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AN 'ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIENCE'? 

./RITE TO YOUR M.P. 

Alarm that many people may not yet be al'lare of the proposal 
by the En~ironment Secretary to relax planning controls over 
minor developments for houses and industrial buildings is 
expressed by the National Association of Local Councils. 

The NALC, representing the parish, town and community councils 
in England and Wales, which has already urged widespread 
opposition to the proposal likely to be placed before the House 
of Commons as an Order shortly, is nO\,1 calling on everyone 
with an 'environmental conscience' to write to Members of 
Parliament in protest. 

The Association fears that the changes in ordinary streete in 
tOloffiS and villages could be substantial as house-owners would 
be able to add hlo living rooms, either side by side or on top 
of each other, and there would be no planning control over 
design or choice of materials. 

In addition, the relaxation in control "lOuld apply to 
industrial buildings, of particular concern where there are 
mixed residential and industrial districts. The NALC foresees 
the ruination of many streets which are not covered by safe­
guards such as conservation orders. 

The Chairman of the NALC, Mr. Dillwyn Miles, says: 

'It is extraordinary that a government should wish to make 
such changes "Thich earlier ParLiaments have consistently 
rejected and which can only lead to the environment being 
marred by buildings over which no-one has any planning 
control' • 
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· FARM BUILDING SURVEY 

by Phil Ibbotson 

On March 7th, 1980 the Survey officially and other door and window furniture was 
came to an end as a full-time venture. declining. The carpenter was no longer 
RegrAttableas this is the old cliche might using the traditional joints and the 
be adapted to suit the case - 'The Survey wooden pegs; these had been replaced by 
is dead Long Live the Survey'. Interest; nuts bolts and nails to a greater extent. 
informa~ion and enquiries are still evident·Ther~ was still some re-use of materials 

So far as we have been concerned, it has 
been a most interesting and enjoyable 
experience which has provided the 
opportunity to see and record many 
interesting buildings along >Ii th a chance 
to meet and talk to plenty of knowledgable 
people. Though our brief did not include 
houses, we did come across some very 

interesting examples. 

The range in the age of buildings has been 
somewhat limited being largely from the 
mid-18th Century to the end of the 19th 
Century, apart from barns which have 
ranged largely between the 17th and 
beginning of the 19th Centuries. In the 
North of the County we have been finding 
a large number of dovecotes which have the 
same age range as the barns. The 19th 
Century innovations in farming practice 
have been very evident through the large 
amount of alteration and rebuilding as 
well as the entirely new ranges of 
buildings. One important feature that 
becomes apparent in the 19th Century 
buildings is the move away from the 
traditional barn to the granary with barn 
machinery and the lack of the threshing 
floor and large double doors. Another 

but the growth of prosperity during the 
19th Century appears to have led to a 
growing use of new materials, particu~arly 
moulded bricks, Staffordshire Blue br1cks 
and slate tiles. Symmetry becomes more 
important in the style of building, the 
use of stone blocks to take door hinges 
and catches, Flemish brick bonding and 
varients of it, standard size for bricks, 
the disappearance of the string line and 
the more elaborate eave patterns are all 
features of the 19th Century buildings. 
An irregular roof-line due to haphazard 
additions becomes less frequent. The 
general impression is that there must have 
been the most glorious replacement . 
programme and that a great number of the 
ancient structures must have been swept 
away. One comment that was made on 
numerous occasions was 

'loihen you think that on the Continent 
there have been a great many wars and 
that England has not been invaded for 
almost a thousand years, it is 
staggering that there is such a small 
amount of ancient vernacular material 
or buildings in existence.' 

So be it! \fuat, then, have we seen? 

notable feature is that there is a The earliest building was the 16th 
planned arrangement of buildings with those Century shop at COllingham and probably 
buildings related to one activity being the latest was Scarthing Moor Water Mill 
sited together; furthermore there is the dated 1894. The former has later 
use of materials which come from additions and alterations: the latter 
suppliers other than local people. The is on the site of a mill that is 
variety of specialist buildings becomes documented during the 1790's. Village 
more obvious: whereas in earlier times Industries have been very well represented 
the dairy was part of the house by the ·and include blacksmithing, wheelwright, 
19th Century there was a purpose-built room joinery, plough making, malting, brewing, 
or building near to the cowshed. The hop growing, dairy farming and fat-stock 
original equipment may have been primitive farming. There has also been evidence 
by modern standards, but the purpose of of the changes in transport _ the wharf 
the building is readily seen. building alongside the Grantham Canal 

So f a~ as fittings are concerned it becomes 
clear as time progresses that mass-produced 
fittings were being used probably as early 
as the 1820's and that the calIon the 
local blacksmith to produce hinges, latches 
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at Hickling and the various sets of 
stables for public and private usage at 
Langar, Hickling, East Markham and >!est 
Drayton to mention but a few. 

continued on page 3 
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FARM BUILDING SURVEY 

continued from page 2 

The main complaint about the proj ect has 
been that there has been so little time to 
see such a considerable amount of material. 
Ne~ertheless, there have been plenty of 
exci ting moments wi th dis ~ coveries of 
unexpected features. Two readily come to 
mind. ~he first was the horse-gin tpat 
was discovered near three malt-kilns at 
Cropwell Butler. It was not complete but 
the cobbled walkway >las there and it was 
possible to see where the drive-shaft had 
gone into the building. Shortly after­
wards a second horsft-gin was seen at South 
Leverton; this had the cog-wheels and 
pulley wheels in the building . The 
second discovery was that of a very fine 
aisled barn at North Leverton. At some 
time the building had been shortened by 
one bay at the Eastern end but the timber­
work was worthy of note. After seeing 

this an even better example was seen in 
the same village. An equally interesting 
set of buildings tha t has been noted is 
the dovecote which appears in a variety of 
shapes, sizes and combinations - from 
being solely a cote to having stables, 
cowshed, store places and even a joiner's 
shop underneath. 

The primary hope is tha t the collection 
of information Will continue on a 
voluntary basis at least: it would be a 
great pity to leave the work as it is 
because there is a huge amount which needs 
to be collected. . 
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+ + BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER 

PROGRESS REPORT by 

+ + 

Mike Pringle, Co-ordinator 

In May 1979 a list of those buildings in Nottinghamshire known to be at risk was 
drawn up and circulated to members of the Trust. There were 53 entries of which 18 
were listed buildings. There were a few more notifications in response, but we had 
at that time to evolve the necessary system to chase up these buildings and check on 
progress. 

I took over in March of this year as the Trust's first volunteer co-ordinator of our 
Buildings at Risk register. I am a General Hedical Practitioner who has no 
specific knowledge in this field; I can ther e fore only act as a co-ordinator and I 
must rely on specialist advice in many instances. It is therefore a great help 
that we have a Panel of Architects prepared to volunteer to aid in the assessment of 
buildings. 

There are now 72 entries on the r egister and I have visited and photographed 48 of 
these. Once this preliminary i s over, I ,,/ill be di s cussing individual cases with 
members of the Trust and planning action in particular cases. This will vary from 
advice on res tora tion and available grants, to pressure on the owners, and even to 
the creation of interest in various buildings in the media. 

Buildings that we are taking s pecial note of at this stage are: 

Lamcote House, Radcliffe-on-Trent, which is due for demolition 
Church Farm Buildings at Edwinstowe 
Alexandra Lodge on the Bestwood Lodge Estate 
Dovecote at Hanor Farm, Barton-in-Fabis, and 
Hardtofts - House and Barn, Gringley-on-the-Hill. 

I hope to publish, through this newsletter, another full list of all the buildings 
which are known to be at risk, and it will be easier for members to check at that 
time for gaps. However, if anybody knows of a building which is' greatly at risk 
now wishes to check that it is on the register, I will be pleased to hear from them. 
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ANNESLEY, ALL SAINTS OLD CHURCH -
Latest position ••• 

., , 

, The Church Commissioners have recently revie'.ed the future of 
Annes ley Old Church in the light of the fur'ther comments and' 
~uggestions made to them by a number of parties. These included an 
offer by the Friends of Friendless Churches to take over the ruin, 
provided tha.t it ,was fi;rst put into gciod order by the Redundant 
Churches Fund. ' . 

. The Commissioners carefully considered the Friends' offer but both 
tqey ;and the diocesan authorities ' felt that expenditure on the 
building by the Fund would be a misuse of its limited' resources in 
vie.w of the ear-lier. advice of the Advi"sory Board for Redundant 
Churches (which the Commissioners had already accepted) that the, 
building had deteriorated to such an extent that it was not wor·thy 
of preservation by the Fund. The Friends were asked whether they 
would he .willing to take over the ruin unconditionally, i.e. without 
it first being put into good order, but in view of their other 
commitments t hey did not feel able to do this. 

In the absence of any other proposal of substance for the use or 
preservation of the bui l ding, the Commi ssioners decided with regret 
that the draft redundancy scheme providing for demolition of the 
ruin should proceed in its original form, notwithstanding the 
representations made against it. As the building has been scheduled 
as an ancient monument, the Commissioners reported fully on the case 

, to the Secretary of State for the Environment and notified him of 
their intention to demolish and they have now heard that ., the 3 
months' notice of works under Section 6(2) of the Ancient Monument 
Act 1931 having expired, it is in. order for them to proceed. 

The Commissioners intend to give an opportunity for archaeological 
r~cording, contr91led demolition and excavation of the site to be 
carr ied out, and discussions with the Department of the Environment 

.. about this are proceeding. 

00000 

COVENANTS to Charities can now be made for a m1n1mum of' 4 years 
instead of 7 and, therefore, if you do not already covenant 
your subscription to the Trust, please do now consider again (if 
you pay income tax) entering into a covenant for at least 4 
years. For further details please contact the Secretary at Link 
House, 110 Nansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3HL. 
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Tracing the liistory 
r/---IIl'-"~ ' -. , oj' lou rHo II s e 

The seventh contribution to a series by Adrian Henstock', 
,the County Archivist, describing basic documentary 
sources for tracing the history of smaller houses in 
Nottinghamshire built before c.1 900. ' 

+ + + + + + + + + + 

The last issue contained the end of the main part of this series in ,which the 
basic documentary sources ha ve been described. As was stated at the beginning , 
not all clas s es of records will r el ate to every building , and even where they 
do the relevant documents may not exist. On the other hand ther e are also 
various other clas ses of r ecord which could be of assis tance which have not been 
mentioned in this series. Anyone inter ested in pursuing further sources of 
documentation i s recommended to consul t the parish indexes in the Nottinghams hire 
Record Office and the published works on the subject mentioned at the beginning 
of the series. 

In the final articles in t hi s series it is proposed to illustra te the process of 
tracing the documentary his tory of houses by loca l case-studies of buildings of 
different types and ages throughout the county , sho>ling briefly wha t is known 
about their history and the sources from which the information, was derived. The 
examples have by necessity to be drawn either from ins tances personally known to 
the author or from cases published in ,some form, many in the county historical 
journal, the Transactions of the Thoroton Soci ety. They are therefore by no 
means logically-selected exampl es , either by type , da te, or geogr aphical area, 
but it is hoped -tha t t hey will f orm a roughly-repres entative sample of different 
types of building . They . /ill include urban tOI'ffi hous es, a small country mansion, 
country cottages, a water-mill, public house , and a f ormer r ectory and a s chool. 
In t he following articles , where r e ferences are made to sources described previously 
in the series the reference numbers will be given in brackets, for example (C.3) 
will refer t o ' Topographica l Views : Photogr aphs' contained in the third article 
in this series . 

In general it is 1-lOrth pointing out that when investigating the documentary 
history of a building it i s always advisable to work backwards in time, f rom the 
known to the unknown . The most f undamenta l problem t o be f aced i s tha t of 
simply identifying a property in the hi s torical records . Unless taken carefull y 
stage-by-stage, it is very easy to make wrong assumptions based on flimsy or 
circums tantial evidence which can l ead to hours of research studying the wrong 
building~ 

The first example , the his t ory of the Ol d House, Dleasby, will be described in 
some detail as it is a particularly good ins tance of the marriage of documentary 
and architectural evidence - unfortunately it cannot be taken as typical as 
(a) buildings of this type and age are unusual in Nottinghams hire, and (b) the 
sur,i'/ ing documentary evidence i s exceptional i n many respects. However it 
serves well to illus tra te t he proces s of i nves tigating the his tory of a building 
and the uses tha t certa in clas ses of his t or i ca l documents can be put to. 

continued on page 6 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YuUR HOUSE-7 
continued from page 5 

1. THE OLD HOUSE, BLEASBY 

(a) ~£.hit~c!.u!.al !!.i~tE.rl. 

The present house has a rela tively plain exterior which, apart from the 
differing vlindow levels, gives little indication of its age. It is 
'L'-shaped but it is known that one wing was added in the present century. 
The oldest part of the house is a rectangular structure two rooms long, with 
a small service extension connecting it to the modern wing. It is built of 
local skerry stone but one gable has been rebuilt in brick. The old 
building is divided by a central partition into hlO sections, each vlith two 
s toreys and an attic, but the upper floor levels do not correspond. Expert 
investigation has revealed that the building dates from as early as c.1500, 
and tha t the two floors at the southern end are also of this period. 
However the northern part of the house had originally comprised one single 
high hall, open to the roof rafters in the mediaeval manner, and with a large 
firehood. This had be en subdivided firstly in c.16oo by the insertion of a 
new floor and ceiling over the hall, and again in the late 17th century by 
the addition of a second floor above that to create an attic room. The 
dating lias arrived at by a study of the architectural deta iling of the roof, 
fireplace and ceiling beams. An unusual feature is the branding of the 
initials 'I.H.' on one of the hall beams at some date unknown. 

(b) Qo£.u~e.!!.t!:,l"l. !!.i~tE.rl. 

The most obvious sources for the history of the house, the title deeds, are 
unfortunately of little value as they only date back to 1920. They do, 
however, indicate tha t prior to that date the house, together with other 
property in Bleasby, was ovmed by Retford Corporation as part of the endowment 
of Retford Grammar School. 

Turning to the map evidence, the house is s ho . ~ on a l l the old maps of 
Bleasby as far back as the tliO earliest - the parish enclosure award map of 
1777 (see B.4 in previous series) and a private estate map (B.5) compiled 
for Sir Richard Sutton in 1784, both in the Nottinghamshire Record Office. 
v ~ilst of course both maps are too late to elucidate the earlier history of 
the house they do provide a vital geographical 'fix' as a basis from which 
to work as well as important clues to identifying the property from other 
sources, for example the enclosure map and accompanying award show the 
position of the newly-enclosed land adjacent to the house allotted to Retford 
Corporation in lieu of the old open-field strips. 

Investiga tion of the Dleasby parish records (now also in the Record Office), 
reveals t he existence of t wo valuable early 19th century volumes in 
adrlition to the regist er s and other documents, both compiled by a villager 
called John Holmes. One is an incomplete survey of the parish in 1811, 
probably drawn up for r ating purposes (D.1.) which contains the unexpected 
fact that Holmes himself was the probable tenant of the Old House, as his 
holding of some 31 acres included the same land allotted to the Old House 
under the enclosure award as well as some named 'closes' of ancient enclosure. 

The other volume, dated 1824, is entitled a 'History of the Village of 
Bleasby' and was compiled by Holmes. It includes amongst other things a 
description of the buildings in the village and he described his own house 
as 'an ancient brick and stone house covered with tiles, belonging to the 
Corporation of Retford and occupied by John Holmes. This house is reputed 
to have been some religious place of worship; the chiefest part of the 
walls are built of stone and laid in clay about a yard thick'. In a note 
for the year 1817 he records that he 'caused his house to be stone-dashed, 
and a stOlle plinth made at the bottom of the front side'. These facts 
confirm the i dentifica tion wi t h the Old House fairly conclusively. 

- 6 - continued on page 7 

TRJ,CIIiG 'l"ol" R",,""Rt o:r 'MlR """'5!:-7 
"""ti~",,d rr"" pOgo ~ 

, . 1H£ o!Jl !!C!:5E, Ri r,lSfiI ,., ",". oH •• '"ral H;.,~ ------ --- -'rho "",,<0' ~""" b>.o • co1.aU .. lJ" pl.d" .",.rior ""lo> , . ".... fI'«I t h . 
<Ii!!Qri"f: vi.....,.. 1.0 ... 10, Po ... litUo In<lieation o f it. ~ . It H 
' l'_<>ho.p04 0\>., ;t ; . kn""" ,h,ot ono win~ ..... ad.od i n t h. pr< ... ~t ,".'Ol'l' , 
..,., ~l.d ... 1 _ I o' I h. hOOM l a a rooUr.gulor a ,)"U,t,.,.. two ,."""" long , with 
a _ll. .... 1 .. n t.nol"" c""". d '"", it to .h. _ . r" "'no . I, i. ""Ht or 
1= 1 oI<",r~ . t "". "'" "". ~.bl. 1>4& .... n ... buil, In b.!el< . :lb. "ld 
... U d iIts i. d!T;d. d b, . o.otral por' I<!o" ;0'0 two .. oU"",, , .aoh .it~ t...., 
otor _,. """ on ott .. , but tho ", .. r <1_ 1 ... 1. "~n~t .~ ..... o".,.,.. , Ex .. rt 
10 .. a UgoU"" h= "c ••• l ... ,h,ot t • • I>u.Illi"" dot .. from Aa . ru-lJ"..., 0,1",.", 
01)(1 th.t t ... two {loo"" 0' ,I> •• ""t horn ."" or. d.~ M I~I . .. .-100. , 
1Io ..... c tho norther n...,.. of the "'-* had ori «;""lly '''''prI .......... ;",,1. 
hi#, hall , open to to" roof rof<era !o t ho ... dia.~al. _.~, .."d .. lth . lar go 
tir . h_. 'i'M. had boOD aulKhridod !Irally In 0,' 6<xl "" t> •• ;"o""<i"" of 0 
n<~ tl __ oo i l i "" ovor tho ""11, """ again In th. lab ' 7th c .... tury by 
the a4dIUOfl 0< ' .. c ond floor ._0 ,ht., '0 '''''At .... .tUo ,,'00 , 'l'It. 
<I.otlng _ ..-rind at b~. otoo,. of , ha ~r<"lh,turol d."'; >;r., o~ tbe ""'f, _ 
flnplaoo and co i l;"" _ , "" "Duouol t,Alu,... to to. bro.d;"" of th. , 
I nltld. ' I,H, ' "" <>n. of th. ho11 be ..... W<IoI <\At. """.0 .. , 

( b) !!<>£."l!'!JlI!!lI ~j!.t!:':! 
n.. _., obY\"". oo"'"c .. for t h . hiEtor, of t ... h"""", tho titl. d .. M, a~ 
unfort"" ••• ",.. of little ... 1,,< 03 ,h., """,.. .. to bock to ' 920, ~~ .0. 
h <>wov .. , ;""'""h 'hot prior '0 'no' ""to Ir .• h"""., t<'5<'t~.r ... . ~ o'hor 
"""I"'.t~ ;" ~l ... ..,. , _ """ .. by R.,Uor<! Oorl'or.tl"., .. port o r tho ._ ..... t 
ot ~tf~r<! Or . ...... School. 

Twoio& to . h. _ p "'''.000, th. h""". 10 "'0"" 0" .~ l th. old ... pO M 
" .. ob, • • f o.r ho,k • • Ih. I"" e"U .. t _ t bo por !.h .,0100","," . "ar<! ""P or 
'TI? ( ... n . :' ; n pr<O.; oom • • r 1o. ) ""~ • pri",,' • • • , ..... p (B. 5) ",,",pilod 
f or air IUchord nutt"" in '78't, bo.h in '_0 Nottir~hir. "'o oM Offl"", 
\Jh;lat o f oour .. both _ .. or. t oo la .. t o . lucid.t. 'ho • • r1i or hi~to17 of 
t h. 0-.0 .... " . , " 0 p",.; d • • "bl ",,<>graphi,,'" 'fix' .. . _i& f1"<l<l ""leh 
to wo'"" .. ... 1.1 "" ;~porta,ot clu .. to ld.ntiryi"g tho prOf"'rt~ ~ oth. c 
.","e .. , for ..... pl . th. e.elOBUN "'P oM ' 00"""'1i"" ova«! oho'" t ho 
_It!"" 0' t h e .ewl y_.c.clD .. d land ~jo<""t t o tho h""". oI lot"d to llotto'" "" 
Co"po"~t IOl\ 10 lieu 01 Ih. ol~ open_flol0 .t r lp" , 

In.Mtlgo.tI"" oJ: ,h. El"". b1 p""hh reeoro. (n"., . 100 10 'h< ""oord Of!1.,.), 
r "" ... l", t f .• • ><i.ton" 01 .. " .ah"bl . .. rlJ' '9'~ coo,or, Tol_. i n 
,,""iUoo to th. r.ti~t"ra ""d "t.,r __ oto, Oo,h "" . piled b1 • ~1u..ur 

""11 ..... John Hol" u , 00. to on in<""pl.h """ • • y of , ho pori" i n 1811 , 
pr_~lJ" .,... ... up tor ... <1"" ,.,...,."" • • (0,1,) ""1<" o"oto l,.,,,,, ""."po«. d 
f~ot th,o, Holae& hl",.U ""0 ' , e JrQbobl. tetw'lt 01 th. Old ~OUIIe, .. ~i" 
h olding of . _ " " or " I nelu1. d , • • ouo land oll ott.d to . h. 01.<1 H""". 
un; ... th •• nol ........ a""'" .... "" ll. ... 0_ ..... d ' "I"" ... ' 01 on"i on' onol"" ..... , 

n.. o <h. r vol.-, .. tod 18<", , • •• tiHod . '"<.tor~ 0' th. Vlll"". or 
lI'..."b~' """ ... o""oil. d b~ Hola... It <.o1udo. "_gat other t hl_ • 
d •• oriptt on 0< tho buil<hr.go <" the ""logo and ho d .. , rH,.. h i . """ h""" • 
.. 'an .",iont br;ok """ .to"" t.ou .. " , . . ..... "'t h ti1 .. , bol =>ling to th. 
C"'r<>rnt<on or R.tfo,"" ODd ,,"cuplod b~ John Ho""'.. \'hi . h""". 10 r . ,.,to' 
to 1><>. ...... en ._ "li«,""o plo .. of """.bip , ,h. ohio r. ... poxt cl to • 
.. 11<1.,.. 1>1<110 of ",,,,,. "nd 101" i~ ,101 __ t . )'Or<! thlek', r.. a not . 
ror 'ho ~."" 18'7 b. "'00>"<10 tbo' ho ',. "". d Mo h"""" to '" .t"""'_ ..... oo , 
""d ~ 0'"" . plinth ""J. 0' ,h. bott"" of ,h. fron' 01<",', "" ••• f~c" 
<"oN,..., ,ho U.n'\fi,at<O<I vHh t ... OU liliu.o. <air",.. o=cl ""bo1, . 

-. -



TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-7 

" - continued -from page ,6 

The Old House, 
Bleasby. 

A reconstruction 
of the house as it 
was in the 16th 
century. The 
entrance leads 
into the cross 
passage with single­
storey service 
rooms on the left. 
The open hall is 
lit by a tall 
window, and the 
two-storied end of 
parlour with chamber 
above is on the 
right. 

by Norman Summers. 

The description does not match any other existing house in the village, the 
stone plinth can still be seen, and rendering is known to have been removed 
from the walls in 1947. In addition the initials 'I.H.' branded on the beam 
agree in style ~Iith Holmes ' initials as \;ritten in his two manuscript volumes 
('J' was often written as an 'I') . 

Although in cases like this one where the deeds are so uninformative because 
' the property once formed part of a larger estate, there can be a bonus as records 
of large family or corporate estates often survive in reasonable quantities 
{G. 1-2). As the Bleasby estate was part of the endowment of Retford Grammar 
School, it is sensible firstly to consult the printed volume of the Report of 
the Charity Commissioners for Nottinghamshire (1815-1829) (K.1.) which 
contains details of all the endowments of charities and schools in the county. 
This confirms that at the date of the report (c.1815) the Bleasby estate was 
di vided into four holdings of ;,hich the largest - a farmhouse and 31 aer"c; 
of land, "as let to John Holmes for £45 a year. The report also states that 
the property formed part of the original Grammar School endowment under 
King -Edward VI's charter of 1552, when it also comprised four holdings. There 
seems little reason to doubt that, with minor adjustments caused by the 
enclosure of 1777 and other factors, the holdings had remained substantially 
the same over the intervening three centuries. The largest holding in 
Edward VI's time was occupied by Christopher Bynke or Binch at a rent of 
£1. 9s. 4d per year, and the Binch family appear in the parish registers from 
their commencement in 1573 until 1609, but were decimated when seven members 
died in a serious outbreak of plague in Bleasby in 1604. It seems most 
likely that they were the tenants of the Old House. 

The Charity Commissioners' re port al so states that the Grammar School's 
Bleasby estate had in fact previously formed part of the endowment of a 
chantry founded in Annesley church in 1363 to support a priest to pray for the 
souls of the Annesley family. Like all chantries this property was 
confiscated by the Crown in the 1540's during the Reformation upheavals. 
The foundation documents of 1363 which are quoted in Dr. Thoroton's 
Antiquities of Nottinghamshire of 1677, refer to three 'messuages' (houses) 
and four 'bovates' of land at Bleasby. , These three holdings are -also 
specified in the 'Valor Ecclesiasticus ', a national valuation of church 
property compiled in 1535 (and published in the early 19th century), the 
largest of which was described as a messuage and three bovates let out at 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-7 
continued from page 7 

-. 

19s. a year. It can therefore be reasonably assu~ed from both ~chitectu:al 
and documentary evidence that the Old House was bU1lt (or more l1kely rebu11t) 
in c.15OO by the Annesley ~h antry Priest for one of his tenants in Bleasby. 
This fact of Church ownership might in fact be the origin of the tradition 
mentioned by John Holmes in the 1820's of the ecclesiastical function of the 

building . 

To fill in more of the detail of the history of the house since the 16th 
century it is necessary to consult any surviving estate records such as 
valuations or leases (G. 1-2) compiled by Retford Corporation down to 1920. 
Unfortunately mos t of the early corporation records are now lost, and what 
'sUrvives are deposited in the Not t inghamshire Record Office but is as yet 
unlisted. However, by pure chance, the Re cord Office had been able in 1952 
to acquire a collection of documents from an antiquarian bookseller which 
included 12 leases of Retford Corporation property in Bleasby between 1597 
and 1711 which had strayed out of the Corporation's possession since being 
produced at a Chancery s u i t in 1823. Four of these leases - dated 1611, 
1636, 1649 and 1656 - relate to the largest holding which was described ~s 
a messuage with a cottage and specified land partly enclosed and partly in 
the open fields. It is interesting to note that, apart from in 1611, the 
rental - £1. 9s. 4d - was the same as Christopher Binch paid in the 1550's. 
A reduction in 1611 ' was due to the fa ct that the cottage was let separately -
this " cottage is shown on the 1777 enclosure map but was subsequently 
demolished. Some of the names of the fields and'closes'are identifiable 
with the names on John Holmes ' survey of 1811 . 

The first lease of 1611 was to George 'Foxe , a yeoman from \'/orksop, who took 
over the holding which was formerly let to William Binch. As noticed above, 
Hilliam Binch was one of the 104 inhabitants of Bleasby who perished in the 
visitation of the plague in 1604. It seems highly likely that the village 
population "as so reduced by the epidemic that there were no local takers 
for the holding , hence Foxe's appearance from \lorksop. George Foxe's death 
is recorded in the parish regi s ters in 1631 and the lease was renewed to 
his widow Olive in 1636 and 1649 . 

At this point an important new source of information can be introduced. 
Having established the names of the occupiers of the house at various periods 
it is possible to build up details of their family history from such sources 
as the pariah regi s ters mentioned above, or from probate records (E. 1-2). 
A search of the proba te indexes in t he Nottinghamshire Record Office shows 
tha t the wills survive of both George Foxe in 1631 and of his widow Olive 
in 1649. These provide useful information about the family and its 
property, but of especial interest i s ' the inventory of goods and chattels 
attached to George Foxe's will. Not only does this it emise all his 
possessions in detail, enabling a visual picture to be built up of the 
furnishings of each room but it actually names five rooms - the Hall, 
Parlour, Chamber, Buttery and Kitchen. The Buttery and Kitchen were 
obviously in the small service extension on the north of the main building , 
where the other three rooms would be situa ted . The open Hall would be at 
the north end and the parlour with chamber above t o the south. Here there 
is a slight conflict with the architectural evidence, which suggests tha t 
the first floor had been inserted over the hall in c.16oo whereas the 
inventory shows that it mus t h a v ~ been aft er 1631, but this discrepancy is 
not serious. lihat now seems likely is that the extra room was created by 
George Foxe's widow in the 1630 ' s or 1640's to help house her growing 
family of six daughters. 

continued on page 9 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE-7 
continued from page 8 

In conclusion it must be emphasised again that it is exceptional for a small 
house to be as well documented as this. It is particularly rare to be able 
to identify a surviving secular building with pre-Reformation church 
property, and also to be able to identify it >lith an existing probate 
inventory. As has been demonstrated, the grea test problem is that of 
identifying the property from the documents. There is no way of telling, 
for example, that the 1631 inventory relates to the Old House without the 
detailed research into other records first. The chief factors in 
achieving successful identification are that (a) the 18th century enclosure 
map and award provide a vital geographical 'fix' for the property from which 
other research can spring, (b) the house belonged for long periods to just 
two institutions which have left some records, and (c) the Bleasby estate 
owned by these institutions remained intact ~d virtually unchanged from the 
14th to the 20th centuries. 

The information above is based almost entirely on an article by Eric Mercer and 
Norman Summers which appeared in the TransactiQns of the Thoroton Society , Vol.71, 
1967, but much of the research into the documentary history of the house was 
carried out by the owner" David Durant. 

00000 

In the next issue Some further local case studies. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

THE GOOD LOOKING HOUSE 
Beverley Pyke ' 

Home-lovers' magazines, the educa tional 
. system ~nd mass-produced joinery 
manufacturers - what have they got in 
common? ' You need only take a glance at 
any Victorian or Edwardian street to know 
the answer. Between them these three 
can take most of the blame for the way in 
which over the last 10 or 15 years so 
many decent-looking properties have been 
hideously disfigured by ugly ne"1 ,Jindows 
and doors, stick-on stone, idiot carriage­
lamps and plastic shutters. 

Apart from the fact tha t a lot of these 
'improvements' are quite unnecessary, and 
a waste of money, time and valuable r aw 
materials, there is the irony tha t olmers 
who believe (or are led to believe) that 
they will enhance the va lue of their 
investment are actually detracting from 
it. Already while in one street the 
mutilation goes on the ne>l o>lners of 

It is high time for s ome plain speaking -
and sensible advice on how to care for 
prdinary Victorian and Edwardian houses. 
Beverley Pyke has provided both in this 
welcome new book - easy on the eye and on 
the pocket but by no means lightweight. 
Simply written without any abtruse 
architectural jargon it explains how to 
ensure that the good-lool<ing house stays 
goodlooking - a credit to the neighbour­
hood as well as to the owners. A generous 
allocation of illustrations, well chosen 
and well reproduced, complements the text. 
One hopes tha t with his evident sympathy 
for the subject Mr. Pike will follow this 
book up with a more detailed study of the 
des ign and detailing of 19th and early 20th 
century speculative housing. Joinery, 
construction and fini sh, after all, are 
often of a standard well beyond our reach 
in similar development today, and the count­
less subtleties need highlighting. 

Available from Redcliffe Press Ltd., 

houses in another are painstakingly 
getting rid ,of such meretricious accretions 
and reinstating their homes' original 
character. 

14 Dowry Square, Bristol, Bs8 4SH, priced 
£2.25. 
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Nottingham IIv A. Bt .. nklnahl1> 

Nottingham is exceptional amongst 
England's major industrial cities in that 
while it may giv.e ~ superficia~ impression 
of being the, creation of the C1 9th, the ' 
intelligent observer will notice that ' 
there ar~ extensive survivals of a hand~ 
some and important pre-industrial County 
town. The form of the tOI"" , deri Ying 
from a topography "hich is at times 
dramatic and rarely dull, and from a 
complex street pattern, the outcome of the 
fusion of the once distinct Anglo-Danish 
and French boroughs, crea tes great 
aesthetic opportunities which the buildings 
can and do successfully exploit. ' 

The great physical expansion of the town 
in the second half of the C1 9th created a 
towns cape of red brick terraces and 
sombre factories vividly evoked by 
Sillitoe. Although mu'ch has nC;;w been 
swept away, important examples of Victorian 
planning , such as Waterloo Promenade, 
Corporat10n Oaks and Lepton Boulevard 
remain and are now in cor£ ervation areas, 
as are elegant terraces of the v/ellington 
Circus and Clarendon Street areas, and 
the villas of the remarkable mid-
Victorian Park Estate and the later 
Mapperley Park. 

The ~owth Of the Victorian city engulfed 
·the 1ndustrial satellites of Sneinton, 
Lenton, Radford, Basford and Bulwell. 
However, in Lenton and Sneinton the town­
scape retains a cohesion which presents 
considerable opportunities for 
conservation. The C2Qth City includes 
attractive village cores such as Clifton 
Ivilford, I/ollaton and Strelley. " 

Follo~ling the late Victorian expansion and 
the extensive rebuilding of the central 
area, inner Nottingham remained large ly 
unchanged until the 1950's when a further 

period of redevelopment began, culminating 
in the opening of two major covered 
shopping centres, Victoria and Broadmarsh, 
in 1972. At· about this time however, even 
before the 1973 oil crisis, the Coqncil 
rejected the vision of massive restructuring 
of the City when the 'Primary Highway Plan' 
was abandoned. Conscious of what had been 
lost, and of the value and potential of 
what remains, the City has adopted a 
co~servation orientated approach to planning. 
Th1s does not, however, imply that there is 
a sterile resistance of change, but rather 
a more considered and imaginative approach 
to t he existing fabric of the City. Both 
formal and informal 'public participation' 
indicates t hat there is widespread popular 
support for this approach. 

The greater part of the central area is 
included within the Lace Market, Old Market 
Square, Castle, Hellington Circus 'and 
Canning Circus Conservation Areas, and in 
all there are 17 Conservation Areas in the 

, City. The statutory list was last revised ..... 
in 1972 and is by no means ae'finitive and 
the City has compiled its own supplem~ntary 
'Local Interest List' of buildings. 
Considerable care is taken to preserve their 

. character and where importapt buildings are 
thFeatened the Council has served Building 
Preserva tion Notices, for example Lambert's 
Fa ctory on Talbot Street where the grand 
f a cade and clock tower are now listed. 

Whilst legislation provides the framework 
for Conservat ion policy it needs a positive 
opportunistic approach by the Planning 
authority to implement it. The key 
elements are of course, finance and sensitiv­
ity. The bulk of the investment needed 
for the conservation of old buildings must 
come from the private sector, but the 
availability of grant assistance not only 
encourages such investment, but allows 
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CONSERVATION IN NOTTINGHAM 
continued from page 10 

scope for considerable influence in the 
way things are done. It was for this 
reason that the Conservation Areas Action 

The restored Theatre Royal 

Fund was established. For the past 5 
years the allocation has been around 
£17,000, per annum which although a 
relatively small amount, can be used to 
great effect. The usual practice is to 
offer grants to cover the additional cost 
involved in restoration ,.ork which 
respects ,the character of the building of 
architectural or historic interest. The 
Action Fund means that quality materials 

a busy specialist si,opping area. 

The most comprehensive conservation projec~ 
in Nottingham is the revitalisation of tbe 
Lace Market. This was the site of the 
first settlement of 'Snottingham', but tbe 
area was transformed with the building of' 
extravagant warehouses and factories for 
the Lace industry from the mid-C19th on­
wards. The Lace Market represents arguably 
the finest concentration of Victorian 
industrial architecture in England, but by 
the early 1970's the decline of the Lace 
industry and blight of projected new roads 
had reduced the area to a sorry state. In 
1974, however, the City adopted a posit~ve 
policy for improvement, and set about to 
restore confidence in the area. Blight 
was removed and a fund for environmental 
improvement established, which has enhanced 
many neglected corners of the Lace Market. 
A 'Town Scheme' has been operating since 
1976. Grants totalling approximately' 
£100,000 have been given for the renovation 
of 30 properties included in the scheme, 
whilst total investment has been more than 
double this figure. Buildings outside the 
scheme are eligible for 'Section 10' grants 
from the Historic Building Council as the 
Lace Harket (and Nottingham Park) have been 
declared 'outstanding' Conservation Areas. 
The Historic Building Council makes a 
'priority allocation' to Nottingham of 
£90,000, grants normally being offered on 
a 25""; basis. 

In addition to such specific conservation 
monies, the City has been able to use 
finance provided through the 'Inner City' 
programme. In the Lace Market 14-18, can be used in restorations, and that 

original items such as elaborate windows 
can"be remade and important architectural 
features like chimney stacks retained. A 
very wide variety of schemes have been 
supported from providing the first grants in 
the Lace Market, landscaping derelict sites, 

, to the restoration of the village pump at 
I;ollaton, excavation and public access of 
caves and maintenance work to listed 
buildings. 

Many such conservation schemes, whilst fore­
stalling adverse change, do not make a great 
public impact. However the restoration of 
Bridlesmith Gate, presents 'a very obvious 
example of the opposite. This narrow street 
of C18th and C19th buildings had deteriorated 
from its original importance to a position 
where demolition of the major part seemed 
almos~ inevitable. However, >nth valuable 
assistance of the Civic Trust and grants 
from the Action Fund the street has been 
restored and has re-established itself as 
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CONSERVI'.TION IN NOTTINGHIIM 

continued from page 11 

St. Mary's Gate and 32 Heathcoat Street 
have 'been renovated with 'inner city' 
finance to provide new uses for the old 
buildings. 

'Operation Clean-Up' ' has also made a , major 
impact, enabling the cleaning of buildings 
and lands~aping of ' Theatr~ Square and the 
cleaning of Fothergill's eXuberant Queens 
Chambers, Long Rowand the restoration of 
69~77 Derby 'Road, amongst many other 

Sneinton \' indmill in 1870 

schemes. The current programme of 
environmental works includes various face­
lift schemes which will do much to 
encourage renovation of areas such as 

Carlton Street and Goose Gate. The 
enhancement of the Nottingham Canal is also 
part of this programme. The Lace Market 
and Gamble Street areas have been made 
Industrial Improvement Areas where grants 
are available not only for environmental 
improvements, but also for internal works 
to acs,:;:>t buildings to present day needs. 
viable uses for old buildings are, of 
course, essentia l ,if important buildings 
are to be retained, and it is encouraging 
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to see that th~ number of vacant buildi~gB 
in the Lace Market has dropped substant ~ ~l­
ly, despite the present recession . ' ~ 

The City has attempted to ' deal with the 
problems of conservation on a fairly broad 
front and it has not been limited to a few 
showpiece projects although it has such 
award winning schemes as the Brewhouse 
Yard restoration and Garners Hill, Canning 
Terrace and Theatre Royal refurbishment to 
its credit. The delicate early C19th 
cast iron Camelia House at Hollaton Hall 
is being restored and an appeal has been 
launched to assist this project. 

Careful attention has also been given to 
such areas as Sneinton and Lenton where 
conservation has been central to the 
preparation of their respective District 
Plans. In Sneinton the City is restorin 
Green's Mill, the only surviving windmill 
in Nottingham recently bought by the 
George Green Memorial Trust, using money 
from several sources including lottery 
proceeds and S.T.E.P. labour. It is 
hoped that enough money can be raised 
through the present appeal to enable a 
museum to the famous mathematician to be 
established. The mill crowns a hi~l which 
will become a ,park. 

A grant 'has also been giVen for work to 
the tower of Sneinton Parish Church, ,which 
with the' Mill dominat.es the skyl:i:ne. 

In Lenton plans have been approved f~r 
enhancing the remains of Lenton Priory 
and eventually it is hoped that the 
remains will be excavated and properly 
laid out. 

One of the most :i:mportant aspects of the 
'work of the planning authority is to 
provide advice and guidance on c~nservation 
matters and a wide range of literature has 
been produced (listed below), in addition 
to which specialist design advice is 
available. 

The Planning Department must 'also have as 
one of its main objectives the leading of 
public attitudes to conservation. To 
encourage people's perception ~nd aware­
ness of the environment the City Council 
jointly with the Heritage Education Grou~, 
sponsored the Heritage Nottingham 
Competition, judged in April 1980. The 
standard of entries was impressively high 
and most showed great imagination and 
regard for the heritage of the City. 

continued on page 13 
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CONSERVATION IN NOTTINGHAM 
continued from page 12 

It is hoped that all winning schemes can 
eventually be implemented and some, such 
as a Lace Centre for the Severns 
building, the excavation of the last of 
the cave dwellings of Sneinton Hermitage 
and the restoration of All Saints are 
already underway. 

Any group interested in any of the 
publications or in seeing the Lace Market 
Audio Visual should contact the Deputy 
City Planning Officer at The Guildhall, 
North Church Street, Nottingham, 
NG1 4DB. 

All Saints Church and Parochial Buildings 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

Conservation Areas in Nottingham (new edition in preparation) 

Advisory· Handbook - Leaflets: 

Listed Buildings 
Local Interest Lis t 
Treasures of .Nottingham 
Applications. in Conservation Areas 
Grant Assistance 
Trees in Conserva tion Areas 

The Park Report (.75p) 

Tree Care (3 leaflets.) 
Happerley Park 
The Park 
Wilford Village 
The Lace Market 
The Lace Market Town Scheme 

A Conservation Policy for the Lac.e Market (£1.00 summary leaflet free) 

The Future of the Lace Harket 

Lace Market Trail (.10p) 

Geor g ~an Trail (.10p) 

Lenton ~rail (.10p) 

Nottingham and Beeston Canal Trail (in prepara tion). 
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Brickmakers 
in North Nottinghamshire: 

18th Century ByPhlllbbolson 

The raw materials for bricks, tiles and 
pottery are to be found in plenty on the 
permian and keuper marl areas of 
Nottinghamshire. The colour of the clays, 
when fired, ranges from a bright red of the 
permian soils, to the buff colour of the 
keuper marls. In other areas where the 
deposits of clay are very localised, the 
variation of colour covers a wider range. 
Of course there is the question of the 
temperature at which the articles are fired 
which will also account for colouring. 
Examples of this wide variation are to be 
found in the Collin8ham area where the old 
brickyards moved from one p·ocket of clay to 
another: surprisingly the variations of 
colour in the Tuxford area covers a fairly 
wide ranee, from a dull red to a cream 
colour. 

It is known from the N ottin g ha~ Borough 
Records that there was a mediaeva l tile­
house in the Hockley area. Most recently 
evidence of a mediaev~l tilekiln was 
discovered at Rufford and to the west of 
the site of l~ elbeck Abbey there is a piece 
of woodland called Tilekiln: when Gilbert 
Earl of Shrewsbury bought the property in ' 
the 1590's he was able to have bricks and 
tiles made there and it was s till in 
operation in 1716. During the 17th 
Century there were brickyards at Sneinton 
(1628), Clarborough (1638 ), Blidworth 
(1675) and Upton (1683) that are known from 
records . After 1700, with the grea ter 
volurr.e of documentary material, it is known 
that there were at least 31 yards in 
operation. These are referred to either 
by Wills and Inventories, or are mentioned 
in estate accounts. As late as 1R34 
S ~nderson's Map based on the area twe~ty 
m1les round Mansfield marks the sites of 
six~y yards in thirty four Nottinghamshire 
par1shes; of these twenty three are north 
of a l~ne from Mansfield to Nel<ark and they 
are ma1nly on the eastern side of the 
County. 

Of the Vlills and Inventories relating to 
the ~orthern part of the County, the 
earl1est relates to Edward Harrison of 

Laxton who died in 1702. He had yards at 
East Markham and Tuxford that were 'valued 
at £60. George Ogle of Everton died 
twenty seven years later and had been 
operating 2 yards there. His stock 
included 18,200 tiles valued at £11. 6s. 
and 54,570 bricks at £25. There were 3 
brick kilns, which, with the hovels were 
valued at £32. 1s. The following year 
l/illiam Vliddows' brickyard was valued at 
£92. 17s. 6d; this was working a t liorksop. 
Eleven years later in 1741 Richard Harrison 
of Babworth died. He had yards at Askham 
Eaton, Babworth and \oIorksop Forest. For' 
some reason the yard at Babworth was not 
valued but the other 3 were worth £70 . 5s. 

By this time it appears that the brickyards 
were operated by a family. Earlier, in 
the second half of the 17th Century 
Nottingham Town Council had problem~ from 
vagrant brickmakers who dug clay upon the 
wastes in or near the Plains. One of the 
interesting families connected with brick­
making was the Flower father and son who 
worked yards at l/ellow and, from 1733, 
Laxton. The sources of information are 
the Account Books for the Duke of Kingston's 
estate at Thoresby, Edv/instowe and Laxton. 
Thomas Flo;ter, Snr., provided bricks for 
repairs and rebuilding at Pale thorpe and 
Kneesall during the 1720' s. Vlhen he died 
in 1733 the Wellow yard was valued at £120 
and this was carried on by his son, Thomas. 
In the Inventory there is no mention of 
Laxton yard but from the Estate accounts 
it would seem that the son was working 
there. From a survey of the Notts. brick 
industry made a century later it is said 
to have been the practice for the brickmaker 
to rent land for his sites. In the case 
of the Laxton yard the son was paying rent 
to the Duke of Kingston at the r a te of 
1,000 bricks per 20,000 produced. A rent 
list for Laxton mentions that· the brick 
kiln ;ta~ in the Flat Close and a map of the 
South F1eld shows the clay pits on the 
northern edge of the field across the 
stream from the road to Moorhouse. Both 
sites were to the South-east of the village . 
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BRICKYARDS IN NORTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE : 
18th CENTURY continued f r om page 1~ 

In the V.C.H. it is said that it ~Ias the 
pract~ce for the brickmakers to work in 
the maltings during the winter months. 
This could have been the case in Laxton as 
the village maltings was situated almost 
next door to the kiln. 

From the rent paid by Thomas Flower, the 
younger, it is possible to see what 
bricks were produced over a 22 year period. 
On average it appears to have been 3,500 
which gives a production of 70,006 bricks. 
At this time tnese cost 11/- per thousand. 
During the period from 1733 to 1755 there 
was a great amount of rebuilding and repair 
on the various parts of the Estate and 
Flower provided the bricks. After 1846 

a brickyard was established at Weston and 
at Dunham, presumably to s erve the 
Eastern part of the Duke's Estate. In 
1755 Thomas Flower died and the Laxton 
yard was carried on by Thomas and Joseph 
Powell until 1768 when the Account Books 
finish with the death of the ;:luke. From 
this time the Estate is managed by 
Trustees .,hose accounts are not so detailed. 

Similar Estate accounts for the Dukes of 
Portland and Newcastle record information 
for brickyards at lYelbeck, "Gamston, East 
Harkham, Tuxford and Hartin. Recently 
a 19th Century Account Book for the Rufford 
Estate was found .,hich gives detailed 
accounts between 1830 and 1845. 

CRAFT SKILlS REGISTER a stage nearer 

The establishment of a Regiser of Craft Skills in the building industry came a stage 
nearer in June when conservation officers from 37 English and I-Ielsh counties met in 
London under the auspices of the Crafts Council. The meeting, chaired by Historic 
Buildings Council chairman Jennifer Jenkins, heard Roy I-iorskett, representing the 
Crafts Council, and Gordon Michell of the Civic Trust describe efforts made so far. 

The idea sprang from two Civic Trust reports published in 1976 and 1979, the latter 
being the report of a study by Nicholas Woodward-Smith and finarc ed by the Carpenters' 
Company, the DoE, the Ironmongers' Company as well as the \yor shipful Companies of 
Masons and of Plumbers. 

Most of the counties represented keep informal lists of contractors able to tackle 
conservation work and of firms with specialist craftsmen like thatchers, stone tilers, 
lead workers and so on. The present plan will transfer these entries onto standard 
index cards similar to those used in the Craft Council's existing register of non­
building craftsmen. Each county ,dll then send duplicates to its neighbours and to 
the Crafts Council which will assemble a national, cross-indexed register. The Crafts 
Council is to supply the blank index cards, so councillors need not fear that this will 
be the straw that breaks their budgetary backs. Where a county council cannot keep 
the local register, Roy Worskett considers that districts, civic societies or building 
preservation trusts may be able to fill the gap. 

The setting up of such a Register could be of great importance and it is to the credit of 
both the Civic Trust and the Crafts Council that it is now becoming a reality. 
Throughout the conservation world there is a need for skilled specialist craftsmen and 
materials to help provide the standards of work the upkeep of our heritage demands. 
Perhaps we are edging tOl<ards the time when HBC grants \rill be offered conditional 
upon the use of proper materials as well as the employment of registered craft skills 
competent to undertake the work. 

With acknowledgment to the Civic Trust 
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J l ; /a7-~£a?n 

r/ ' ? ~ ~j6 

By Fred Glover , President 

The Nottingham Society of Artists was founded in 1880 and despite two 
World \,ars, the depressions and difficulties of the 20's and 30's 
survived and prospered. TOday the members are the proud owners of their 
own substantial freehold property (St. Luke's House, Friar Lane, 
Nottingham) in the centre of the city. The property consists of a very 
spacious Studio, with Complete Top Glass Lighting, a fine Art Gallery 
(both have fully equipped kitchens, cloakrooms and toilets), the ground 
floor is leased to a very well-known finance company and the rental 
received from this letting plays a very useful part towards the society's 
commitments. 

There have been many internationally famous artists among the membership 
for example, Laura Knight, R.A., her husband Harold Knight, R.A., 
Sir Arnesby Brmm, R.A., Ed>Jard Seago, R.A., Tre\.et Williams , R.A., 
Tom Browne and many others. 

The membership of the society is divided into four groups -

Full members (limit 50) : Associate members : Students : Subscribers 
(non Painters). 

Entry into the society is by submission to the Council of three original 
works (any medium) no copies excepted, acceptance by majority vote. 
Full membership is by invitation only, and ~ majority vote at a special 
meeting of full members. The membership at present is approximately 270. 

The society has alHays been very conscious of civic affairs and has 
contributed much to the cultural life of the city. It has always been 
very aware of any planning decisions taken by the local authority and 
has not hesitated to voice its concern over any threat to areas and 
buildings of local historical and industrial interest. At one stage in 
its history it wrote to the then TOI-m Clerk and sent a list of areas and 
buildings Hhich it considered should be preserved in the best interests 
of the city. Sadly many of these have now disappeared. As recently 
as 1979 tHO members of the society attended and gave evidence at a Public 
Inquiry regarding the proposed demolition of a cottage property at 
Crop>Je 11 Bishop. 

The winter season starts in October and continues 'till late April. 
There are also many activities carried on during the summer months. 
Classes are held every evening except Saturday and Wednesday, although 
every other Wednesday speakers and demonstrators from far and wide are 
paid to attend. Classes are also held on Thursday mornings, Friday 
afternoons and Sunday mornings. Portrait and figure models are provided 
for some of the classes. The fees which were advanced this year are 
still very reasonable considering the great variety of activities offered, 
and are as follows: Painting members, all classes £7.00 per annum 
Subscribing members £3.00. 

continued on page 17. 
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THE NOTTINGHAM SOCIEl'Y OF ARTISTS 
continued from page 16 

This year, 1980, the society celebrated its centenary. H.R.H. The Duke 
of Gloucester came especially to open our Centenary Exhibition at the 
Nottingham Castle Galleries and to visit the pr emises in Friar Lane. 
The Lord Mayor and his committee provided the society with a fine 
reception at the Castle, also allowing the society to have use of the 
Castle Galleries for one month for its exhibition. Also, a grand 
reception was provided at the Council House for all members of the society 
and friends. 

All the society's business is conducted by its council, which meets once 
a month throughout the year. 

Being a non-profit making concern all monies coming into the society; 
fees, subscriptions, rental, etc. are used for the benefit of the 
membership. 

Public Exhibitions are held twice a year, in Spring and Autumn, these 
are publicised in the local Press and public buildings, and everyone is 
welcome. 

A book, entitled For t he Joy of Art, and written by Marjorie MacMillan 
a member of the society, can be obtained from the society, priced £3.00. 

00000 

NOTTS. AMENITY $Oc n .TIES 

The Civic Trust, in its July/August News , 
printed a county by county guide to the 
activities of amenity societies. Notts., 
like all East Hidland counties , with the 
e~ception of Lincs., was found to have a 
very 10>1 membership to popula tion r a tio, so 
that in this respect we did not compare 
favourably with other counties. However, 
Netts. came out very well in 2 respects. 
The interest shown by our societies in 
Structure and Local Plans, >las much higher 
than in most other counties and , apart from 
individual contributions, this doubtless 
reflects the work undertaken by the Nottm. 
and Notts. Federation of Amenity Societies 
who took a close interest in the Structure 
Plan at all its stages. 

The second area in which we were near the 
top of the league table was in that of 
income and capital per member. In other 
words, our societies receive relatively 
more money than most. These figures were 

by Bob Middleton 

no doubt high due to the relatively large 
income of the NBPT which used to give, 
perhaps, £15,000 per year in grants to 
conservation projects in the county. 
No" tha t the Trnst has had the vast 
majority of the income it received from 
the County Council withdrawn, it is very 
likely that we will slip some>lhat down the 
league t able. 

It was also reported that our societies 
did not tend to become involved in 
practical 'fOrk to the same extent as in 
w~ny counties and only 25% of them were 
actually involved in practical restoration 
schemes. 

00000 
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CUCKNEY WAlK - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 ) 
) 

DERBYSHIRE COACH TOUR - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 ) 
Details enclosed 

there are still seats available - please complete and 
return the enclosed slip, together with the appropriate 
remittance by 22nd September. 

••• LUNCH - the proprietors of the ABBEY have very kindly 
offered to provide a cold plate/choice of meat @ £1.50 
per head if we receive sufficient demand, or 
alternatively Vlould have available cobs/baps priced at 
30p ea. HOl1ever, 11ith our trip being on a Sunday they 
will need to have a rough idea, in order to cater, of 
our requirements. Could I please ask you, therefore, 
to indicate your requirements on the attached slip and 
return as soon as possible • 

••• HlliBERS \;lRO HAVE ALREADY BOOKED are asked 
to telephone Nottm. 53681 if they require 
Lunch/cobs. 

BENNERLEY VIADUCT t AVISl,ORTH 

A public Local Inquiry into an Applica tion for 
listed building consent to demolish the above 
is to take place on Tuesday, 30th September, 
1980 at 10.00 a.m. in The Town Hall, Beeston, 

.' 

Nottingham. Hr. John Severn I'lill be attending 
and will present Evidence on behalf of the 
Trust 

• 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

"Local al'thorities should encourage positive schemes 
for the conversion and rehabilitation of farm 
buildings which are no longer of agricultural import-, 
ance", says the Historic Buildings Council. 

In rural areas the growth in population has led to 
the destruction of the historic layout of many 
villages through ribbon development and out-of-scale 
new esta tes, says the Council. Isolated farm 
buildings were falling increasingly into a state of 
dilapidation and steps should be taken to list those 
of architectural importance. 

By the end of las t year more than 261,000 buildings 
had been listed in England as being of special 
architectural or historic interest. A total. of 
7,226 were added during the previous year, 35 in 
Grade 1. A further 255 conservation areas were 
created bringing the English total to 4,606. The 
number deemed outstanding for the purpose of grant 
aid i s now·515. Local Govt. News (July) 
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NE\oI LIFE FOR BARNS 
The Essex Countryside - Historic 
Barns. A Planning Appraisal. 

'The barn represents the most 
impressive and important 
agricultural building that 
England has ever produced. In 
effect, it fulfils a fundamental 
role in the architecturRl 
heritage of the English land­
scape, both in terms of its 
intrinsic value and its 
contribution to the rural scene 
as the dominant building in the 
traditional farmstead'. To 
help to safeguard this 
'fundamental role', -the planning 
Department of Essex County 
Cduncil produced a splendid 
booklet tracing briefly the 
history of the construction of 
its county's barns, and making 
valuable suggestions for the 
retention and imaginative re-use 
bf these splendid structures. 
Convers~on to museums, community 
use, restaurants, farm shops, 
recreation, residential and 
light industrial use are considered 
and examples of successful 
conversions given. 

Available from Essex County 
Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, 
Essex. £2.00 (40p postage). 

KEYWORTH BARN is nO>l being used 
for storage by the KeY>lorth 
Dramatic Society. 

A cump.any limited hy gtl31'lllltCC and kc~st('TCd In E'-IRland 

Registrottion No. 897822 . RC.HJ$t~rcti Charit), Nu. 254094 
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