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Chairman's Comments
At the start of the New Year there was a sense of optmism that the world
was coming through the Covid-19 pandemic and that the Trust’s actvites would
get back to a more normal programme; commentng on Listed Building
Applicatons in the County, The Harry Johnson Awards, site visits and a revitalised
Facebook page on our website.

As it has turned out the country is stll fghtng Covid with imminent fourth booster
jabs and Trust actvites have not developed as we hoped. Our new Administrator
has had to leave us for personal reasons and the Trustees have decided to manage
the reduced actvites with volunteers whilst looking for a new employee to promote the 
Trust in the social media.

David Atkins, Chairman

The Greater Nottinghamshire Local History
Fair

After a year away from the normal venue in the library in Mansfield the annual event returns 
again this year on SUNDAY 15th MAY 2022 and will be open to the public from 11.00am until
3.00pm.

Once again, since the inauguration in 2014, the NBPT will be present at the event which has 
grown each year both in number of local groups/societies and number of visitors.
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Harry Johnson Award : 2022
The Trust has decided to defer the judging untl July 2022, thereby returning to the bi-annual
nature of the competton. 

You may recall that the Awards are sponsored jointly by the Trust and the Campaign to
Protect Rural England and the four judges, two from CPRE and two from NBPT, will be looking
forward to  assessing the knowledge and skills in traditonal building practce on restoraton
work and imaginatve and appropriate design in new work.

If you know of a new or converted building in your locality which has been completed since
May 2018 and which you feel enhances the street or village, please encourage the
owners/builders/designers to enter the competton. You can, of course, nominate it yourself
for an award by completng the applicaton form atached to this Newsleter or available on
the NBPT website (www.nbpt.co.uk) and return it to the ofce at Minster Chambers, Church
Street, Southwell, Nots NG25 0HD or by email to info@nbpt.co.uk.

The closing date for entries is 30th June, 2022.

Tuxford – A Progress Report
The previous newsletter concentrated on the work and progress at the Walks of Life Museum. 
Since that time work has continued with areas of the site cleared, a Facebook page established 
and a feasibility study enquiry in the pipeline.

The NBPT have also been invited to look at the old Grammar School building in Tuxford 
where the trustees responsible for the  site are faced with an almost empty building with little 
income and the potential high cost of bringing the building and services up to modern 
standards that will attract new users. It is understood that the public library which was using 
the ground floor left many years ago because of the poor standard of the facilities there.  There 
is currently no public library in Tuxford and the library service is provided by a travelling 
library bus.

The current situation is understood to be that the trustees are of a mind to sell the building, 
although local people see the building as an asset of community value (ACV) and are seeking 
to have the building registered as such. The Grade ll* 3-storey former  grammar school is in 
need of attention. There is interest in the future of the building and a number of options no 
doubt for its future.  

Finally, another plug for the town. If you are seeking a visit to a local attraction why not pop 
along to the Museum of the Horse in Tuxford where you can spend a few hours wandering 
around the museum there, or looking at the splendid gallery, secondhand bookshop or, on open
days, sampling the delightful cafe in the courtyard.   The Museum recently featured in one of 
the Bargain Hunt programmes on TV. There is free parking too at the rear of the building. 
Further details can be found at www.sallymitchell.com.

2

Issue 8 March 2022
NBPT Registered Charity No. 254094. A company limited by guarantee and registered in England. Registered No. 897822  

mailto:info@nbpt.co.uk
http://www.sallymitchell.com/


The photographs show one of the handcarts at the Museum of Life, Tuxford Windmill before 
restoration and the recently repainted front of the building with the elegant finger post in the 
square opposite.

Tuxford Visit for Members and Friends
And why not?

A visit to Tuxford for members is being arranged for mid/end of May....there is much to see 
but the plan will be fairly relaxed to enable members to organise the visit to suit. The itinerary 
is to be confirmed but we would meet at 10.00am. in the car park of the grade ll Museum of 
the Horse (free parking) and visit the Museum there in the morning. The grade ll* Old 
Grammar School nearby will be open to visit and also the grade l church of St Nicholas.  
Lunch is available locally and options include the Chillipetals cafe in the courtyard at the 
Museum of the Horse, the cafe at Hall Farm nearby at Weston or the restaurant at the Mussel 
and Crab (booking advised). After lunch a visit to the Walks of Life Museum on Lincoln Road 
will be organised to view the extensive collection there and this followed by a proposal to visit 
the restored grade ll Tuxford Windmill, which is not now normally open to the general public.

There is much to see.  The number of listed buildings for Tuxford is 27.  A Tuxford Walk 
leaflet can be downloaded at http://www.tuxfordonline.co.uk/about/heritage/.
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Hopefully we will be able to fit all this in but a revisit may be needed!  Watch out for further 
details on the NBPT web page at www.nbpt.co.uk or on Facebook or at info@nbpt.co.uk.

Alan Wahlers. Hon. Sec.

Vernacular Architecture Group
The Vernacular Architecture Group was formed in 1952 to further the study of traditional 
buildings, originally those of the British Isles. In recent years, its membership and publications 
have also reflected a growing interest in buildings from other parts of the world.

Members are involved in all aspects of the recording and study of vernacular buildings 
including:

•Detailed local or regional surveys
•Studies of particular types of buildings including houses, farms, industrial and urban   
buildings
•Building materials
•Techniques of building, including carpentry and masonry
•Documentary evidence

The Group encourages communication between members in a number of ways:

•A four-day conference held each spring in a different region
•A two-day winter conference with papers on one topic
•An occasional joint weekend school with Oxford University's Department for 
Continuing Education
•Publication of a journal
•A twice-yearly newsletter with notices of events and new publications
•A library of offprints for circulation to members (index available on Members' Area)

The Group produces a refereed journal of national standing - Vernacular Architecture - the 
authoritative voice on the subject. All members automatically receive a copy of Vernacular 
Architecture and are eligible for free online access to current and back issues. See 
the Publications page for full details.

With over 650 members throughout the country, Nottinghamshire is below average as a 
County in numbers of individual members -  just 10. Does that represent a  lack of interest in 
the vernacular buildings or perhaps not the quality of building stock that has survived in other 
Counties. Membership and further details can be found on the website at vag.org.uk. Perhaps 
there is support for a local Nottinghamshire Group?

Bennerley Viaduct
Many years ago the NBPT were aware of a
proposal to demolish this amazing
industrial structure in Derbyshire, sited
near Awsworth and near the well-known
IKEA warehouse. The architect, John
Severn, appeared for the NBPT at the
Public Inquiry held on Tuesday 30th

September, 1980 and presented evidence to
oppose the demolition. The Public Inquiry
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resulted in the demolition proposal being rejected and the viaduct has stood in a very parlous 
state since then until a local group.  At the time the then Department of the Environment 
explored the idea of a Trust to look after the viaduct. The Arkwright Society and Derbyshire 
Archaeological Trust were also involved in meetings at the time. The NBPT were offered the 
structure, built in 1877,  by British Rail but were in no position to take on the huge task of its 
upkeep. More recently a group was formed to save the structure and make it accessible to the 
public. The result is illustrated and reports from people who have visited are very favourable. 
If you do visit please send us your photos.

Photograph: Historic England.

Non-Designated Heritage Assets
The Newark and Sherwood District Council hopes to adopt a new Criteria for 
identifying Non-Designated Heritage Assets in Newark and Sherwood (the Committee
date is 23rd March). As a result, the conservation team can now begin a three year 
project to assess potential heritage assets to create a ‘Local Heritage List’.
 
Following a public consultation, the District Council will now follow this new Criteria for
identifying potential heritage assets across the District. The Criteria outlines that a 
heritage asset must have a historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest. 
This interest must also have a degree of significance either through its rarity, 
representativeness, aesthetic appeal, integrity or association with groups of 
individuals in the past.
 
Through a consistent and accountable way of identifying local heritage assets, 
property owners and developers will be able to determine what is, or is not, a heritage 
asset, mitigating existing tension in planning decision-making.
 
The conservation team will now begin a three year review to produce a robust Local 
Heritage List, celebrating the breadth of the historic environment in Newark and 
Sherwood. Over time, it is anticipated that the Local Heritage List will be updated and 
approved by Members with the reports underpinning identification available for the 
public to view. 
Oliver Scott
Senior Conservation Officer
PLANNING DEVELOPMENT
Newark and Sherwood District Council
+44(1636)655847
Oliver.Scott@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

Help
A new administrator is needed for the NBPT......we are looking for office and admin help 
(including the taking of minutes) and plan shortly to advertise for someone to take on the role.
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The Position: is for a self-employed, self-motivated person to help the Trustees/Directors to 
expand the influence of the Trust by providing an ef ficient administration service, increasing 
the membership of NBPT, applying for grants and publicising the work of the Trust. 

Further details will be available shortly, but please do get in touch if interested.

  

Heritage Buildings Project
Heritage Building Survey:

Sherwood’s heritage buildings come in all shapes and sizes from pubs and pinfolds to cotages and 

coaching houses.  The aim of this project is to beter understand the built heritage of the area through

survey using buildings archaeology techniques and research using historic maps and writen sources.

The informaton will be used to beter protect historic buildings in the area by revealing their 

signifcance, recording their special architectural interest and what they can tell us about the history 

of the Sherwood Area.

Volunteers are joining together to discovering unrecorded historic buildings and record more 

informaton about known heritage assets. 

Mining Buildings Research

The Sherwood Area is rich in industrial history and research undertaken as part of the Heritage 

Buildings Project has focused on the plans and layout of Sherwood’s former colliery villages. This has 

revealed the urban hierarchy of the colliery companies, their paternalist amenites and stylistc 

preferences. No two model villages are the same. Bestwood is easily the most atractve of the 

nineteenth century colliery developments in Notnghamshire. The most varied designs of the inter-

war years are seen at Newstead, Blidworth and Warsop Vale. As a result of this research a beautfully 

designed book with historic images has been published along with nine illustrated guides which will be

available from libraries following their launch in the Spring of 2022.

Free Heritage Courses

The project is running various heritage building related courses through Inspire.  Courses on; Historic 

Mapping, Notnghamshire’s Historic Buildings, Conservaton Maintenance and Historic Stables are a 

few of the courses that are being delivered through Inspire.  

Please visit - www.inspireculture.org.uk/skills-learning/miner-2-major-courses for currently available 

courses.
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Heritage Building Skills

The project aims to provide practcal learning opportunites for 16-19 year olds.  Students at 

Eastbourne Centre in Suton in Ashfeld have been rebuilding an historic wall on their site learning 

how to mix and apply specialist lime mortar as well as carefully choosing and laying stones to match 

the original wall.  Works are ongoing and once fnished the wall will be a permanent memorial to the 

heritage skills that were learned on the site. 

A Thank You!!
The NBPT wish to record its thanks for the legacy received from the estate of a long-standing 
member, Peter Hammond Saunders, who passed away on the 10th May 2021 at the grand age of
96 years. Peter is recorded as joining the NBPT in 1992 and was a former deputy head-teacher 
at schools in Nottingham. The legacy will help us the continue our work and the objectives for 
the preservation of the buildings of Nottinghamshire.

Another Thank You!!
Thank you to all those existing members for their continued support and who regularly send 
their annual subs on the 1st April each year either as standing orders or by direct debit. This is 
one of our main forms of income and very much appreciated.  A reminder that the annual 
subscription for individual members is £15 if you haven't updated your standing order for some
while. 

Raising the Profile of the Trust
As Members, you will all be aware of the great work that the Trust has undertaken around the
County over the years. In this changing world, it is difficult to know how to encourage new 
people to join us and help to preserve our important buildings.
Social media is one way to highlight the work that the Trust has done, and to promote what it 
is doing now.
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We are looking to share and promote the Trust on Facebook. If you are on Facebook, and 
haven’t already done so, could you please ‘like and share’ our page ‘Nottinghamshire Building
Preservation Trust’.
If you have any other ideas on how we can promote the Trust please let us know.

Archives – Can You Help Again?
Following a successful plea for help in the last edition of the Newsletter we can thank Nickie 
Pringle, June McConnell (or more correctly her brother) and Jason Mordan for the answers 
which were:
pic 1 North Side - South End, Collingham
pic 2 Ivy Cottage, 65 Main Street, Normanton-on-Soar, grade ll..re-thatched 2021
pic 3 Soar Lane, Sutton Bonington, grade ll
pic 4 St. Peter's Rooms, formerly St Peter's School, Ruddington, grade ll

We now need help in identifying the following photographs from our archives. If you can 
place any of these please let us know at info@nbpt.co.uk. 
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