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NEWARK CASTL

A review of the recently complated work o the
south eurtain wall by the Projact Architect Chrrs
Torrey, Consarvation Archiect for Newark and
Sheewaood Dhstrict Couneil

Repairs to Newark Castle undertaien in parinersiup by Newark and Sherwood District Counce, Nottinghamsltire

oy Counct! and English Herltage -

The current repair programme at Newark Castle 1s just ke |21ezt
footnote in its long history. The work proposed constitut=s the
most thorough-going repair and conservation of thiz ancient
monument since that undertaken, controversially, by Antary
Salvin in the 1840s. The South-West tower and the midrle iz
were completed in an earlier phase in 1982. The hy=t par: .;r tke
pfesent snheme mvolves the nvermde curten we II ar hi

comple\ed.

In discussing the work I propose to briefly mentai ¢
repair which governed the approach taken ana :
carried through into the work itself, and desmbe the recoimie
the weork itself for posterity, the form of which “wasc 2 @zaziizl
aspect and one that assumed a greater art of the sflminisizal
the contract than was originally cenceived, beQoung almiie: an
end in itself.

The work proposed required Scheduled: Meowment Cionzsn:
and e essential prerequisite for thi: nermis il 13 a1y ==y
enshrined in the phrase: that the rep:ir ghall e ke Tar lie”
Translating this dictum into a working gl =
the understanding that the works will nc:: =3
historical and archaeoclogical mtegriy of the mes nr nl te Gy
extent”. Underoinning these quiuﬂe Fnes s iz prmciple thiat e
repairs be cained out m an hanes nant treat
distinguished easily from the origizal weak

Mindful of the above ihe first pice dlers 1 ~epuvnrng na ancient
msrmgmsnea easny ol me oug-mn WETE -

stone unmmment is oth 3000 Ty | QUM,FJ‘@M ;.J'tnu s.;.me gt@ﬂe i --%mh:
to carry out the work Tre Caglle iz buili of many sones,
fortunately, the curtamn walls are of just three, viz

the ushlar face 1s in local reddish/ % sondstone not dignifted by
any proper name, and Ancsster freestone limestone, the inuner
rubble face i1s 11 a blue/grey lias stone which is a shelley
muddystone technically a limestone with the sandstone and
Ancaster used for ashlar facings, dressings and features. The lias
and Ancaster s still aveilable but the sandstone, although
commonly seen m buldings along the Trent has net been
quarrled lor sume considerable time. It has a fine but seft texture
which when weathered leaves a frable gurfa(;e subject to
unsightly erosion

After 1-uch sewrching and the obtiwiag of samples of wirtually
adery fed spndsiune Curjenily quam@d a Staffordshire stone
i Halbington, the so callad stvine’ was chaser and nged for the
sl eepaies This stona has che wirtue of being in the fight torall
rarc® butit bag 2 rauch coa ser 1enre and will not sweather i the
zate WIOSYNCrtG way as the origilnal

To dicieszalidle, theeolow of the qone usedt In fhe ropaiks g
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: ar moment - made by several learned persons — is that the

3sta has waathered to the colour perceived now over many
wenhyreg and when, during repairof the old stone, it 1s cut back: it

e

7(:- onghi -ean face, similar in,co}our tones'm) the f follington

--ur.r r,m(-lrnq this phiysical e\aderme 1t must be femembered
-kt the: Castle s not bewmg restorad,, with the hand of the restorer
enznaisely concealed, but being repaired, so that its. form and
anaave ze conserved with the evidence of recent wors carmried
rat e pparent for future generations. A sentiment firs: propounded
ay Wilham Morris and now the received wisdom - policed by
I nzlish Heritage and the Department of the Eavironment.

laving satisfled English Heritage on the issue of the new stone
he next coientious item was to agree the moras in which to bed
and point the stone. Samples of all the likely loesl bullding sands
wereade up in various mixtures with lime anc portland cement
o create a reference library against which the orginal martar
vould be compeared for colour and texture. On this oceasion the
o:lginal rmoréas for the ashlar face was found to be corsistent, and
had neen used for both bedding and painting, and our sarmple
number 7, using a sharp snd from Besthor pe. tegether with lime
and white Portland cement was a good match. A similiw exercise
on tne wne: face was not so successful, the colour hers was; mwire
oinkish and more samples were necessary. Finally a migiire of
two sands, Besthorpe and Hovermgham., «w.h linte anc: wghite
Pcitland cement gave a salisfactury murter. Once agaia the
mortar was used for bedding and pomting, following that of the
Portland cement gave a satisfactory mortar. Once again the
mortar was used for bedding and pomting, following that of the
orighnal work.

The repairs to. this part of the curtain wall regurred little in the
way of decorative and carved work, being predominently the
replacing or refacing of walling stonemsork. I essence it wies an
exercise in logistics, the co-ordinating of the supply of sawe stune
and its placing in the wall. Underlining this' approach apd an
essential part of it was the comprehensive recording of the wiork,

The ashlar wall, which had much the coreater pamt of the
replacement stone, was drawn out as & grid diagram where every
eourse of stonewark was giwen a seral letter and the ind ividual
stones on that course then numbered sierting from the left hand
side. In this fashion every stone was u@cerd-;d and encoded with
its cuurse letter and individual nuriber locatirg it on the wsall
fmce the stone had been identified for renlacemnent % wes
carefully and preum}v niessured ord ther ordered ffom the
guirr ry wsing the g 'ocz ion numbes. The o charss produced
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weailiewning are sevare, The stonewasy: snce the swrace layerhad
beenremoved was in pristing condition and, #:a testoment to the
strength of the original work the present contraciur necded i
the help that modern power tols culd aford in rking ow
penished stone for raplacemend.

To give an idea of the scale ¢f the repairs Lwo simple skiisiics
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The Repair of Moreton Manor Dovecote

Josup:n Whitalker F.Z.S., a local author and
naturalist, wrote & book published in 1927
entitled 4 Descriptive List of the Mediaeval
Dovecotes of Nottinghamshire. He was
seventy seven at that time, having been
born in 1880 and he died at the age of 82 in
1932,

Whitaker gives an interesting deseription
of the Moreton Manor Cate on page 105 to
108 of his book and there is a photograph on
page 106. Hisdescription isa little confusing
but - nevertheless it ean easily be
Interpreted when one has seen the building
itself.

The structure is roughly square and sits
upon a lias lmestone foundation. The
thickness of the lias wall is unknown
because a concrete floor has been installed
and this finishes at the same level as the top
of the limestone footing. On top of this the
struckire is quite different fram any [ have
seen before. At each comner a vertical post
runs from the flogr slab to the wall plate and
is connected to each plate rumming from
post t past. There 1310 Dlate at the ground
s 10 inkermadiate horizontal memioers as
one “would exnoct In a timber fremed
strucliee. For cun one sea if the building
wers orgunally tirmber ‘ramed for bath,

sielas of the verticnl pogis and 1he bettom of

the wall pltes are concenled oy the

encesing half bockaors If the budding
ware orginally amaer framed it dnes seem
= hitle zrange Uil ounly lne serlicul comer
[osts were re-used i Aty e baddmg. 1s
angualy
de

iy weww bt the Lovecoie &
aullt and thai ihe nestun Lo e wa 1
and sd which w & Hesl Lo
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arickwark was up @ wall }:‘Lh ater lgvel wll
rarand. Qe s e k-.uo-rw.v.amw.p the: vall
latas conall ‘: 1w Tle
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phitem could hie ingtalled and. of
rckwors wouled nol allere sy v ",rmﬁ
the Fomed  op eemeees,  the  wiaole
structues wias: iac stll o skable. Remove tmfr
brnekawe sk, hawever, and the frame would
coll iz To st in wnmine the Tare,
Jde bricosork hes been bult amund the
w0 e eend nsices of the vertival gost ana
thiz wound ek the st inta positiien: as the
walls wenl Lo Onee he e bk wes up
andl the sl plates wese comnesied to the
st the mof could be emambled In the
noaa) way.

My rezzon for essuming & mud aned siud
nestng  box awstenn apar from e
comparison with Cranwell, that thereare
Temzims of the osk megw shll mi e vl
platas intemally. carticldardy o e sice
necTest e outaide water ank, Thae langt
ared e oub gamgests ey se the
Terine g{ tha T;;,.;-.-]:.r system und i all
el il s exoepmbes that | have come
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other rrems.

e NS Were o top
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The roof was stripged to s crreass; all
rottan andd unsteble trnlbers were replacset
nedr glovers were constracted anct the woof
e hattenad vl iled. Asin the regair at the
Blewsihiy doveacote, the roof was complefed
veth dhicker Dynens in order to give adided
stresncith to sonne lunbers which were
Dordeding for vemoval and which wers
reialnec on the grounds of the histone
wiporaee of keeqwuy as nmpcn of ibw
ariennal stnpchue as possile

The prckwcak wnag raled Quf and re-
p-'.aimr:d shere pocermry and o sone
U was necezauy 10 meplce e
d bricks A B replacaments weay
i by hir Robeyr Hammorng, e
en:owmer af Mortor Manor, and others
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which had racently obizimed sore: s:milsir
oricls from the Manor House af Colwiei

orcter to yepalr the dovecote at “Wollstor
Village.
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The bwlding iz preseatly used (s o
chemical staore and hag been flr Swrne-
years. It is hoped that in the hitre, e area
surrounding the Dbmlding will e oo
argarised in order that a hetter went of e
stmcinre can be obtained alll rouna,

The DNeyecote is also referred to wn the
Gazetteer I Lovecotes, of Muttingharshire
1986 publishied by the Crowtwell Fress
(page 31} andl the btuildiag can easily be
seen from i enlrance gwtes to Mommn,
Manor and also [rain the ralway erassmng on
the Morton to Sauthwell road.

For interding visitons it Tmust He poiinted.
out that the bullding iz on private lsnd
working faan and 1= used for o spetalin
puzpose which requires the strucme to e
locked ai all times. Apart from the breckineg
of the Laws of I'ragmass by vishemssis
access 1© the aite, it =Quld he covsteorst i
contact the owmnar, Mo Refber EHammond 1
Morton, Manor, Booon o Piske-ior
Hotingbamshira  (lelephone  Nemsrl
H30R25) to mane an apgoitment to wew:
‘Thrard ieference to the bulldng s 723 6 14
or Q15 bheet |80
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