembered too in his early da ys as 

chairma n is the way he quickly grasped 

what was a new subject to him , the 

vernacul a r a rchitecture of the county, 

and an extract from his article 

" Vernacula r Buildings" written for the 

Nottinghamshire Countryside will be 

reproduced as a tribute in a future 

edition. 

Graham Beaumont 

DAGFA HOUSE 
SCHOOL IN 
BEESTON IS 

RESTORED TO ITS 
ORIGINAL DESIGN 

IBy MAUR ICE BARLEyl 

The building has recently been 

purchased from the U niversity by Dagfa 

House School, which occupies it. Broxtowe 

District Council made a grant of £3 ,000 

towards the restora tion and the County 

Council another of £ 1,000; together the 

grants made up about a qua rter of the cost 

to the School. T he verandah roof had been 

cove red with corrugated asbestos, now 

replaced by hard board and sheet lead . 

The archi tect, A llan Joyce, decided tha t 

the roo f had al ways been st ra ight a nd not 

concave, as were some verandahs of la te 

Georgia n and Regency da te. O ne difficul ty 

a nd source of expense was to find tapered 

posts for the main supports, which had 

been shaped to imitate cast iro n - a 

curious reversa l of what one might expect. 

T he work was set in ha nd before English 

Heritage iss ued its circular of6 March 1989 

about gra nts available from that source for 

buildings at risk. The proprietors of the 

School are to be congratulated on their 

enlightened ac ti on. 

In memory of founder member Harry Johnson 

AWARD FOR WATERMILL BARN 

T H E winners of the firs t Harry Johnson 

Awa rd are Dr a nd Mrs J . L. Ha rt for the 

restoration of Waterm ill Ba rn at Linby. 

Ha rry Johnso n. who died in 1988 , was a 

well-known architect and a fo under member 

of the Trust, and the a nnual awa rd , which 

was named in his memo ry is ma de to the 

owner of the best new b ui ld ing, o r the best 

restoration of a b uilding. with in a village 

sett ing. 

The barn , a mid- 18th centur. bui lding 

with la ter addit ions and alterat ions. 

including a waterwheel which was added in 

1850, was bought by the present owners in 

1985 after it had been empty for a numbe r of 

years. The building had a corruga ted 

asbeSlos.. cem~ll.l cooL anq. > .y'l ~ l!en.er.aJJ j.n_3 

years. The buildin g had a corrugated 

~sbestos cement roof and was genera lly in a 

run-down condition and with the 

waterwheel collapsed in its pit. 

The owners carried out extensive resea rch 

and obtained advice from informed so urces 

before carrying out the work which incl uded 

retaining all the existing window vpenings 

and ventilation slots. The building was re­

roo fed, using clay pantiles, the front ya rd 

was la id out in reclaimed brick and stone, 

and the later single storey brick fa rm 

buildings were restored. 

The judges, representing the Trust and the 

Council for the Protection of Rural England, 

were impressed by the total concept of the 

scheme , by the thought and commitment 

that had gone into it and especially the 

finished res ult. 
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• Councillor J. H. Andrews, Deputy Mayor 

o/Gedling Borough Council presents the jir.H 
Harry Johnson A ward to Dr and Mrs J. L. 
Hart at their restored Watermill Bam in 

Linby. - Photograph: Ann Hoskins. 

Talk on historic 

buildings at risk 

HISTORIC buildings a t risk was the subject 

of a recent talk organised by the Trust at the 

Cathedral Hall in Derby Road , Nottingham. 

The speaker was Dr Ro bin Thornes, head of 

the threatened building section in the York 

office of the Roya l Commissio n on the 

Historical Monuments for England . 
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FOREST LODGE 
40 YEARS ON 

Former police station is 

restored to former glory 

THE Lodge on the Forest is a well know n 

landmark in N ottingham and remem bering 

it as a schoolboy many years ago, its 

dignified yet m ys terious outline caused so 

much speculation as to its former use. Was it 

a pol ice sta tion , did it ha ve cells, co uld one be 

locked up in there? 

We never did then fi nd out. For all 

attempts to scale its ra il ings a nd ge t into its 

lo wer courtyard were thwa rted by irate pa rk 

keepers who were not convinced a bo ut o ur 

well intentioned hi sto rica l research . F o rt~ 

yea rs later we finally answered those 

questions. 

By JOHN SEVERN 

In recent years - before its renova tion in 

1984 - the build ing looked very d iffe ren t 

fro m when we fi rst encountered it as 

yo ungsters. Go ne were the ra ili ngs and most 

of its windows. T he facades had peeled a s if 

sunburnt and the whole st ructure looked a 

most messy slght, covered in graffitti and 

damp stained pa tches. 

Its use was then as a du mp for unwanted 

bits and pieces and a sto re for the park 

keeper who maintained the Forest 

Recrea tion G round. 

It was just the type of budding that the 

Tr ust could tackle a nd a building of 

sufficient character to warrant such 

at tention. Furthermore it was listed and it 

was in disrepair . 

The details orits acquisit ion .. its repair and 

the methods used are the subject of a future 

a rticle. M eanwhile here are the answers to 

some of the questions we posed forty years 

ago when we first did battle with the buildi ng 

some tJi 'rne: 'q · t1e ~ nor,. s we' po,ea TOn,! ye'an 
ago when we first did battle wi th the building 

- a nd its inhabitants - on our way to and 

from school. 
I 

The building wa s - and now is again - a 

keeper's cottage or lodge. It's architect, 

Henry M oses Wood, wa s at the time of its 

construction in 1856/57, the Borough 

Surveyor to the Nottingham Corporation. 

D uring its life however it has played many 

roles and recent repairs ha ve confirmed ollr 

boyish thoughts that it was a 'cop shop.' 

"Salmons" map of 1861 surrounds its plan 

on the Recreation Grollnd with the cryptic 

words East Lod ge (Police). 

When we carefully removed the la st 

hundred years of paint from the pediment 

facing M ansfie ld Road , there were revealed 

in dignified co rpo ration lettering the word s 

Police Station. 

• Forest Lodge before and after its 

restoration as a park superintendent's home 

by the Trust. - Main picture by counes), of 

the Nottingham Eveninl[ Post. 

" Little d id I realise that forty years later I 

would be back repairing the building and 

finding out about its former use." 

Forest Lodge will always ha ve many 

memo ries for me. For little did [ rea lise in 

1944 when bolting from a fork-waving park 

keeper that forty years later I would be back 

repairing the building and finding out abo ut 

its former use. 

(i) 
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Respected Career 

of architect 

Henry Moses Wood 

HENR Y M OSES WO O D , the architect 

of F ores t Lodge, who was She riff of 

N ottingham in 1836, commenced his 

career in the offices ofEdward Stavely the 

Corporation surveyo r where he remained 

for several years. By the 1820s he had 

become a land surveyor and architect and 

in 1837, on the death of Edwa rd Sta ve ly , 

accepted the part-time appointment of 

borough surveyor at a remunera tion of 

accepted the part-lime appoll1tment ot 

borough surveyor at a remuneration of 

£ 100 per a nnum. 

Moses Wood 's work as an a rchitect in 

N ottingham included work on the Judges 

Lodgings on High Pa vement (now the 

Records Office) and Ca rringt on Hospital 

(the Collins Almshouses on Carrington 

Street which were demolished 20 or so 

years ago). He also worked on the layout 

of the Arboretum. 

In 1859 Mr. M. O . T arbotton was 

appointed as permanent surveyo r to the 

city but because of his valued services to 

the city Moses Wood wa s a lso reta ined as 

a co nsulting surveyor. He died in 1867 in 

hi s 80th yea r, a highly respected and well 

thought of gentleman . 

JOHN SEVERN 



THE T ODA Y when so many bargain 

books are available, it is not always 

easy to selec t the best quality . Let us do 

it for you. We have made an 

ar rangement with a national supplier to 

offer our readers a selection of the bes t 

ba rga in books - W HILE STOCK S 

LAST. 

EadyTudolr 
Country HDuse 

IHEENGLlSH 
COUNTRY ESTATE 

OUR VANISHING HERITAGE by Marcus 

Bin ney (89001). SA V E £9. Publi shed price 
£ 12.95. Our P rice £3.95. Book size 9f' x 7", 
256 pages. A persona l account o f 10 years' 
s truggle to sa ve o u r bu ild ing heritage. 

2 GEORG IA GARDENS by David Stuart . 
SA VE £5. Publi shed price £ I 0.50 . O ur Price 
£5.00. Book size 9" x 6", 256 pages. Town 
a nd country gardens from 1730 to 1830. 

Architecture and Politic, 1490-1550 

3 JOURNEY T HROUGH ENG LAN D by 
Ro bert Nei lla nd. SAV E £3. Published price 
£6.99. Our Price £3.99. Book si ze 11" x 8" , 
116 pages. An exp lorat io n o f E ngland's rich 
heritage. 

4 BRITISH MAM MALS by L. Harrison 
Ma tthews (89005). SAVE £8. Published price 
£12.95 . Our Price £4.95. Book size 8" x Sf', 
410 pages. A reprint of the famou s New 
Natura list series. 

5 BRITISH BIRDS OF PREY by Les lic 
Brown . SAVE £8. Published price £ 12.95 . 
Our Price £4.95. Book size 8" x 5f ' , 400 
pages. Reprint of another classic N ew 
Naturali st. 

6 BRITISH PLANT LI FE by W. B. T urrill. 
SAVE £8 . Published p rice £ 12.95. Our Price 
£4.95. Book size 8" x 5", 315 pages. Reprint 
of another N ew Na tura li st classic. 

Heritage 

Bookshelf 

• Left to right : 
13 £6.95 
14 £6.95 
18 £6.99 

7 WOODLAN D WALKS by Gera ld 

Wilkinson. SAV E £3. Published price £ 5.95. 
O ur P rice £2.95. Book size 9" x 6t ". 128 
pages. Over I 00 walks thro ugh wood lands. 

8 FOSSILS by H. H. Swinnenon . SAVE £8. 
Published price £ 12.95 . Our Price £4.95. 

Book size 8" x 5". 274 pages. A nother New 
Na tura li st classic written by the for me r 
Professor of Geology at the U niversity of 
Nottingham. 

9 THE VICTORIAN GARDEN by Tom 

Carter (89004). SAVE £8. Published price 
£14.95. Our Price £6.95. Book size lOt" x 

71", 192 pages. The inventiveness and charm 
of the Victorian garden . 

10 WILDEST BRITAIN by Roland Smith. 

SAV E £4. Published price £8.95. Our Price 
£4.95. Book size 9t" x 7" , 224 pages. A 
visitor's guide to the Na tional Park s. 

11 A COUNTRY HOUSE COMPANION by 
M ark Girouard (89003) . SA VE £8 . Published 
price £ 14.95. Our Price £6.95. Book size 10" 
x 7f' . 256 pages . What was life lik e in the 

sta tely homes of England 0 

12 BRIT AI 1 REVISITED by A nthony Bunon 
(89002). SAVE £6. Publ ished price £10.95. 

O ur Price £4.95. Book size 91" x 7", 192 
pages. O ne man' s journeys in the steps of 

earlie r tra vellers . 

I3 THE EA RLY TUDOR COUNTR Y HOUSE 
by Maurice Howard . SAVE £ 11. Published 
price £ 17.95. Our Price £6.95. Boo k size 8" x 

1 I ". 232 pages. A study of architecture and 

politics in a fascinating period. 

14 THE E NG LISH COUNTRY ESTATE by 
Joh n M a rtin Rob inson. SAVE [10. 

P ublis hed price £ 16.9 5. Our Price £6.95. 
Boo k size 7" x 9", 216 pages. Landed estates 
fro m the M iddle Ages to now. 

15 SHELL GUIDE TO BRITISH 
ARCHAEOLOGY by Jacquetta H awkes. 
SAVE £8 . Published price £14.95. Our Price 
£6.95. Book size 6" x 9" , 320 pages. An 
a utho ri tative a nd indispensa ble guidebook. 

16 MEDIEVA L WARFAR E by Timothy 
N ewark. SAVE £6. Pub lished price £ 10 .95. 
Our Price £4.95. Book size 7" x 9". 190 
pages. From knigh ts on horsebac k to a rtillery 

with reconstruction o f famous bat tles. 
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sta tely homes of Engla nd? with reconstruction of famous battles. 
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BOOK ORDER FORM 
Please supply me with the following books: 

Title 

Plus postage at £1 per book 

(Please make cheques payable to 

the Cromwell Press) 

Name 

Address 

Total 

Price 

.. .... .. ......... ..... Pos tal Code . 

NH3 

Please return to: The Cromwe ll Press . 6 Old Nonh Ro ad. Cromwell. Newa rk. NOlls. NG23 6J E. 

Telephone 0636 82 1727. 

CRAFTS AND 

COOKERY 

17 THE ENGLISHWOMAN'S KITCHE N by 

Tasm in Da y-Lewis. SAVE £6. Publ is hed 
price.£12.95. Our Price £5.99. Boo k size 8" x 

11 ", 150 pages . Appctising recipes from the 
kitchens of wcll-known professio nal and 
amateur chefs. 

18 COUNTRY HOlSE NEEDLEPOINT by 
Frances Kenne tt and Belinda Scarlett. SA VE 
£7. Publishcd price £ 14 .95 . Our Price £6.99. 
Book size 8" x 11" , 128 pages. Fine examples 

of our needlepoint heritage . Beautifully 
illustrated with co lour photographs and 
charts. 

J9 ENGLISH WITH A DIFFERENCE by 

Stephen Wheeler. SAVE £8. Published price 
£ 15.00 . Our Price £6.99. Book size 9" x 9" , 
220 pages. A fresh approach to Engli sh 
cookery throughout the yea r. 

20 C REATIVE KNITTING by Kao ri 
n ' ron90r '~y l=' rh. r,uhlished orice £ 12 .95 . 
ti_Hy",, ~r IHIXltle,lt0tIt'l 11,,;. )'\:0' 

20 C REATIVE KNITTING by Kaori 
O·Connor. SAV E £6 . Published price £ 12 .95 . 
Our Price £5.99. Book size 8" x ii". 190 
pages . Origina l designs with graphs by the 
a utho r of C reati vc Drcssing. 

21 TRADITIONAL SAMPLERS by Regina 
Forste r. SA VE £3 . Publi shed price £ 5.99 . Our 
Price £2.99. Book size 7" x 9" . 96 pages. 
Beautiful sa mplers for you to make at home. 

22 E GLISH COUNTR YSIDE 
EVIBROIDERY by Sta ffo rd Whitea ker. 
SA VE £7 . Published price £14 .95. Our Price 
£6.99. Boo k size 8" x 1 I" , 128 pages . 
C harmingly illustrated treas ury of original 
needle po inl designs. 

23 COUNTRY KITCHEN by Jocasla lnnes. 
SA VE £3. Publi shed price £6.95. Our Price 
£2.99. Boo k size 7" x 10", 248 pages. A 

wholeso me introduction to traditiona l 
country kitchen skills . With 250 recipes. 

24 T HE N EAL'S YARD BAK ERY 
W HOLEFOOD COOKBO OK by Rachel 
Ha igh . SA VE £3 . Published price £7.95 . Our 
Price £3.99. Book size 8" x 11 ". A- Z o f over 

350 wholefoods wi th over 200 nutritious 
vegeta ri an recipe,. 

T o order a ny ofthcse books fill in the form left a nd 

return it with your cheque (made payable to 
C romwell Press) addin g £ 1.00 per book for 
postage to : The C rom well Press, 6 Old North 

o v N w 0 s. 1 J " 
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NEWARK 
CASTLE 
SURVEY 

TH E proposa l to carry o ut an 

archaeologica l exa minati o n of Newark 

Castle is tak ing shape nicely. A steering 
committee has been se tup in cluding local 

businessmen, histor ians, archaeologi sts 

and rep rese ntatives of the local 

a uth ori ties. T he owners of the site, 
Newa rk a nd Sherwood District Counci l 

are enthusias tic, a nd charitable sta tus has 

been applied for from the C harity 

C ommissio ners. 
It is ho ped that the p rojec t will begin 

this spring with a geo physica l survey 

within the castle grou nds. T hi s sho uld 

indicate the nature of buried re ma ins a nd 

sugges t the most use ful areas to excava te. 
So me fin anci a l assistance has a lready 

been provided by a local charity a nd 

although it is a nticipated tha t the local 

authorities wi ll also co ntribute, the bulk 

of the necessary money wi ll be rai sed 

thro ugh pri vate sponsorshi p. 
Limited a rc haeo logica l excava ti o ns 

w ill begin in the s u n~ 11 er of 1991 and 

carry on for four seasons. Bu t a n 
im porta nt feat ure o f the project will be to 

invol ve the genera l public. Exhibiti ons, 

site tours a nd lectu res wil l be an integral 

part of the projec t and we even hope to 
em pl oy a par t-time teacher who will 

prepa re materia l for schools and visit 

them. 
A n a mbiti ous project perhaps but it 

will be of nat io nal importance . A ny new 
info rma ti on on the castle, abo ut wh ich 

little is known, will be of interes t. But of 

grea te r importa nce will be making the 
na tional m o nument ava ila ble to the 

pUblic. 

THE URBAN WILD 
W HAT exac tl y is our wildlife heritage? 

Ma ny peopl e would a nswer thi s ques ti on. I 

suppose, in term s of the pleas ing images of 

ro lling green co untryside , we ll wooded, no 

d o ubt , and blessed with ample st rea ms , 

ponds and hedges to give sa nctuary to our 

native birds, mammal s. pl a nt s and 

inve rtebrates. In thi s idyllic la ndsca pe, man 

- so often depicted as the philis ti ne a nd 

destroye r - must t read care full y a nd wi th 

humility so a s to avoid a ny fur ther da mage. 

Sma ll villages o nly a re to lera ted. 

However, the re is another wildli fe heritage 

which plunges us straight back in to the 

eve ryday world of urba n Nottingha m. 

M ansfield, Newa rk a nd a ll of the ot her 

towns o f o ur co unty. This heritage is a · 

heritage of the "city lickers" o f the na tural 

wo rld - those plants and crea tures which. 

lo ng ago , foll owed ma n into town and have 

adapted very wel l to the new circumsta nces. 

T his is a far cry perhaps from the rura l idyll. 

but shou ld ne ve r be overlooked bv those 

wishing to conserve and protec t wildlife. 

T hink o f the creatures th at wil l turn up in 

the m ost modest urban garde n if they are 

made to feel welcome a nd secu re -

black birds. rob ins. thrushes. \Hens. b lue tit s. 

finches, a nd the dear o ld house sparrow and 

sta rli ng. On a larger scale. the glo r ious 

kes t rel is a familiar sight in towns, hovering 

effort lessly above the tra ffic and the sp raw l. 

If the right tlowers are gro wn. buttertlies will 

swarm to feed off them in sprin g a nd 

sum mer. At nigh t. you may see a hedgehog 

ti ptoeing abou t after it s food and ma ny 

urba n parks and ga rdens wil l ha ve bats of a 

num ber of differe nt species feeding overhead 

in the d usk. Even the red fox can now be see n 

in urban and su burba n areas, a nd seem well 

a hle to fend for themselves in those "mea n 

streets" . Besides a ni ma ls, a wide variet y of 

• /II"stratioll by Kell MeHom Fom "'" ,Ire 

Seasoll of the Year " ",riflell by Richard 

Marq"iss. P"blished at £3.50 by the Cromwell 

Press. 

COUNTRY NOTES by 

Richard Marquiss 
OF THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST 

beau tiful a nd fasc inating pla nt s th rive in 

areas of gro und that are so often dismissed as 

" wasteland " . 

There is a clear ana logy to be drawn here 

between nat ure conserva tio n and the 

conservation of the built e nvi ro nment. No 

one ha s to ru sh to the a rchitectural ho ney 

pots of C hatswor th and Hard wick Ha ll 

(howeve r sp lend id they are) to see buildings 

wit h cha rm , style, invent iveness and 

historica l importa nce. They can be seen in 

a lm ost a ny town - i( l\'e /wl'e (he eyes and (he 

illlagill(( (ioll 10 see (hem. Lik ewise, we do n't 

have to bury o ursel ves in the deepest 

co untryside to see wildlife. It is o n our 

doo rsteps alm ost everywhere, from inner 

city st ree t to suburban avenue. So, the 

message is clea r: love and look after wildlife 

where you Jive - it' s a ll part of o ur 

" heri tage". 

For flll·thel· illformatioll abollt "rball 

wildlife alld its cOllsen'atioll, please COli tact 

Johll Ellis, Nottillghamshire Wildlife TrIIst, 

3/0 SlIeilltoll Dale, Nottillgham. Tel. 
Nottillgham 588242. 

Nottinghamshire's present is its past 
1. ~ UL L lllh ll a.III~lll l ~ ~ pi ~~~IIL .113 IL~ pa.~L 

WHEN tell people that am an 

arch aeologi st a co mmo n reply IS " but are 

th ere ma ny archaeologica l sites In 

Nott inghamshi re?" T he answer is, yes -

lots . C urren tly, the Co unty Sites a nd 

Mo numents Reco rd contains some 6,000 

record s of known sites of archaeol ogica l a nd 

historic interest. These range from the finds 

o f prehis to ric stone tools over 10,000 yea rs 

o ld, through farms and fields of Roman or 

prehistoric date, medieva l castles a nd 

villages, up to ind ustria l buildi ngs o f the 

19th and 20th Cen tury. Take n overa ll. 

a rchaeo logica l a nd hi storic sites occ u r 

widely and thic kly th roughout 

Notti ngham sh ire . Indeed , no o ne in the 

Co unty lives mo re tha n a mile from such a 

fea tu re of o ur heri tage. 

Remains do no t have to be buried to 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

MATTERS by 
MIKE BISHOP 

interes t the archaeologist. Many a re o f 

coursc , a nd are d isco ve red only th rough 

differentia l crop growth (cro pmarks) 

reco rded fro m the ai r, by mineral extrac tion 

o r development work, o r by o bjects turned 

up by the plou gh. O ften, these ca n be st ud ied 

in de tail only throug h scient ific excavatio n, 

which is popularl y th ough t to be all that 

archa eo logy is about. Bu t sites can be 

studi ed wit hou t diggi ng. Ca re ful ana lysis of 

plans and p rofi les tells us much a bo ut the 

c ropma rks of p re h isto ric a nd Ro man fa rms 

found in the Tren t Va lley a nd no rth and west 

~ 
CROMWELL PRESS 

No tt inghamshire, and abo ut eart hworks, 

s uch as Laxton o r Botha msa ll castles o r the 

dese rted med ieva l vi llages at La ngford or 

Bingham. Architectura l study can decode 

the h istories written in the wa ll s o f rui ns li ke 

Newark C ast le, a nd of churches, stone a nd 

ti mber fra med manor-ho uses a nd cou ntry 

cott ages, or even indust r ia l mills. 

Modern a rchaeo logy. howeve r, goes 

furthe r tha n the individua l site. We deal now 

in whole landscapes. We study farms, field 

systems, roads, trackways, villages, 

bo und aries, woodlands a nd hedges, of all 

dates - in fact all physica l rema ins of man 's 

earl ier act ivi ties. W hatever the means o f 

in vest igat io n and whatever the type of site, 

the prod uct is information. T his is the ra w 

m ateria l of archaeo logy . F rom it , we a ttempt 

to understand what happened in the pas t. 
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Arts & 
Crafts 

I By DAPHNE OXLANDJ 

HERITAGE QUILTS 
COLLECTING quilts need no t cost a 

fortune if you d iscover family heirlooms in 

unexpected places such as the ga rden shed , 

We have twice been lucky in our family when 

clearing out houses simply because we have 

kn own what to recogn ise. 

T he fi rst discovery was a dustsheet, found 

in the shed of a bungalow in Wollaton Pa rk 

which turned out, on closer inspection, to be 

a paint-stained but nea r pe rfect ea rl y 20 th 

century hexagon a nd diamond quilt. 

T he second, and more drama tic di scovery, 

was a whitework quilt featuring t radi tiona l 

quilting motifs, all beau tifull y ha nd stitched , 

which I found at the bottom of a wa rdrobe 

when my late grandmother was moving from 

her home in To rquay up to N ottingha m. I 

had been vis iting the house fo r over 20 years 

a nd had no idea that this fi ne piece of work 

was concealed beneat h a pile o f o ld blankets 

a nd curtains. I saved that quilt in the nick of 

time o n my las t vis it to the ho use before the 

la rger pieces of furniture, includin g that 

wa rdrobe, went to the sa leroo m . 

Buying quilts from shops is a more 

expensive business, but there are still 

ba rgains to be found especia ll y if a dealer has 

acqui red a quilt o r two as part of a job lot of 

fu rniture. Prices range from £100 to £300 

depending on the age and co nditi o n of the 

quilt, bu t you can onl y expect to receive half 

that amount if yo u a re o n the selling end. 
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ORIGINALS PROGRAMM E OF TALKS, 

WORKSHOPS AND 

DEMONSTRATION S 
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For a free 
broch ure and 

booking form 
w rite to : 

JOURNALIST DAP HNE OXLA ND wants to share 

the exciti ng world of journali sm with members of 
JO UR NALI ST DAt-' HNI: OXLA NU wants to share 

the exciting world o f journalism with members of 

your group, 

So she has prepared a fascinating series of tal ks 

and workshops on food, fas hion and travel, 

Subjects range from creative kn itting to fashion 

writing and the regions of France. 

OXLAND ORIGINALS OF OXTON • Creative knitwear 

QUINCE COTTAGE • Traditional 

MAIN STREET patchwork 

OXTON • Contemporary 

NOTTINGHAM NG25 OSA patchw ork 

TEL: 0602653603 • Quilting 

A TRIP AROUND 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
WHAT'S in a name? Everythi ng if you happen 

to be a quilter. F or qUilt names provide a 

marvellous insight into the lifesty les of the 

people who stitched weeks, mont hs. even years 

o f their li ves, into their needlework, Ma ny 

quilt s we re the stuff of dreams; d rea ms st itched 

o ut of ma keshift ma teria ls in a harsh 

environment which was far remo ved from the 

lei sure crat't which most patchwork and 

qui lt ing has become today. 

I ca ll this quilt Trip A round No tt ingha m­

shire because that was where it was made, and 

that ' , where I hope it will stay. It was machine 

sti tched in quite a short time. but hand quilting 

round every sq uare is qui te another sto ry' 

• Is there a sto ry behind yo ur quilt? If so 

wri te, enclosi ng a photograph, to Daphne 

Oxland a t Nott inghamshire H eritage, T he 

Cromwell Press, 6 Old Nort h Road. CromweJl, 

Newark, No tts NG23 6J E. 

• Regions of France 

• French regional 

cookery 

• Fashion on a budget 

• Women in the News 

• Fash ion w riting 
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