




















Old Hall Farm, Linby. 

The West Nottinghamshire village of Linby is regarded by many as one of 
the County's most picturesque, being a charming group of buildings 
constructed in local stone and enclosing the village green. Flowing 
through the centre of the village is a tributary of the River Leen, which 
at one time flooded the adjacent fields to encourage an early crop; and 
more locally powered the corn mills which can still be seen at the West 
end of Main Street. 

An Exploration of the village to appreciate the vernacular building could 
well begin with the aid of the pamphlet titled "Papplewick and Linby 
Trail",* but further searching, following the course of the stream, would 
soon find the visitor arriving at the mill pond and behind, Old Hall Farm, 
located on the North side of the village. 

The farmhouse is especially handsome, being three storeys with a 
symetrical design frontage of stone mullioned windows and projecting 
stair towers at each end. The walls are massive, constructed in coursed 
rubble stone with ashlar quoins and strings in Magnesian Limestone, a 
durable stone which was most probably dug from the nearby village quarry, 
and permits dressing for feature stones, copings and window mouldings. 
The tall roof has end gables with a steep pitch characteristic of 
Nottinghamshire, and is finished with plain tiles. 

Towards the middle of the C16th., the medieval Great Hall plan became 
unfashionable as the desire for greater comfort and privacy encouraged a 
cellular plan of many small rooms. while the new wealthy classes, 
including Gentleman Farmers, ,sol!ght ', the expression of elegance from the 
new designs of the Renaissance. During the reign of Elizabeth 1st. 
England achieved a certain stability, free from civil disturbance, while 
international discovery brought new ideas to the Country, and this led 
to a new architecture of larger windows,symmetry and decoration of 
surfaces which at the vernacular level was occasionally recognised by 
a niche or decorative plaque in the design. This is evident at Linby. 

During this time hunting in the great forests of England became a social 
pleasure, and from the end of the C14th. a new form of building developed 
to reflect this past-time; the Hunting Lodge. A characteristic of this 
building type was the tall elevations, often with similar windows through 
out its height, permitting the less agile members of the family to follow 
the hunt from the upper-storey windows. The generous accommodation also 
allowed guests to stay with' the house-hold, especially as long-distance 
travel was so inconveniant. 

It is now perhaps difficult to imagine the topography around Linby as it 
was then; but Sherwood Forest once extended as far as Nottingham before 
land clearance and the consequences of the Enclosure Acts reduced the 
tree-line as far as Mansfield to the North and woodlands around Newstead. 
The reduction in wild-life can hardly be conceived, but during the 
Tudor period offered rich hunting country. 

During the Summer of 1982, a small group from the Trust carried out a ' 
survey of Old Hall Farm and part of the information obtained is illustrated. 
An initial appraisal based on the general planning and observation of the 
building elements suggested that the building was constructed early in the 
C17th., which recognises the delay before formal architectural ideas seen 

* Papplewick and Linby Trail, published by Notts. County Council, Planning Dept. 
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in major cities, and ports, were taken up in the more remote areas of 
central Engl and . This dating is supported by consideration of other 
infl uential buil dings . 

\,ollaton Hall built in 1580- 88 has a profusion of Renai ssance thi nking 
in pl an and detail, having Italianesque elements decorati ng the complex 
elevations , and built as a hunting lodge for the Willoughby family, has 
a Prospect room at roof level with views over the surrounding country . 
In terms of detail ideas and thinking , Wollaton i llustrates , where 
wealth permitted , the fash i onabl e form of buil ding at that time usi ng 
continental features. 

Kneesal l has an earl y brick farmhouse dated before 1540, using terra­
cotta wi ndow moul dings; a material introduced from Ital y . However , t he 
arched wi ndow heads are quite different to those at Linby, being 
medieval i n design and therefore pre- dates Li nby substantiall y . Even 
Worksop Manor Lodge built before 1590, probably by Robert Smythson , 
lacks the decoration and formali ty of Linby despite having the l ofty 
proportions and cel lul ar plan considered appropriate for a Hunting 
Lodge. In spirit it was still a medieval building. 

Perhaps Shireoaks Hall , another bui lding thought to be by Smythson and 
bui lt about 1600 has the bal ance of scal e , detail and formality by 
which comparison can be made . 

However , from the survey, it was evident from the hi dden rear el evation 
and the increased thickness walling enclosing the southern end, that the 
buil ding has seen much change and was probably constructed as an 
extension of an earlier medieval house since demolished. Perhaps this 
was the "Ol d Hall" . Thi s is supported by the projecti ng chimney stack 
at the rear and sealed window openings un- related to the present floor 
levels . The imposition of a symmettical elevation compromised the plan 
such tkat i t was i mprobable that the ground f l oor wi ndow openi ng , shown 
as blocked, was ever open . The survey did not consider the adjoi ni ng 
brew house and dovecote buildings which are located as set- pieces 
related to the formal frontage and reinforce the design, although they 
deserve considerati on at some future date. 

Without doubt, Linby Old Hall Farm is a problematic building of 
consi derabl e importance to the vernacular architecture of the County, 
whi ch could justify further exami nati on from documentary sources. 

The Trust would like to thank the owners, Mr . and Mrs. Hardstaff, for 
their hospital i ty shown to the Measuring Group , as well as to the 
members who visi ted during the Annual Coach Tour. 

Bryan Cather . 
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Report on the 'Buildings at Risk' Register. 

One of the Trust's most important functions in recent years has been to 
compile and regularly revise a comprehensive list of those historic 
buildings which are empty, neglected, or in need of repair. From this 
register, the Trust may then select and acquire suitable buildings for 
its own restoration projects, or else encourage and persuade owners to 
carry out the repairs themselves, or put the building up for sale on the 
open market. 

Over the past three years, Dr. Mike Pringle has carried out this task, 
and in giving up a great deal of his own time, has identified some. one 
hundred and twenty buildings considered to be at risk. Unfortunately, 
Mike is unable to continue this work due to other commitments, and 
therefore, on behalf of the Trust, I should like to thank him for the 
excellent work he has done in the past . 

The need for early identification of 'buildings at risk' is of paramount 
importance if the Trust is to succeed in identifying and initiating its 
own building restoration projects, and making others aware of t he scale 
of the task . It is also hoped that l ater on, representatives for each 
District will be appointed to make contact with individual members and 
Local Bodies, and report to the Technical Panel those buildings they 
feel to be particularly at risk. 

Since taking over the Register, the assistance and co-operation of 
members and the District Authorities has enabled me to add a further one 
hundred and ninety five buildings, which I am currently adding to the 
list. 

While the revised register is being prepared for circulation, I have 
included below a brief summary of progress on buildings ' at risk' in 
the past, and in which the Trust has taken a keen interest. 

Alexandra Lodge, Bestwood. 

Work is now nearing completion on the restoration and conversion of the 
Lodge to Warden 's living and office accommodation by Nottinghamshire 
County Council. This delightful gatehouse of 1878 by S.S. Tevlon was 
listed last year following a long period of vandalism and decay which 
had reduced the building to a near ruin. 
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Greasley's Cottages, Norwell. 

This row of timber-framed cottages has recently been purchased by a 
local developer for restoration and modernization. Good progress is 
now being made on the scheme which also includes the restoration of 
another adjacent cottage and the erection of a new house well hidden 
at the rear of the site. , 

Former Laundry, Carlton. 

Built by Watson Fothergill in 1899, this imposing building is to be 
fully restored and converted for use by the present owner as offices 
with ancillary accommodation. The building has already been re-roofed 
with the aid or ~ _ gTantfr . om Nottinghamshire County Council, to secure 
the future of the build~ng. 

Wilford Toll House 

Members may recall the Trust g~v~ng grant-aid for some repairs to this 
attractive Victorian building several years ago. Regrettably, the 
building deteriorated again mainly due to vandalism; notice the 
graffitt~ boarded up windows, broken orestings to the ridge tiles and 
missing slates in the 'before' photograph. Full restoration of the 
building has now been completed by Nottinghamshire County Council. The 
building contractors were J '. Coleman and Son. 
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Annesley Hall 

Work is now in progress to convert the Hall to a home for the elderly . 
This will involve the full restoration of the Hall with the retentio~ 
of the original roof form and internal layout with minimum sub-divislon. 
A new single storey wing is proposed next to the Gatehouse as warden 

aided accommodation. 

Bankside Cottage, Askham . 

The Trust is currently investigating the restoration of this 16th. 
Century timber framed cottage which has fallen into a serious state of 

disrepair. 

Barton-in-Fabis-Dovecote 

To be repaired following a large grant given by Nottinghamshire Cou~ty 
Council along with support by the Trust, British Gypsum and Rushcllffe 
BOrough'Council . A progress report will be included in the next 

edition of the Newsletter. 
R.A . Simpson 

The Revolving Funds "Performance and Potential". 

I represented the Trust at the Architectural Heritage Funds National 
Conference on Revolving Funds held at Buxton from the 17th. - 19th. June. 
Apart from the fact that the conference was most enjoyable and the 
weather delightful - too good for a conference really - the 1,eekend 
was most informative and a lot of hard work was completed to everyone's 
benefit and satisfaction. 

One hundred and sixteen delegates took part, and eighteen members of 
the Civic Trust were in attendance . The organisation was very good and 
over thirty affiliated societies mounted an exhibition and di splay of 
work . Some schemes were extremely ambitious, others not so, but the 
cross section of involvement in conservation ranged widely and gave the 
impression that whatever was tackled· was worthwhile and because those 
taking part believed in what they were doing, all projects seemed to 
have a successful conclusion. 

The main subjects under discussion related to the setting up of a Trust, 
getting it off the ground and also keeping up the momentum once the 
revolving fund had commenced . Administration, Fund Raising and Planning 
Ahead were topics talked about in great detail, and whilst much of the 
subject matter had been published previously, it was, nevertheless, 
interesting to hear other views expressed . 

Richard Simpson, a fellow Trust member, represented the County Council, 
and it was useful to have two Nottinghamshire delegates, as we were able 
to divide our attendance between all the various sessions, so that 
between us we covered all aspects. Meeting up again at the end of the 
conference, we both agreed that much useful information could be passed 
on to help reform our own revolving fund following the modest success 
of the Linby Lane project. 

The Council of Management has since authorised a working party to 
investigate the setting up of such a fund again, and the members of this 
group are presently involved in the detailed matters related to it. 

J.A. Severn 
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The Old Malt Cross, St. James Street, Nottingham. 

It seems ambitious to take on the restoration and re-opening of an over 
one hundred year old former music hall - particularly one which contains 
a rare architectural feature and had a dubious reputation when it last 
operated before the first world war. But Messrs. Purdy and Klim largely 
achieved this on 3rd. October this year - two years after buying the Old 
Malt Cross in St. James Street. The building will be restored to 
something like its former glory with the aid of grants, with the ornate 
19th. Century facade to St. James Street given a facelift and the 
elaborate interior of the main hall itself redecorated. The rare and 
magnificent laminated beam semi-circular glazed roof, which spans the 
full width of the music hall, has been preserved and restored. 

One of the several music halls in Nottingham when it opened, the building 
has an interesting history. It was built in St. James Street on the 
site of the Malt Cross Public House by Charles Weldon in 1877 as a 
speculative enterprise, only to close a few years later in 1880 with 
the owner in debt. Its subsequent use was not much more successful. A 
succession of publicans failed to make it a success, and even when a 
former music hall performer, Thompson Donkersly, took it over in 1902, 
he could not stem its decline. 

The main hall was the former pub, behind an existing frontage of a 
barbers' shop and brewhouse on St. James Street, remodelled to form the 
music hall. The work was carried out in a hurry to catch the opening 
of Goose Fair in early October 1877, and the resulting building did not 
closely resemble the plans which Weldon and his architect had submitted 
for approval - something that would not happen today. The owner 
re-christened it the Old Malt Cross and we have a good idea of the 
building from an account by M.L. Featherstone and N. Summers in' the 
Transactions of the Thoroton Society in 1962. 

Nottingham's First Laminated Roof 

The feature of outstanding architectural interest is the arched and 
glazed roof which spans the whole width of the main hall, and creates 
a visual unity of the main floors. The arches are shown as cast iron 
frames in the original scheme, but were finally constructed in laminated 
timber. 

Each arch is built up of ten, and at the ends twelve, laminations 
approximately 7/8" thick, constructed in two halves joined at the ridge 
by iron shoes, .and restrained by iron tie rods and king rods. Between 
the arches, deep purlins carry roof glazing down the length of the Hall, 
which results in a high standard of natural lighting on both first and 
ground floors. It can be said that the simplicity and efficiency of 
the structure is in close sympathy with the early Modern movement. 

The basement floor was shown as "Dining Room or Skating Rink", with a 
beer cellar under the front entrances. Ground and first floors are the 
public house proper, the first floor being brought through the front 
of the building, where a large plate glass window overlooking St. James's 
Street acts as the buildings advertisement. A small well through the 
first floor admits natural light to the ground floor below, but no stage 
is allowed for. There are plate glass mirrors on the walls and the whole 
of the main floor is spanned by the dramatic semi-circular roof. The 
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external walls are brick, and the floors are timber structures carried 
on an internal grid of cast iron columns. These columns form a 
rectangle around the centre of the plan, so that an open well could be 
formed running through the heart of the building, of varying size on 
each floor. 

The interior design of the public rooms is solidly Victorian with a 
late nineteenth century classical flavour. The front elevation features 
are symmetrical with the entrance to the public bars at the right hand 
portion of the elevation, and the entrance to the Music Hall to the left. 
Overall, the elevation was originally well balanced and very pleasing. 

The building now being restored with such care by the new owners is 
remarkably similar to the original building. After the Great War it was 
taken over by a firm of wholesale drapers who did very littel work apart 
from flooring over the open wells at ground and basement levels and 
adding some false walls . 

The current restoration has raised the original floor level 
to hide air vent ducts from the restaurant in the basement. 
has had to be reglazed in a special plastic. Other work is 
redecoration, emphasising original features and cleaning. 

some 2'6'" 
The roof 

mainly 

Originally, the new owners applied for an Urban Development grant for the 
venutre, but this was turned down. Approval for a grant under Section 10 
is likely and the scheme may qualify under the Development of Tourism 
Act. 

Curiously, the building seems dogged by the reputation of most music 
halls of being slightly seedy. Indeed this one on St . James Street is 
considered by some historians to have been worse than most and closed 
down when magist,'ates refused to renew its license in 1911. 

The Old Malt Cross is a good example of licensed premises in which the 
music hall tradition flourished. After one hundred years the form ar:.d 
use of the building is largely unchanged, with a restaurant in the 
voluminous basement, shop and store on the St. James Street frontage 
and music hall behind. If the upper flo')r of the St. James Street 
frontage building was in the same o;!\1ership, this might have ensured 
a more comprehensive cl~an up to the frontage. 

The re-introduction of music han in Nottingham is a ,.elcome addition 
to the Hide range of en';ertainment, and it deserves to succeed as a 
reward for the restoration of this charming building. 
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Yew Tree Farm, Kirton. 

This dingy looking building with its unsympathetic concrete tiles hides 
a charming and historically interesting timber-framed interior. The 
clues to its late 16th. or 17th. century date are the low eaves, steep 
roof pitch, narrow plan, and axial chimney stack in line with the 
entrance door. 

Consent to demolish the building was refused by Newark District 
Council for the following reasons:-

1. The demolition of the farmhouse, designated as a 
"Building of Character" in the Kirton Village Plan, 
would be detrimental to the character of the 
Conservation Area. 

2. The replacement of the existing building on the site 
by a modern residential unit would be out of 
character with the adjoining group of buildings 
and the amenity of the locality. 

An appeal was lodged against this decision, but now the Secretary of 
State for the Environment has ruled that the building is to be 
preserved. The Trust hopes that the Farmhouse will soon be 
be inhabited again and its appearance sensitively restored. 

G. Beaumont. 
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Join a 'working party' to strip a thick layer of disfiguring paint 
from this beautiful staircase. Anyone interested please contact 
Graham Beaumont, telephone Nottingham 824824 - Ext. 409. 
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