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Annual Coach Tour

By JahnsSevwarn

On Sgaturday Uctober 10tk membera set of f at 9 c'clock to visit 2 =election
of Mottineghamshire's Dovecotes and we were wvery pleased ipdeed to welcoms
representatives of the Hulwsll Locsl Historical Scciety, the Hewsrk Civic
Trust and- the Ruddington Local History Socciaty.

Tee weather was Cine, bright and windy after The gales of the previous day,
Eight willages wepe visited and ndne dovecofes wape closely lnspected by
Torty keen "dowecoteers" lncludine seme children whe were just as interested
gz their parents, It wez 2 delight to have tham with u= and they wers 211

wonderfully good throuvghoot the whole journay. The younge=t, aged twao,
vizited 81l nine but =2w only eight, he being fast asleep pn dad'zs showldar
for cne wisit. He was fully refreshed a3t the end of the journey howsser,

arid we' =ha1l peerpll Bim 85 & Facknical advisger are lone.,

For thoss who were unable to go oo bthe subing wWwa nobe belicow a Few Facks
concerring dovesptes, s Bope that now Fioding such enthusiastic support
for this FPirst trip, We shall be able £5 arranga anobther fin the spring to
vizsit mote examples perbaps this time the tha Horth of the County.

Netiingham is rich=r in dovecotés than Jossph Whitakar, whe weole about
them in 1927, supposed.

Perhaps the lack of information available: to him, and the lack of travelling
facilitisg =fforded %o hipm curtallsd hls investigations, but ab the e of
seyvanby seven he did = first class job in bringlne to oo notblce a builiding
Eype radundent for the last hundred years. A Lype as aold a part of our
verpacilar architecktural heritaps a3 hoilding materials will allow.

The dovecote 15 parhaps our oldeat stendard factory building,for the breeding
of pigeohs Was an assential part of medieval exiztence for the higher members
of the commundity. The Churcn, Che Manor and the Yeoman farmer =t variouas
timez in history hed the right to keep pigecns and whil=t they wera = curse
Lo the peasent Farmer, for the pigeon i34 greedy bicd and po doubt czused
much havoc amongst the medievel fields, they wers a boon to the gantry and
the traveller who relied wpon the hospitalicy of the monasteries in bhese
2arly venrs,

Figecng were bred for food, fresh xmeat being almost acn-existent betwesn
Hichaelmass and the following spring. Bafore tha intradusticn of coot
crops. into the farming calendar there was losufilclent fodder o over-wintsr
the cattlie not required for breeding. Conzeqguently 311 surplus animalsg
were =laughiered and the meat salted down.

The dovecotes wisited are representative of the majoricy of dowvecotes found
in MWottinghamshire with perhaps the omission aof 2n important feature, the mud
and =2tud nesting boxes found particularly in the Narth of the County. Thars
iz an excellent example at Upton bui i€ SaEs boo difficulf of access [or this
Tour.



Thorpton and Sibbhorpe represent the circulsr stone type perhaps the
garlie=t to be found and relzsting to the monsstic or collegiate establish-
menis in esarly madisvsl times. originally there ware four dli-the County,
ore at Scarciogton (oow damolished], and soother still remzinihe in Barnby
in Ghe Willows. Thseze aad stone nesting boxes similsr bo bthose we ceEn 2ee
at Sibthorpe although at Barnoy in the Willows repairs have been carried
cut uzing brick and pantile.

Flintham gives us two examples of mud construction and bhe obe at Cobtage
farm (formerly pert of College Farm) wea probably constructed by Trinity
Collecge which hed extensive lendy in this area. The other at Coliege Farm
Was oo doubt origingally in the zame ocwnership.

In 1927 Whitaker only commented om two, one at Scarrincton and anctker at
Foston [just into Lincolnshire) saying that these were on their last legs
and the only survivors. In lact it would seem that the Flintham examplez
ars -now the only remailning examples of mud dovecote constructicn in this
County  [both the Scaprdngton and Ehe Foston cotes having now dizappeared.)

Upton providez us with quite a rars exaple of parschial pigeon kesping

far thule dovecoie ig-situated in the Church Tower. The clerpy were allowed
Lo mzintzin a dovecote butl mosc were free standing as at wilfeed. It g

my onitden, but only.an opinicn, Lhat pigecns wers often housed in the church
Lawer or shesple. Evidence ig €o be found o snbstantiate this as a
practice  in octher partzs of the County but 23 "Thoroten and Throsby? pefep

to "dovehouse atesples” when deseribing & number of County churches, this
reference mist trelate To- exampls- rather - than desceripfion of tiype 8z we

ghall see moat doevecoies were reafed in diffeprent ways.

Bulwell dovecote has no hissorical fact to claszzify it. T -think ik Ig 3
farmstead dovecote but a wepy sarly example and we wizited this building
hecause the Trust and Tthe Bulwell Historical Socisty are hoping £ acguire
the building for repair apd pestorztion. When completed it will prowids
dulwell with 8 small meeting place =ncd museum Tor Lacal History. The Trusk
iz prezently negotiating with the County Council whe Swne it and the
Hottinzham City Csuncil has made & wary genepsus offer of Pinancial help

if Ehe building can be acquired.

Wilford was alsg wisited to show an example of sympathetic reapli by a
Iacal work schems, =et up by the Manpower Sepvises Comtisaion. The Chursh,
The City Council and the Government sphonsored Agency have woprked wery hard
Lo achleve this effectlive result and they should be complemented for their
effarta.

Clifton, the largest dovecete in The County (one at Lewasz Friory demclished
in the late 1800"'= was about four Eimes thisg gsize and built in &2 cruciform
plan) dis & Ffine example of a twe compartment t¥pe owned by Lhe Notbingham
City Councll. Kote the amallness of the doov in compapigon to the dowvecots,
thiz was Lo deter thieves who oftsn rzided the dovecoies carryving off She
pigzons in hampers.



ST

The lezat apne to be vwizited, Barktonm in Fabkis, waz conatructed as 2 manorial
dovecote in the late sewenteenth century and finished the Tour with & look
at-ecne of the {inest dovecotes in Nobttinghamshire. Built of local bricl,
with stome embellizbments and 2 beautiful conical roof with apex glovep
gnd perhaos zame of tha Tinest plzacer pesting holes in exiztsncs [WAST
remains of bhem). Let ag hooe bazc in She "Wesr of fne Dovecote!' thia
particulsr toilding cen be yepeirsd and restored to itE Cormar glory.

By kind permizsicn of Mra. 5. Seymour, we then visited Thrumpion Hzll and
ware shown sround the House which hes 2 particularly fine saventeanth
cantury steircsse. Many examples af Cimber [framipng are within itz walls
indicating the ewvidence of an esrliar houas of the same site.

By thiz time averyone was gasping Sor a cup of tee and thaoks to bhs
shoughtful arrangements of our Vice Chairman this wa3z on hand to refresh
g for the short journey back to County Hall,
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"Traipn on Churches® by Keaith Train - publish=d by and cbbalmed from
Hadie Nettdngham, York House, Mansfield Road, Hottingham - Pricem £1.95

Dbviously wall written, informative end sccuaratss hecause it is written
by Keith Train, who is known So evervone as bhe man who knows mere soout
lpcal hisbory than anyone =ls=. tlore than thaz Mr. Train iz zble Lo
put it aver in zuch a way that both historian and lavmen benefit Trom

iz knowledee. Woether be iz talking to a loczl kisbtory group on
E.B.C.Hadio or writinz for publication, his woris are always interesting
and this book iz po exception. His study of fifty-four churches within
reach of Hottinghem. iz based upon his research For kis Radio series
"Trein on Churches" and couplad Wwith the photography cndsriaken by
Mr.Bob Howe Ehiz Dook presents a mest comprehensive guids %o our lacal
church architecture and to thosa men and women who have baen connected
with these bulldings during the laong years they have stood as part of
our Faith and our Hapitape.

AT.C.Hine Archiftect of Victorizn Nottingham™
hatson Fobhersill Apchitect”

Both written by Ken Brand For the "Geb S know Kobtingham" series published
by the Notbbingham Civic Soclety obtalnable Prom bLhe Civic Scociety's
castle Shop and elsewhere prics 40n sach

Een Brand has managed Lo pack a weslth of information into a small =space.
Bath hi=z bpolklstz ars wall pesearched and have been undertaken with
enthuziazm snd care. The majority of the photcgrepha hayve besn taken

v the zuthor and whilst nearly 211 these buildings can be sesa in the
City streats , very often they ares not nobiced. They will be from oow
cowards for Ben has drawn our atbtentlon nob cnly to the detzils of straat
architecture we oiftetr fail to appreciate, but to two of the men who wWers
rezponsible formuch of Nottinghem's Victorian Heritags.
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DOVECOIES

The Dovecote at Cromyall fis 3t piz=kK due to its condition snd Che Trust
understands that the flawark Dizteict Council bas sarwved a8 demolibticn
order on the owner, At the time of writing (November lzt) Ehe building
s baan Sureraved; cd drawing oespaped,  Dhoboptants Ealeen: snd- Ehe Trust

225 mada sepeesentacion 5o She sanes in
tna hope that the building can be eepaired
rathar Ehan demaii=hed. The Dovecote i=
red brick with pantiled roof and "crow
stappad™ gables with nesking boxesz of

mud and stud ati pound from floar Iewvel

Lo ridgza. Tha building i3 approximstaly
14'6" x 157617 and approximaktaly TIO0 nesting
would be occupied in times gone by.  This
15 the only free standing dovecobs known
with mud and stud nesting boxes in Ehe
Coupty and aveary affort should be made Lo
ratain ikE.

The building iz gab.lizted apd listing will
not helo to save ik, ALl the listing of a
building does iz to gzop it from beibg
demplished without permission. Lisbting it
doces not ensure itz repair. Wo local
authority (with the excsption of Hottingham
City] Beems Lo be prepared to bake actioms to
have a repalrs pnotica anforced in caze B
purchas=e notice is caunter served upon it,

The only way to save this dowecoie iz Cor the

Trust to raize ponmey to help repair it and

[ appeal to all members ta make donaticng to the Trust for tha Cromwell repaipe
fund. By the time ¥ou read this item progress will have been made and members

will bs= kept up Tto date by a separate bulletin.
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The Threat to Julwell dovecohe
bhas new been lifbed thanxs io the
efictrts of 4 number of groupa and
orzanizatlons., The City Council
hez offered uz 2 grant. and the
Caunty Comncil bes glven thea
dorecote: ona long lease alb a
penpercorn rent..  This plus Ehe
epnthusiasm of Bulwell Historical
Socieby means that we willsbortly
be undaptakine the pestoration of
the dowvecose. Whepn Tinished it
Will be uzed Bz 5 meeting plzce
and lacal history centpe fop
Bulwell Historical Socisty.



PUBLIC INQUIRIES

Bennerley Wiaduct (Public Inguirsy Sepfember 30Lh 1980

Hé& dacision has ¥t been made by the J=cretary of State but the D.o.E.
has asiad that the po=sibility of the Tarmstion of & Trust to loock after
the Vladuct ba expldred and this ia presently uhder consldaration.

Tudg meetings have besn held by the indtietive of My, Chriztophar Charlion
af the Arkwright Soclety and M. Zeilh Headman of the Darbyshira
Archzeological Socisby and discussion with Beitisk Rail is pramently going
atl.

The Hottinoghemshire Buildingzs Prezervaticn Trust is Fopresenboed an Bhis
pabel Dy Jobn Severn who zave avidepnce on the Trustls behalf ak Lha ioguicy
and whilst perbaps the saring of & wrought iron engineering strocture is
oeyond the scope of our normal activitiez, it iam nevertheless, important
ore the Trust to belp other amenity societies where the common zim iz to
prezserve the best of our structursl BEeritage for fature cenerations to zee,

Even if nothing comes of the exercisze, aithough I Firmly beliewve thet z
Zuitable srganization can be properley Popmed, the withholding of a decision
on demelition will allow detziled explopation af the possibilities to oe
made.

4t least the D.ouE. thicks that the stpucture is important enoush Lo

warpant this Imvestigation and e reprsssnbabtion 2t She inguiry convinced
the inspector that tkere was some merit in Hennerlsy's Railway Helic,

Nertheate Brewery, Newark (Publie Ingulry July 19300

Thi=z inguiry at whick the Trust was the princinsl aobjsctcor o 8n
applicaticn o demclish these Pine buildings pesulbted in the Eecretacy

ol 8fate finding for their retenticn. This is3, in it==lf, often a
proklem because owners are reluctant So do enybhing sboubt Stheie pepaie

o reusg, not Ieast perkaps due to a mapas aof griavencs in the decision
ening arainal Lhelic wishes, John Smith Tadeastber Alas howaser havo

not. taken this attitude and Bave proposed a scheme for Che re-—developriens
of the sits which now incorporates thess buildings. It I8 a werv zood
echeme and one which certainly does cpedit to the Zrewery Company which
has Sried To conserve these Duildings in = aympathetic way. The Trust
iz vepy pleased that a satisfaciory cubcome has resulted. IT is never
pleasant o have to do battle, often wikh ones collaaguas, o tesand
gave a building but 1t 1s all werthwhils whnen retentdos angd repait tesuli,
Congratulations, John Smiths, we may have fought over Che fTables 8 wear
age, but If we can be of any kelp in She future: bthe Trust ig alwayg ready
to agsist with any problem concerning our Building Heriftage,
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1981 AG.M.
Our Year of

the Dovecote

The intual Generdl HMesbings was held oo Tuescay dovesber, 10th gt Eke
Tudse Barn, Church Warsop, Notfs.  at which aboul Derty membsrs 2nod Friends
ware praszent.

Fellowing tha formal busingss a tallk was given by our Cheilrman, Prolsszop
Bariey on the Villape Surveys recentiy undectakan and this interestine
d¥=spu=sion, filuastratad by sifdes, complemenbed the exbibition zmek on

by Geoll Turner ard Grafam Beaument showing bha work which dad been carried
put by members and ather aathusiastic =urveyors =2t Flintham and Unton.

on the morplng of the A.G.M. the Trius=t beard thet Balwell DJovecote had been
leazedio us by the Kottinghamshire County Council and the memberzhin sas
told that the Mobtinghem City Council had made & gzneroua offsr of a
substantizal grant for its repair. Kovember 1lOGh wWas a good day for
Devecotes because we glszo heard that the cwner of the Cramwell Dovecote was
prepared Lo com=gperate with the Trust to attempt 1ts repair. Oiir Chanks
are due to Messra Smith=Woolley and Co. For their cc=operation i allowing
accezs for sarveying apnd =lsc for their assistance in the negotiations.

v the strength of this news we raized £R0.00 at the A.G.M. Eowards the
wiroowell Fund plus the procesds Froo the 2ale of Christmea Cards apd Noteletz.

Fleaze balp as now we havea bWo Dovecotes to repair and hopefully to complete
by March 31st 1982.

Finelly, buf most Importantly, thils was tha last A.G.M. a2k shich Sob Hiddleton
wauld preszent the Annual Repopt: and ic bis presentation ne spelt out the
auccezs=ss of the Trust over the Lime he had been Sacretzry. Thezs succeszses
raflect the Fipe Jjab he has done and be wasn't finfshed yet as at the end of
the meeting he infarmed us thet ke had besn sugccezaful in obsaining 3 '"heritage!
lpan from the Civie Trust fowsrds Linby Lene, Papplewicl. 4 unanimous wote

of thanks wazs given to Bob for z2ll his hard work owver the past difficuolt yesres.



LOOKING FORWARD
10 7982

iz this izZsua iz the one nearest to Christmasz the Editors tzlke this
ocpporiunity of wishing all membars and Priends the compliments of the
Season and & Happy and hopefully prasparous New Yoan, Mo doubk 1932
iz to be 2 oyear of econcmic restialnts agaln and it means that avery
aeffart will hawva to be made o snoograge the repeir and renovation of

our Huildingz Haritage. It 18 & sname tkat in herd times ouar older
buildings zesm ba suffear, ¥t conssryebtion i= one wey of agving mansy
and =pn=rgy. Tha altarnative uas and the makine cood of our redundant

buildings will not aonly zmawve much of our vernecular srchitecture for
Tuture ganeretiona Lo appreciate, bub it will s2l=o help pressrws The
character of our Towns and Villages for just a 1ittle longzer.

IE iz most upfortunate that oup Nobbipghamshire villages are losing
their character by 11l conceived uparading, dmprovement atnd converaiosn.
Most aof the desecration iz carried oub by wall meaning peopls with pood
intentions. Thara ars thoss howewver who will do any Ehing in ordsr o
22ll = property and many jump on the bendwagon of conssrveblon in arder
Eo do 3o,

It i3 alao unfortunate that Planning Legislation hes meds it sasisr [or
agwnara ko do whab Ehay like with thair bluildings and whilsht this may be
damocratic in praserving the rignts of the individual, 1t is regr=tfully
often disastrous whenr 16 comes £o the preservation of the wvernacular
archltecture’alf the County. Fermitted development unfortunately allows
much to be done without consuliation.

Saund well mesning advice, given by bodies such a3 the Trusk, iz often
interpreted 23 "interference by a lofb of ideslistic koow-2lls whose fain
purpese in lif= is Go 3top propreas". This iz put 1o inoverbad commas
because that expresaicn, or others similar, and often lasa poliiits, are
used at least goce in every public lagulry either directly to the
Inspector, or as aide chat durdng intervals or lunch breaks.

We cannat presepve evervithing as it 15, ahd no=one would wish tol do so
because Lo stepilise pedevelopment in principle would orejudice cur building
heritage for the Toture. What we must do ia to insist upom a high

gtandard of redevelopment and on a changs wioich allows Che criginal
character of a buildinog or its suprrcundings to be retainsd where this

iz important. The best way Lo in=ist on & higher standard is to =et

by example whal shokld and can be done §o improve our snvircnoent.

Education iz far better than legizlaticn althoush IT people wWill not

be persuaded to do the right thing then they should be made to do =o

by Logel Authorities properly using thelr powars. It is no good &8
Digtrict Courncil saying it will nol impose an arder just in cese it
Mounces back! and ib i3 counter served with = parchasze notice or what-
arer, It should do what 1= right for the beStarment of the enyvisonDent.
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Envircnmental matfers should be noh political and Shankfully dn moat
cazes they are. There are timea howsver when 2 building becomes
embpoiled in the political battlea of the Council Chamber and it ia from
there on that the building begina Lo suffer.

Mo=st conzervation matiters and Shair soluticna &srse commonsEense, Bnd
commonsense 3ays "take what iz fthere, examine it Sheroughtly, consider

bhe implicaticne of change, procead withk cauticn and above All maintzin
character and intescitsym. Consaryation should Be an area where all
pulitical colours and creeds can work together and wery often this kappens=.
Councll decisicns in terms of conservation should be cade on the msrits

of the bullding and its snvitonmsanbt alond. one should establish Ehe
right' principie first then consider how and when £t can be done. Far too
often the right of the individual to do as he pleases With his’ cwn prooerty
iz the basls for argwrent, then next 18 the pelative cost of doing it
properly 83 opposed the doine it the applicant's way. Yery often the
rezult iz B degisicn in fawcur of the applicant bui to the detriment of
Eke community 25 a3 whole and to the environzent.

Feople should have pights but they should alasy ashonlder responsibility
gnd thet dn buildine ferms, i3 an abligation to do the be=t one can wikth
the money available o The benefit af evervbody not just curselves as
incdividuals.

The Trust's bole in 1082 is Lo encourage this way of thinlking and we asbk
far the =support of the ¥hels mezbarabip.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY:

Langar Fall - Wedneaday 16tk December
tickets £2.50 from The 0ld Bowls Favilion

CHRISTMAS TARDS & NOTELETS

Blepheim Farm, Bulwall & Tower Mill Tuxiord,
15p =ach or 10 each orders oyep . ALl
proceeds to the Dovecole Fund.

LET &R -TO THE EDITOH

If wou have any cpinicn or comment to

make: copicerning “the Truast plesse write o
the Editor and we will bry bo prionl &2 many
az po=zible,

foonserration in Mobks is the official pewsletter of the Nottinghemzhire Buolldicg
Praservation Truzt Limitad. The views expcressed znd the copyrights ara those of the
suthora end not of the Trust iSself. Ho material mey be republisbed without permisaion®.

Henarary Editors: Richard & Janet Blenkinship, Jobn Severn



